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Hundreds 
of African 
American 
and Latino 
students 
are 

suspended 
each 
year for 
nebulous 
reasons, 
leading to 
a push for 
reform. 
By Joe 
Fitzgerald 
Rodriguez 
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GUARDIAN PHOTO OF 
SFUSD STUDENTS 
DESAMUEL AND XOCHITL 
BY BRITTANY M. POWELL 


FIGHTING SPIRIT 

Activists march in memory of Harvey Milk pio 


CONSOLE WARS! RIOT’S RETURN 

Gamer gets down and dirty with new systems P25 I ‘Punk Singer’ doc spotlights Kathleen Hanna P27 
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Same caring staff ■ Same quality products ■ New location 


SAVE BIG ON GIFTS! 

5 DAYS, 5 BRANDS 


ACT FAST TO SCOOP UP LIMITED-TIME DEALS 
ON TOP BRANDS. DECEMBER 5-9. 
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Black Diamond 





MAMMUT 


VISIT A STORE OR GO TO RELCOM EVERY THURSDAY DEC, 5-23 FOR FIVE NEW BRANDS. 

SELECTION VARIES BY STORE, 



. m ^ 
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THE OUTDOORS 


Mil 


Q © B T 


100+STORES | RELCOM f MOBILE | 1-800-426-4840 | 100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
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' is returning to our Massive style parties to bring all of the 
families together for one epic dance celebration. This pa 


ing 

_ epic nance celebration. This party will celebrate 

the coming changes of the seasons* Join us as we dance together in unity 
and embrace the transformation as we move forward toward the light* 
Amttfalg 125,000 sq ft indoor and outdoor location* Dance areas LOVE & 
POWEKwill be inside the building. Dance areas LIGHT & CHANGE will be 
held in m assive tented pavilions*! see website for detailed event layout ) 
'Hefeta Though the location is huge, we are limited in capacity* 

Get your tickets early!! Don't be disappointed! 

Pre sale ticket information at TheGathering-SF.com 
OO 5 H 30 S ® GxOsi 21+ w I.D. Full Bar* 9 fpiD to M 

Come early for the full experience* FREE Limited Edition Gathering 
T-Shir t for an yone arriving before 8pm. 

1MMHN 401 California Ave, Treasure Island, SF 94130* 
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WRONG APOLOGY 

Willie Brown has it backwards, 
apologizing for a Bay Area activist’s 
pleas for help to President Obama 
in his latest San Francisco Chronicle 
column. While Obama spoke to 
a crowd in Chinatown last week, 
an immigration activist stood up 
and interrupted him. “I need your 
help.... Mr. President please use 
your executive order to halt depor¬ 
tations,” Ju Hong, 24, shouted. 
Brown, the former mayor-turned 
columnist, wrote, “On behalf of the 
city, Mr. President, I apologize for 
our bad behavior,” not mentioning 
that Obama is responsible for more 
deportations than any president in 
recent history — 392,000 people 
in 2011 alone, accordingtothe Pew 
Research Center. 



The wild annual Another Hole in the 
Head film festival is in full effect 
through December (www.sfindie. 
com), bringing all the homemade 
horror and weird sci-fi you can 
imagine — or not. Case in point: 
Struggled Reagans, a hyperreal 
fantasia on the Power Rangers, 
kinda, directed by Gregg Golding, 
aka morphenomenal intergalac- 
tic rapper Odynaphagia. A lot of 
intense stuff happens, most of it 
in tights and helmets. (One of the 
actresses had hertongue surgically 
split for the role.) Don’t miss the 
premier screening Wed/9 at 9pm, at 
New people in Japantown. 



MEDIAN RENT 


Via SFist: Unknown prank¬ 
sters threw an air mattress 
and some lovely pillows on a 
median in Noe Valley, sticking 
a “For Rent” sign just beside it. 
“Outside the Box Realty” aren’t 
likely the real culprits, despite 
being on the signage, and the 
phone number listed calls the 
mayor. But we’ll take it! 
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Al ON ALCATRAZ 


Internationally renowned artist Ai 
Weiwei isjust as famous, if not more 
so, for his dissident stance in relation 
to his native Chinese government, 
for which he has been jailed. Many 
of his politically charged works take 
a deep yet elliptical look at what it 
means to be “free.” Accordingtothe 
NewYorkTimes, next September 
Weiwei will be using America’s 
most famous prison, Alcatraz, 
as a site for a series of art 
projects — surprisingly, the 
first time the prison island 
has been used in such a way. 
“The idea of loss of freedom 
as a punishment raises philo¬ 
sophical questions,” he says. 



FLY THE 
FURRY SKIES 


ti 


The San Francisco 
International Airport 
isteaming up with 
the SPCA’s Animal 
Assisted Therapy 
program for the Wag 
Brigade, a program 
that will bring certified 
therapy dogs into 
airportterminalsto 
reduce stress for holi¬ 
day travelers. The dogs 
will wear personalized 
vests that say, “Pet 
me!” Just be careful 
not to pet a drug-sniff¬ 
ing dog instead, espe¬ 
cially if your mittens 
have warmed a holiday 
bong or two. 



BACK TO BACK 
‘BULLITT’ 


Rememberthe San Francisco car 
chase in 1968’s Bullitt ? Now you 
have an excuse to (re)watch the 
detective flick, as the YouTube 
channel “On the Set” refilmed 
it on location shot for shot. Most 
shocking is how little the city has 
changed since the ’60s, architec¬ 
turally. The old and modern footage 
show mirror images of Bimbo’s and 
Columbus street (except for the 
recent addition of trees). One glar¬ 
ing difference jumps out though: 
in the old footage a Dodge Charger 
jumps down San Francisco’s steep¬ 
est hills, the modern footage shows 
Segway scooters in its place place. 


‘WHO’ MANIA 


On the 50th anniversary of classic 
British sci-fi TV series “Doctor 
Who” last week, Bay Area fans were 
out in full force, especially at Comic 
Outpost on Ocean Avenue (www. 
comicoutpost.net), which boasts 
“the largest Doctor Who section in 
the Bay Area.” They came to watch 
“The Day of the Doctor” an anni¬ 
versary special that united actors 
who played the time-traveling hero. 
While reactions to the bigshow itself 
were mixed (see the Pixel Vision 
blog atSFBG.com for our critic’s 
take), it sure was nice to see actual, 
proud nerds hit the streets. They 
seem to have become an endan¬ 
gered species with all the frats tak¬ 
ing over the tech world lately. 


ATTACK OF THE 
DRONES? 

Amazon revealed its newest 
project on the latest episode 
of 60 Minutes, giving a pos¬ 
sible glimpse at our newest 
robot overlords. Amazon 
Prime Air is a proposed 
delivery system via “octocop- 
ter” drones, zipping packages 
to customers within 30 minutes 
of their order. Though the tech is 
mostly ready, CEO Jeff Bezos said, 

the main hurdle is FAA regulations —which, hesaid, may clear airspace 
for drone use as early as 2015. The demo clip — advertisement, really 
— quickly went viral and birdwatchers and others invested in peaceful, 
noiseless skies wrung their hands. Fortunately, Slate was there to debunk 
Bezos wild claims. Despite recent revisions to its rules, the FAA maintains 
that, except for a few necessary exceptions, “autonomous operations are 
not permitted.” Forthe nextfewyears, at least. 



BEER STILL HERE 


Eighty years ago, Prohibition was repealed. Obviously, our own 
non-prohibitive brewery 21 st Amendment is notgoingto letan anni¬ 
versary like that float past without a proper celebration. (The 21 st 
Amendment, you will recall, is what made your present brew possi¬ 
ble.) Thu/5, Repeal Day, at 4pm, the Amendment will lead a cele¬ 
bratory parade from Justin Herman plaza in SF to its HQ on Second 
Street at Brannan. An afterparty will commence 6-9pm. Raise your 
glass. Now, how about those pot laws? www.21st-amendment.com 



POLITICAL ALERTS 

WEDNESDAY 4 

FIGHT RICHMOND EVICTIONS 

Richmond Recreation Center, 251 
18th Ave, SF. 7pm, free. The San 
Francisco Alliance of Californians for 
Community Empowerment (ACCE), the 
Housing Rights Committee, and Senior 
& Disability Action will hostthisforum 
to discuss strategies to fix the city’s 
affordable housingcrisis, particularly 
as it affects in the Richmond District. 
Sup. Eric Mar is expected to attend. 

THURSDAY 5 

CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS! 

(WITH LESS STUFF) 

Berkeley Fellowship of Unitarian 
Universalists Hall, 1924 Cedar, Berk. 
7-10pm, $5-10 suggested donation. 

Join Transition Berkeley, Sticky Art Lab 
and Berkeley Fellowship of Unitarian 
Univeralists for a screening of Annie 
Leonard’s famous animated documenta¬ 
ry, “The Story of Stuff,” about the envi¬ 
ronmental and social problems created 
by our excessive consumption patterns. 
The night will also feature a screening 
of “The Story of Solutions,” showcasing 
creative responses to these problems. 
The nightwill also feature talks by Allison 
Cook, from The Story of Stuff Project, 
and Rachel Knudson from Sticky Art 
Lab on University Avenue, who’ll speak 
about this innovative new center for art 
and creative reuse. 

FRIDAY 6 

BOOK READING ON 
MIGRANT JOURNEYS 

Modern Times, 2919 24th St, SF. 7pm, 
free. El Salvadoran journalist Oscar 
Martinez, winner of Mexico’s Fernando 
Benitez National Journalism Prize 
and the Jose Simeon Canas Central 
American University Human Rights 
Prize, will appearat Modern Times 
bookstore for a reading from his new 
book, The Beast: Riding the Rails 
and Dodging Narcos on the Migrant 
Trail, published by Verso Books. The 
writer spent two years riding freight 
trains between Central America and the 
Southern US border, and documented 
accounts of a mass kidnappingand 
other harrowing stories. 

MEET CCSF’S NEW CHANCELLOR 

Saint Philip Church, 725 Diamond, 

SF. 7:30pm, free. The Noe Valley 
Democratic Club, San Francisco 
for Democracy, and the Upper Noe 
Neighbors will hostthe newChancellor 
of City College of San Francisco, Dr. 
Arthur Tyler, for a conversation with 
community members. Join in to listen 
to his remarks and participate in a ques¬ 
tion and answersession. 

MONDAY 9 

TALK WITH CHELSEA MANNING’S 
LAWYER 

Humanist Hall, 390 27th St., Oakl. 
www.couragetoresist.org 6:30- 
8:30pm, $5-10 suggested donation. 
David Coombs, the attorney of Chelsea 
Manning, formerly Private Bradley 
Manningofthe US Army, will speak 
about Manning’sstatusfollowing her 
sentencing in August 2013. The whis¬ 
tleblower, who published classified 
information about US military activity 
in Iraq and Afghanistan on the website 
WikiLeaks in 2010, leaked the largest 
set of classified documents in US 
history. Coombs will discuss what’s 
being done to support the prisoner of 
conscience since she was sentenced 
to 35 years in prison for heractions, 
which were charged as violations of the 
Espionage Act and other offenses. 
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Independent Art and Craft Festival 


FREE COLLECTABLE TOTE & ART PRINT 
TO THE FIRST 200 PEOPLE EACH DAY! 


HANDMADE GIFTS AND FOOD 
FREE CRAFT WORKSHOPS 
CHARITY RAFFLE 
FREE GIFT WRAPPING STATION 


CONCOURSE 
EXHIBITION 
CENTER 
EAST HALL 

December 
7th-8th 
Saturday 
& Sunday 
# 11-6 
ADMISSION 
IS FREEf 

# 

www.SanFr anciscoE 



San Francisco's 
#1 Choice 
for Medi-tal 


| 


• 600 Providers 
^2,000 Specialists 

• 200+ Pharmacies 
•lEmtergency Care Nationwide 

• 24/7 Free Nurse Advice Line 


m SSSSfSlSS C0 (888) 205-6552 

Here for you www.sfhp.org 
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6 YEARS 
IN A ROW 
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VALENCIA 

sells more bikes than any 
other S.F. Dealer... 
there must be a reason! 


mi, mmm 
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1065 & 1077 Valencia (Btwn 21st & 22nd St.) • SF 
SALES 415-550-6600 • REPAIRS 415-550-6601 

MON-SAT 10-6, SUN 11-5 

valenciacyclery.com 




California Institute 
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Explore the programs that 
CMS has to offer. 

At our fall information sessions, faculty will 
provide insight into the programs’ mission 
and purpose, and cover relevant topics in 
their fields. Questions about admissions, 
curriculum, placement, financial aid, and 
scholarships will also be addressed. 

For times and location of fall information sessions, 
visit: www.ciis.edu/infosessions 

GRADUATE PROGRAMS 

SCHOOL OF 

CONSCIOUSNESS AND TRANSFORMATION 

Anthropology and Social Change (MA, PhD) 

Asian and Comparative Studies (MA, PhD) 

Creative Inquiry, Interdisciplinary Arts (MFA) 

East-West Psychology (MA, PhD) 

Ecology, Spirituality, and Religion (MA, PhD) 

Philosophy, Cosmology, and Consciousness (MA, PhD) 
Transformative Leadership (MA, online) 

Transformative Studies (PhD, online) 

Women’s Spirituality (MA, PhD) 

Writing and Consciousness (MFA) 

SCHOOL OF 

PROFESSIONAL PSYCHOLOGY & HEALTH 

Clinical Psychology (PsyD) 

Human Sexuality (PhD) 

Integrative Health Studies (MA) 

COUNSELING PSYCHOLOGY 

Community Mental Health (MA) 

Drama Therapy (MA) 

Expressive Arts Therapy (MA) 

Integral Counseling Psychology (MA) 

Somatic Psychology (MA) 

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM 

SCHOOL OF UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES 

Bachelor of Arts Completion Program (BA) 


For more information, including transportation and parking options, 
visit our website at www.ciis.edu, or call 415.575.6154. 


www.ciis.edu 

Accredited by Western Association of Schools and Colleges 
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COSTUMES ON HAIGHT 

$14.95 SANTA SUITS! 


Nobody said you 
had to be a 

GOOD 
SANTA! 


COSTUME SALES & DENTALS 

WIGS • MAKEUP • MASKS • HATS • ACCESSORIES 


WWW.COSTUMESONHAIGHT.COM 

735 HAIGHT, SF ■ 415-621-1356 



BERKELEY! 

{ M ARTISANS 

holiday! 


STUDIOS 

A SELF GUIDED TOUR 


100 

ARTISANS 

INVITE YOU IN ! 

UNIQUE HANDCRAFTED GIFTS 


WEEKENDS 

11/30 THRU 12/22 
WWW. 
berkeley 
artisans 

•com 

510 845-2612 MAPS ONLINE 
OR IN THE EAST BAY EXPRESS 




IN THE CITY 

WHERE INNOVATION IS 

THE LITERARY TRADITION 



■MASTER OF FINE ARTS IN WRITING- 


FACULTY 

Catherine Brady • D.A. Powell 
Bich (Beth) Minh Nguyen 
Dave Madden • Nina Schuyler 
Lewis Buzbee • Norma Cole 
Stephen Beachy • K.M. Soehnlein 
Joshua Mohr • Porter Shreve 
Susan Steinberg • Ryan Van Meter 
Bruce Snider 

Thomas Sayers Ellis, visiting writer 


APPLY NOW! APPLICATIONS 
DUE JAN. 15, 2014. 

• Fiction, poetry, and nonfiction 

• Workshops paired with craft seminars 

• Teaching assistantships 

• Two semesters of one-on-one thesis 
instruction 

LEARN MORE AT: 415 - 422-6066 
mfaw@usfca.edu • usfca.edu/mfaw 


✓^UNIVERSITY OF College of Arts 
FRANCISCO and Sciences 


CHANGE THE WORLD FROM HERE 



Canyon Cinema Pop-Up 

over 150 experimental films available on DVD 

December 4th - 21st 
Hours: Wed, Fri, Sat, 4 to 8pm 

3285 20th Street (at Folsom) 

at Kadist Art Foundation 
www.kadist.org 415 738 8668 



The future of 
public high school 
education is here 




san francisco I flex academy 


* Computer stations 
for every student 

* Engaging and 
personalized learning 

* Located downtown 
near Union Square 

* Small class sizes, 
clubs and sports 


NOW ENROLLING! 

Attend December 7 Open House 
for 10 a.m. or call to request an 
appointment. Visit us online to 
RSVP or for more information. 


FlexSF.org 

855.542.2934 
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OPINION 


THE MARSH IS A METAPHOR FOR THE CURRENT DISPLACEMENT OF PEOPLE + CULTURE IN THE MISSION. 


Development must 
protect the arts 


BY STEPHANIE WEISMAN 

OPINION Recently, the Bay Guardian 
ran an article critical of The Marsh 
theater's position on the condo 
development proposed for 1050 
Valencia St. (see "Street Fight: 
Driving us crazy," 11/12). It incor¬ 
rectly claimed that we oppose the 
project. Thank you, Guardian, for 
now giving us the opportunity to 
set the record straight. 

The Marsh does not oppose a 
proposal to develop condominiums 
and commercial space next door to 
us at 1050 Valencia St. Rather, we 
are trying to get conditions attached 
to the project's building permit — 
for both during and after construc¬ 
tion — that reflect that this devel¬ 
oper chose to build up against a 
world-renowned, community-based 
theater. We believe it is reasonable 
to expect the developer to be a good 
neighbor. 

For almost 25 years, The Marsh 
has developed solo performances, 
presenting nearly 700 performances 
annually with 400 in our Mission 
location alone. We also offer solo 
performance workshops and year- 
round after-school classes and 
camps for youth where no child — 
toddler through teen — is turned 
away because of lack of money. We 
foster risk-taking and diverse artists 
from novices to those with world¬ 
wide acclaim, giving voice to the 
vital stories of our times. 

The construction plans for 1050 
Valencia directly affect our theater 
space and our ability to continue 
to host live performance. As cur¬ 
rently designed, the plans for both 
construction and occupancy could 
mean noise that would drown out 
unamplified solo performance. The 
project will also reduce theater light¬ 
ing and ventilation. 

We've seen the history of new 
affluent residents in fancy SoMa 
live/work lofts who didn't like living 
next to the loud music and milling 
crowds they chose to move near. 
These wealthy newcomers could 
afford to hire lawyers and fight 
expensive legal battles, and they suc¬ 
cessfully closed down entertainment 
venues that had defined SoMa for 
decades. We seek conditions to pre¬ 
vent this from happening to us. 

We are requesting the large open 
deck adjacent to our building be 


moved behind a sound barrier. We 
are concerned that when residents 
have a party or open their windows 
with music blaring, the sound will 
disrupt our performances. This 
endangers our existence. We are also 
asking for conditions prohibiting 
the commercial space next to us 
from having live entertainment that 
would impact our performances. 

Without specific legally enforce¬ 
able conditions attached to the 
permits, we have no recourse if 
the developer or subsequent prop¬ 
erty owners lack good faith. To 
date, based on developer Mark 
Rutherford's treatment of us, we 
have no reason to believe in his 
good faith. San Francisco's develop¬ 
ment history shows that only legally 
enforceable conditions really protect 
the public interest over the "lifetime" 
of a building's construction and use. 

The Marsh is a metaphor for 
the current displacement of people 
and culture in the Mission District. 
Miraculously, we were able to pur¬ 
chase our building in 1996, a market 
low, with the support of our artists, 
patrons, board, and forward-look¬ 
ing foundation and nonprofit and 
commercial loan entities. Otherwise, 
The Marsh would not exist today. 

We would never have been able to 
afford today's market-rate rent. 

We are now a safe house for 
artists to develop their work at our 
space, for the children who take our 
affordable classes, and the audiences 
who attend our critically-acclaimed 
shows. But we are not indestructible. 
If protective conditions are not writ¬ 
ten into the building permit, and we 
end up with disrupted programs and 
performances, we will not survive 
artistically or financially. 

Will The Marsh go the way of 
our neighbors? Will we be developed 
into a bunch of two-bedroom con¬ 
dos selling for $1.75-$2.25 million, 
like the ones at 19th and Valencia? 
With maybe two below-market rate 
units set aside, as planned for 1050 
Valencia, where "below market" could 
mean $1 million. But where will the 
artists go? Where will young aspiring 
performers go? The audiences? 

Please join us and stand up for 
The Marsh at the Board of Appeals 
Hearing, City Hall, Dec. 11, 5pm. sfbg 

Stephanie Weisman is the founder and 
artistic director of The Marsh. 
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by TOM TOMORROW 



AND PROPOSALS TO BAN ASSAULT 
WEAPONS, LIMIT MAGAZINE CAPACITY, 
AND EXPAND BACKGROUND CHECKS 
WERE DEFEATED. 



THE RIGHT OF PARANOID LUNATICS 
TO OWN MILITARY GRADE WEAPONRY 
REMAINS SECURE—JUST AS THE 
FOUNDING FATHERS INTEND EDI 





A new holiday tradition: workers’ rights 


EDITORIAL The holiday season has 
officially started, and if you're any 
kind of American, you know what 
that means. Hordes of wild-eyed 
shoppers have descended upon us. 

If early morning stampedes at 
chain retailers and other hallmarks 
of the Black Friday phenomenon 
seem like a peculiar tradition, 
recent offshoots of the trend may 
prove even more bizarre. One is 
business' attempt to claim other 
Thanksgiving week calendar slots 
as holiday-shopping bonanzas in 
their own right. Cyber Monday is 
the busiest online shopping day of 
the year, we're told, while a grow¬ 
ing number of intrepid early-birds 
skipped out on Turkey Day alto¬ 
gether to go bargain hunting on the 
woefully titled "Brown Thursday." 

Then there are the growing 
ranks of cynics who've found cre¬ 
ative ways to critique in-your-face 
consumerism as a cultural defi¬ 
ciency, a sort of anti-Black Friday 
tradition. There's Buy Nothing Day, 
an alt standby appealing to the con¬ 
science of the thoughtful consumer. 

The web-based Black Friday 


Death Count ( www.blackfridaydeath - 
count.com), documenting six years 
of violent incidents stemming from 
holiday shopping frenzies, reads like 
a stark condemnation of petty greed. 
Viral YouTube videos of squabbling 
gift buyers, meanwhile, suggest that 
a mass audience of Internet viewers 
is reaching for the popcorn and tak¬ 
ing it all in, perhaps with the glee of 
blood-sport spectators. 

Yet a different aspect of Black 
Friday 2013 deserves a second look. 
This year, low-wage employees who 
generally make Black Friday profits 
possible got louder in their demands 
for better working conditions. 

Look at Walmart. It's the 
nation's largest employer, but its 
employees earn notoriously low 
wages — a fact highlighted by 
Black Friday protests staged outside 
Walmart stores nationwide, includ¬ 
ing in the Bay Area. For low-wage 
retail workers who can barely make 
ends meet let alone leave gift- 
wrapped digital devices under the 
tree, momentum seems to be build¬ 
ing. The National Labor Relations 
Board recently announced its inten¬ 


tion to pursue complaints against 
Walmart for illegally threatening 
and firing employees who participat¬ 
ed in last year's Black Friday protests. 

Further up the supply chain, the 
Port of Oakland saw a work stoppage 
from a group of truckers last week 
who have fallen into dire straits 
financially. Classified as owner-op¬ 
erators instead of employees and 
therefore unable to unionize, many 
face potential job loss because they 
can't afford engine retrofits needed 
to comply with new environmental 
regulations. The timing of their qua¬ 
si-strike, just as container ships were 
coming into port with cargo des¬ 
tined for Black Friday sales shelves, 
was no coincidence. 

All of which begs the question: 
If Black Friday, Cyber Monday, 
and Buy Nothing Day can all be 
incorporated as modern American 
traditions that directly follow 
Thanksgiving, why not claim a 
slice of the pie as well for workers 
putting themselves at risk in the 
name of better conditions? If these 
struggles are effective, it will be one 
more thing to give thanks for. sfbg 
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8th Annuat 

GOOD VIBRATIONS 



Quickie 

Short Erotic Film Competition 


Sexy, funny, explicit, romantic, 
kinky, hetero, kGBTQ 
and more in 7 minutes or less! 


Friday, December 6, 2013 

OwitAa JfieutAe 

7pm: NSFW debauched 
holiday pre-party $ 10 

Festive cocktails, live music, 
burlesque & sexy prizes! 





8pm: QUICKIES 
Screening $10 

The best sexy shorts 
from around the world 
hosted by a panel 
of saucy Queens 



Holiday attire 
encouraged! 
Must be 18+ 
to attend 


Advance tickets at: 

\ goodvibesquickies.com 
goodvibes.com 


201 11th Street 2315 Irving Street 3006 San Pablo 

Corner of Howard, SF San Francisco at Ashby, Berkeley 

(415)495-4201 (415)564-7333 (sio)548-2981 

Mon-Sun: 10am-6pm Mon-Sat: 9:45am-6pm Mon-Sun: 10am-6pm 

Sun: 11am-4:45pm 



ALLIANCE DENTAL & ORTHODONTICS 

SHOW YOUR FULL SMILE & HIDE YOUR BRACES 


$1000 OFF 

ANY ORTHODONTIC TREATMENTS 

INCLUDING 

• Invisalign 

• Lingual (behind-the-teeth) braces 

• and All Braces 



Offer expires 12/31/13. 

Must present coupon at time of visit 



Drs. Katrina Le & Bing Elliot Xia • Conveniently Located Right Downtown • 450 Sutter St., Suite 808 • (415) 986-2626 
Visit Our New Daly City Location • 355 Gellert Blvd., Ste 152 • Call Toll Free at 1-855-450-8080 • Free Parking right out front! 

www.alliancedentalandorthodo.com • Evening & Saturday appointments availabale • All major PPO plans accepted 


Anniversary Dinner: $200 
Bottle of Wine to Celebrate: $100 
Treatment for ED: PRICELESS 


u 

DI5C0IMT FABRICS 

SCISSORS 

20% to 

Choice of Gingher, Mundial or Fiskars 

50% OFF 

OLFA 

Rotary Cutters, Mats & Replacement Blades 

25% OFF 

DECORATION IDEAS 

Polyester Batting 48” - Looks Like Fresh Snow.. 

.25% OFF 

Felt 72” Wide All Colors. 

.25% OFF 

Net - Tule - Illusion Includes Sparkle. 

.20% OFF 

RIBBON 

Satin - Grosgrain - Velvet - Rat Tail 

50% OFF 

POLAR FLEECE 

Solids & Prints 

20% OFF 

ARTIST CANVAS 

60” Wide Gesso Coated 

$ 3.95 yd 

VELVETS-GARMENT STYLE 

(New Year is Velvet Time) 

25% OFF 


All Erectile 
Dysfunction 
and 

Premature 
Ejaculation 
Issues 
can be 
successfully 
treated 

TODAY! 


©0P©slM] 



Includes office 
visit, PSA test, 
Testosterone 
test, Ultrasound 
test, one year of 
follow up visits 
plus a test dose 
of medication 
guaranteed 
to work in 10 
minutes! 


Mon-Sun: 10am-6pm 


Prescriptions by Licensed Physicians and safe for men of all 
ages, including those with diabetes, hypertension, heart disease, 
prostate problems (including removal), impotency, and also for 
those taking nitrates. Guaranteed results on your first visit. 


Helping You To Achieve Advanced Performance! 


Advanced Male Medical Center 

170 Montgomery St., Suite #215, S.F., CA 94111 
AdvancedMaleMedical.com 

866 - 690-2644 
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RIGHT: ACTIVISTS MARKED THE 35TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ASSASSINATIONS 
OF MAYOR GEORGE MOSCONE AND HARVEY MILK WITH A PROTEST IN THE 
CASTRO NOV. 27. LEFT: MILK IS PICTURED IN HIS CAMERA STORE ON CASTRO 

STREET ON JUNE 28,1977. AP PHOTO OF HARVEY MILK; MARCH PHOTO BY KYLE SMEALLIE 
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© MANTRA FROM THE MILK/MOSCONE MEMORIAL MARCH: “FIGHT BACK!” 


Hundreds of activists and pro¬ 
gressive San Franciscans marked 
the 35th anniversary of the 
Mayor George Moscone and Sup. 
Harvey Milk assassinations on 
Wednesday night in the Castro 
with fiery speeches urging the 
crowd to "fight back!" against 
displacement and gentrification, 
conjuring the words and spirit of 
those slain leftist leaders. 

"Gotta have hope just to stay 
alive," the San Francisco Gay 
Men's Chorus sang of Milk and 
his message on the 35th anni¬ 
versary of that chorus' first per¬ 
formance, on the steps of City 
Hall on the day of the tragedy, 
belting out the refrain, "Gotta 
give 'em hope." 

Despite the onslaught of 
evictions triggered by real estate 
speculators and the city's current 
economic development policies, 
such as the tens of millions of 
dollars in tax breaks extended to 
Twitter alone, the defiant message 
from this podium did have an 
undercurrent of hope. 

But that hope was predicated 
on people's willingness to orga¬ 
nize and engage in "a fight they 
started," Tom Temprano, presi¬ 
dent of the Harvey Milk LGBT 
Democratic Club, said of Milk and 
Moscone, "a fight against gentrifi¬ 
cation and displacement." 

Yet Temprano also said that 
people have to feel stable and 
secure to really have hope: "You 
can't have hope without a roof 
over your head. You can't have 
hope without affordable hous¬ 
ing. And that's why we're march¬ 
ing today." 


Temprano then played an old 
news clip of Milk talking about 
his own eviction from the camera 
store and apartment where he 
lived on Castro Street, the result 
of similar economic forces that 
are overtaking the city today. 

Milk explained how San 
Francisco's economy relies on 
local residents being able to earn 
a living wage and not pay too 
much of their incomes in rents. 
But when landlords gouge their 
tenants, they have less to spend 
in local businesses, "and sooner 
or later, that's going to crunch 
the economy locally." 

One of the more fiery speech¬ 
es of the evening came from Brian 
Basinger of the AIDS Housing 
Alliance, who used one of Milk's 
signature lines when he said, "I'm 
Brian Basinger and I'm here to 
recruit you. I'm here to recruit 
you into a movement for housing 
justice that goes back decades." 

He cited the recent successes 
of that movement, from suing to 
stop CitiApartments from abusing 
and exploiting its tenants to stop¬ 
ping the 8 Washington luxury 
condo project when the voters 
overwhelmingly defeated Props. 
B&C this month. 

"Housing rights are human 
rights," Basinger said. 

Housing activist Tony 
Robles, a board member of the 
Manilatown Heritage Foundation, 
recalled being a student at 
Mission High School when the 
news of the assassinations was 
announced, an event that pro¬ 
foundly affected him. He said 
they represented "the spirit of 


community and the spirit of 
fighting for what is right." 

Robles called out Sup. Scott 
Wiener, a Milk successor repre¬ 
senting the Castro, calling Wiener 
unworthy of that legacy, citing his 
legislation allowing more apart¬ 
ments to be converted to condos 
and with closing the parks at 
night. "You were no Harvey Milk 
when you made that move, broth¬ 
er," Robles said, closing with this 
hope: "Let the poetry of Harvey 
Milk's struggle live on in the 
streets of San Francisco." 



H@#PENED 


11 . 27 - 12 . 3 . 2013 . 


Wiener and other politicians, 
including Mayor Ed Lee, Sen. 
Mark Leno, Board President David 
Chiu, and state Democratic Party 
head John Burton, spoke earlier 
in the day at a City Hall memo¬ 
rial. But they pointedly weren't 
invited to the more raucous eve¬ 
ning event (although Sup. David 
Campos, whose Assembly race 
against Chiu the Milk Club has 
endorsed, did show up to offer his 
silent support). 


"Fuck you, we are stay¬ 
ing!" was the message Shannell 
Williams, a San Francisco native 
and a rising young activist who 
came from the Save City College 
movement, had for the city's 
landlords and those who say 
low and middle income earners 
should just move to Oakland. 

She and others recalled the 
message of love and inclusion 
that were hallmarks of Milk and 
Moscone's political philosophy, 
as well as their belief in building 
coalitions to defeat powerful eco¬ 
nomic interests. 

Tommi Avicolli Mecca of the 
SF Housing Rights Committee 
cited recent successes the move¬ 
ment has had in fighting back 
against evictions and said, "It's 
because of the power we have as 
tenants when we unite and we 
fight back." 

He said that was Milk's cen¬ 
tral message: "If we unite and 
fight, we can win." And Mecca 
said San Francisco "doesn't 
belong to greedy landlords, it 
belongs to all of us." 

Cleve Jones, an longtime 
LGBT activist who was an intern 
for Milk at the time of the 
assassinations, noted, "There 
are some who will question our 
desire to raise political points 
tonight," recognizing this occa¬ 
sion has usually been a solemn 
memorial march. 

But he said that using this 
occasion as a vehicle for polit¬ 
ical organizing is the best way 
to honor the legacy of Milk and 
Moscone, who Jones said would 
be appalled by what's happening 


in this city. Jones told the story 
of an aging gay activist who was 
recently depressed about being 
displaced from the city, and Jones 
tried to comfort him by saying, 
"It's hard to get old in this town 
and see all the changes." 

It didn't help: Days later, 

Jones said his friend committed 
suicide by jumping from the 
Golden Gate Bridge. 

"It's not rhetoric and it's 
not hyperbole. This destroys 
lives," Jones said. It was a mes¬ 
sage repeated on a large banner 
carried by those leading the 
march to City Hall, which read, 
"Eviction=Death." 

The rally was closed out 
by members of the Sisters of 
Perpetual Indulgence, who cited 
a long list of "weird, kooky 
artistic innovators" from San 
Francisco's past, and said, "They 
never could have afforded to 
live here today." 

Then the Sisters offered 
an invocation they called the 
"Rosary of Housing Evils," asking 
the crowd to repeat the mantra 
"Save us from the speculators" 
between each of their prayers and 
observations for the city, which 
included: 

"Harvey Milk was evicted 
from his home." 

"Extend rent control to all res¬ 
idential and commercial units." 

"Forty percent of queer 
seniors cannot afford their rents." 

"Rent has risen 21 percent 
this year." 

"We all need to stay together 
or they'll pick us off one by one." 

(Steven T. Jones) 
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FOR MORE NEWS CONTENT VISIT 

SFBG.COM/POLITICS 


RIGHT: OSHA NEUMANN 
AND JASON DEANTONIS 
LEAD AN ART WALK. 
FAR RIGHT: ART IN THE 
ALBANY BULB 

GROUP PHOTO BY DOUG GILBERT; 
ART PHOTO BY CARLY NAIRN 



Last stand at the Bulb 


With Albany looking to clear a bayshore homeless encampment, residents brace for a conflict 



BY CARLY NAIRN 

news@sfbg.com 

NEWS As the squatter residents 
of Albany Bulb make one final 
push against being evicted from 
their home in a former landfill, 
the city of Albany is pushing 
forward with its plan to change 
the untamed space into a water¬ 
front state park (see "Battle of the 
bulb," Sept. 24). 

The first signs of the transi¬ 
tion came on Nov. 22, when a 
temporary shelter was set up for 
residents whose camps would be 
cleared. The shelter came after 
a disappointing week in court 
left the 50 to 60 residents of the 
Bulb without the stay-away order 
their advocates had sought, which 
they intended to use to keep the 
city and police at bay during the 
winter. 

On Nov. 18, the residents and 
their attorneys received word that 
the stay-away order was denied by 
U.S. District Judge Charles Breyer. 
After the decision and an Albany 
City Council meeting later that 
evening, campers and area activ¬ 
ists set up a permanent settlement 
against the eviction after march¬ 
ing through the streets of Albany. 


Barricades made of rocks were 
set up at the Bulb to resist police 
getting into the camps. However, 
the rain that followed for a few 
nights inhibited their efforts, 
according to activists involved in 
the action. And the police, using 
a backhoe, destroyed the rock bar¬ 
ricades. 

The city of Albany, according 
to a press release, is calling the 
transition "ACT" which includes, 
"Assistance to homeless, includ¬ 
ing housing-centered outreach, 
transitional services, support, and 
shelter; Cleanup and maintenance 
of the Bulb; and Transfer of the 
Bulb to McLaughlin Eastshore 
State Park." 

"As part of the City Council's 
Strategic Planning Process con¬ 
ducted in 2012, the City Council 
identified key goals for the 
City," Albany City Clerk Nicole 
Almaguer wrote in an email to 
the Guardian. "One of which 
is to 'Maximize Park and Open 
Space' including developing a 
plan to transition the Bulb into 
Eastshore State Park, and to 
improve accessibility for general 
public use of all of the Albany 
Bulb as a waterfront park." 

Almaguer stated that part of 


the plan included a temporary 
shelter and support services, 
which started this summer and 
is headed by Berkeley Food and 
Housing Project. The BFHP also 
provides case management for 
the Albany campers interested in 
securing housing outside of the 
Bulb. 

While the city has provided a 
housing subsidy program to help 
Bulb residents with rent, a portion 
of it will also need to be covered 
by the tenant. Many of the Bulb 
residents are only supported 
through government programs 
such as SSI, and cannot afford 
housing costs. 

In addition, most resi¬ 
dents, and their attorney Osha 
Neumann, who is also a longtime 
contributor to art at the Bulb, 
say that the city does not have 
any affordable housing in which 
the residents can transition into. 
Managed by Operation Dignity, a 
nonprofit designed to help home¬ 
less veterans, the transitional shel¬ 
ter is set up by Golden Gate Fields 
racetrack near the entryway into 
the Bulb. 

"I was out... talking to peo¬ 
ple and was overwhelmed by 
the fragility and vulnerability of 


many of them, as well as their 
strengths," Neumann said of 
the residents in an email to the 
Guardian. 

"The portables are awful. You 
look at the Bulb and all the life 
and beauty that's out there, and 
then you look at those anony¬ 
mous utilitarian boxes, and really 
you expect it all to be stuffed into 
those containers? 22 men in one, 
eight women in the other? It's all 
really appalling." 

According to the shelter's 
posted rules, the doors for the 
shelter open at 5:30pm and close 
at 8:30am. Showers may be taken 
8:30-9:30pm, and breakfast is 
served 7-8am. The sexes are sepa¬ 
rated, and pets must stay in ken¬ 
nels outside of the shelter. There 
are also no "in and out privileges" 
and if a person doesn't return by 
8pm they are not admitted into 
the shelter. 

No one stayed in the shelter 
the first three nights it was avail¬ 
able, according to city reports. 

Amber Lynn Whitson, a Bulb 
resident, said that access to the 
shelter is difficult for people, 
and doesn't address the need for 
people with disabilities for a bed 
during the day. 


"At least two individuals were 
turned away at the door to the 
shelter, due to their names not 
being on 'the list', she said in an 
email. "Both were told that they 
could stay in the shelter, despite 
their names not currently being 
on 'the list,' but only after getting 
'a voucher' from BFHP." 

The transitional shelter 
came to the residents' lives after 
Breyer rejected the campers' 
request for an injunction to 
block the eviction with a tem¬ 
porary restraining order. A law¬ 
suit also filed by the residents 
against the eviction remains 
open, according to Neumann. 

Based on information 
obtained in court documents, 
$570,000 was allocated to remove 
the Bulb residents, based on a 
Albany City Council decision 
made on Oct. 21, with $171,000 
spent on the clean up of the 
campsites and the remainder 
spent on the two portable trailers 
with bunk beds to serve as transi¬ 
tional housing for six months. 

As of now, the shelter's efficacy 
to get the campers off the Bulb, 
as well as the residents' efforts 
to resist the transition, remains 
unclear, sfbg 


NEWS The Albany 
Bulb, a wild shore¬ 
line space near 
Golden Gate Fields 
and a former landfill 
for BART construction 
and other industries, is 
well known for its art. Now 
that a transitional shelter looms 
over the entrance as part of the city's 
plan to remove the residents from the 
Bulb (see "Last Stand at the Bulb" in this 
issue), campers, activists, and artists came 
together this past weekend for a festival of 
resistance against the eviction. 

The rubble and sculpture filled space 


will soon be trans¬ 
formed into part of 
the Eastshore State 
Park system. The 
event drew around 
60 people, according to 
resident Amber Whitson. 

She led an art walk on Nov. 

29, giving the history of the art at 
the Bulb and explaining why it's important 
to preserve it as a cultural resource. 

"Some things should remain sacred, 
and Sniff paintings are out on the Albany 
Bulb," she said, referencing works by a 
group of Oakland-based artists. 

Other prominent Bulb artists, such as 


Osha Neumann and Jason DeAntonis, who 
built massive sculptures made of found wood 
and parts along the shoreline, were on hand 
to speak about their contributions and the 
personal significance the Bulb holds for them. 

While residents have come and 
gone throughout the years, the art has 
remained a constant draw. Graffiti artists 
practice their craft, and sculptors work 
undisturbed, using debris that is scattered 
around. Even some of the campers' shel¬ 
ters, makeshift shanties of concrete, wood 
and tarp, could be considered artistic. 

Once the transition of the Bulb from 
untamed outcrop to a state park of well- 
kept trails is further along, the city plans 


to remove most of the art currently 
installed there. 

The campers and activists organized the 
art walk as part of a three-day festival of 
trainings, workshops, and music, to enjoy 
the space, but also to educate residents and 
others about how the space could be kept 
in its current state. "I know that organizing 
is continuing, and again, the shape it takes 
will depend on how the city goes about the 
planned evictions," said Neumann in an 
email to the Guardian. 

For now though, the art stands, in 
between garbage, rubble, trees and shrubs, 
a constant reminder that artists and Bulb 
dwellers are still around. (Carly Nairn) 


Bulb art 

to be 

cleared 
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SFUSD STUDENTS XOCHITL AND DESAMUEL HAVE BOTH EXPERIENCED SUSPENSIONS. 

GUARDIAN PHOTOS BY BRITTANY M. POWELL 


Suspending 

judgment 

SFUSD considers alternatives to suspensions that 
some say unfairly impact students of color 


BY JOE FITZGERALD RODRIGUEZ 

joe@sfbg.com 

The Guardian is publishing only the 
first names of minors and their relatives 
named in this story , to protect their 
privacy. 

NEWS In San Francisco public 
schools students can be sent home 
for talking back to a teacher, wear¬ 
ing a hat indoors, or sporting sag¬ 
ging pants. These infractions sound 
like the daily life of a kid, but the 
state calls them "willful defiance," a 
category of suspensions that are neb¬ 
ulous to define at best. 

Like the old saying about por¬ 
nography, teachers say they know it 
when they see it, but students and 
parents alike are now calling foul on 
the practice. 

The suspensions are so abundant 
in the San Francisco Unified School 
District that a movement has risen 
against it. Sending kids home not 
only is an ineffective punishment, 
opponents say, it also can lead youth 
into the criminal justice system. 

Now San Francisco Board of 
Education Commissioner Matt Haney 
is proposing a resolution that would 
ban willful defiance suspensions in 
San Francisco schools altogether. 

"There will still be situations 
where we need to send a student 
home, but willful defiance will not 
be one of those reasons," he told the 
Guardian. "Change is hard, compli¬ 
cated, and messy. But we can no lon¬ 
ger deal with discipline or interactions 
with our students in that sort of way." 

He plans to introduce the res¬ 
olution at the Dec. 10 Board of 
Education meeting, and if it passes, 
he said full implementation may 
take until the next school year. 

There's a fight to ban willful 
defiance suspensions statewide as 
well, but so far it's been stymied. In 
September, Assemblymember Roger 
Dickinson pulled a bill he authored 
that mirrored aspects of Haney's pro¬ 
posal. Those advocating for such a 


ban say it's an issue of racial justice. 

San Francisco's African American 
and Latino students together suffer 
80 percent of willful defiance sus¬ 
pensions, according to recent SFUSD 
data. The nonprofit student group 
Coleman Advocates for Children 
and Youth decried this statistic as an 
injustice, supporting the ban. 

The San Francisco Board of 
Education took tentative steps to 
reduce suspensions as a whole in 
2010, voting to introduce a new dis¬ 
ciplinary system called Restorative 
Practices districtwide. It's complex, 
but basically asks students to talk 
things out in what are called "restor¬ 
ative circles" that include everyone 
involved in an incident, like a fight. 

It's also about changing the cul¬ 
ture around discipline. It encourages 
teachers and students to establish 
a rapport, turning around the way 
some schools have practiced authori¬ 
ty for decades. 

At the time, there was hope. Fast 
forward three years, and that hope 
has dwindled. 

Early evidence shows that 
Restorative Practices work better than 
suspensions, and prevent behavioral 
problems down the road, too. But out 
of SFUSD's more than 100 schools, 
less than half of them started to 
implement the new reform. 

Few schools have fully inte¬ 
grated the change, officials told us. 
Haney's resolution addresses this 
with a mandate: SFUSD must imple¬ 
ment Restorative Practices through¬ 
out the San Francisco school district. 

The program is important, pro¬ 
ponents say, because the majority of 
the 55,000 students a year moving 
through San Francisco schools still 
face school discipline that can set 
them way back in school and later 
may lead to incarceration. And sus¬ 
pensions can be levied for the small¬ 
est of infractions. 

CUPCAKES AND JUSTICE 

Xochitl is a 15-year-old SFUSD soph¬ 
omore with long brown hair. She 



STUDENT BODY 


Ethnic breakdown of the 56,970 students 
enrolled in San Francisco Unified for the 


2012-13 school vear 
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SUSPENSIONS 

Total San Francisco Unified suspensions 
in the 2012-13 school year: 



Suspensions can last 



watches the TV show Supernatural 
(Dean is cuter than Sam) and yearns 
to one day live with her relatives in 
Nicaragua. Years ago on her middle 
school playground, she once faced a 
hungry child's ultimate temptation: 
free cupcakes. 

The baked goods sat in a box on 
the cement by the playground, unat¬ 
tended. The frosting sat un-licked, 
the wrappers unwrapped. 

She and her friend looked 
around, searching for a possible pas¬ 
try owner nearby. Runners circled 
around the track in the distance, 
but no one else was around. The 
cupcakes met a satisfying fate inside 
Xochitl's belly. The next morning 
went decidedly downhill. 

As she walked into school, the 
counselor told her to go home: She 
was suspended. 

"The cupcakes belonged to this 
girl because it was her birthday," 
Xochitl said, something she found 
out only once she was being pun¬ 
ished. "They went straight to suspen¬ 


sion, they didn't even let me speak." 

Restorative practices would have 
sat her with the birthday girl to explain 
her mistake and apologize. Maybe she 
would've bought the girl new cupcakes. 
That wasn't what happened. 

Suspended, Xochitl spent the 
day at her grandparents' house. Not 
every suspended student has a safe 
place to go. Some turn to the streets. 

In October a group of mostly 
black young students marched to the 
Board of Education to protest willful 
defiance suspensions. The group, 

100 Percent College Prep Institute, 
formed in the ashes of violence. 

"I drive a school bus for a living, 
and I had a boy on my bus who 
was not bad, but not good," said 
100 Percent College Prep Institute 
co-founder Jackie Cohen, speaking 
with the Guardian as she marched 
with her students. "When we got 
back from Christmas break, he wasn't 
back on the bus. Turns out he decid¬ 
ed to 'live that life.' Three days later, 

I found he was shot and killed." 


In some communities the jaws of 
crime and drugs are forever nipping 
at their children's heels. A child inside 
school is safe. Suspensions throw the 
most vulnerable students into the wild. 

"Preventing crime in San 
Francisco begins with keeping chil¬ 
dren in the classroom," SFPD Chief 
Greg Suhr wrote in a letter to the SF 
Examiner last year. "Proactive poli¬ 
cies, such as the 'restorative practices' 
implemented by the SFUSD, empha¬ 
size the importance of building posi¬ 
tive relationships while holding kids 
accountable for their actions." 

Black students make up about 10 
percent of SFUSD's population, but 
they represented 46 percent of SFUSD's 
total suspensions in 2011-12, according 
to SFUSD data. Latino students repre¬ 
sented about 30 percent of suspensions. 

The racial disparity of suspen¬ 
sions mirror the disparity of incar¬ 
ceration. A study by nonprofit group 
The Advancement Project found 
that in 2002, African American 
youths made up 16 percent of the 
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juvenile population but were 43 per¬ 
cent of juvenile arrests. 

Xochitl sees that with her own 
eyes every day. 

"Some kids turn to the streets, you 
know. I've seen people younger than 
me go to jail," Xochitl said. "I was on 
Instagram and saw a friend locked up. 

I knew that girl, she's in my PE class." 

It's one of our country's many 
shameful open secrets. Nearly half 
of all adult men in the United States 
serving life sentences are African 
Americans, and one in six is Latino, 
according to data from the nonprof¬ 
it group the Sentencing Project. 

Fathers and sons, mothers and 
daughters, all trapped in a cycle of 
poverty to prisons that for some 
starts at school. 

"As a school district, when that's 
staring us in the face, we can't not 
do something about it," Haney said. 

Sometimes it begins when stu¬ 
dents are still learning their ABC's. 

BRUISES INSIDE AND OUT 

Restorative Practices are implement¬ 
ed from kindergarten to high school. 

"If [students] don't have a sense 
of belonging... that's going to prevent 
schools from addressing behavior," 
Kerry Berkowitz, the district's program 
administrator of Restorative Practices, 
told us. The seeds of mistrust are 
planted when students are young. 

Desamuel could not yet spell the 
world "police" when he first met them. 

He was 5 years old, and as kin- 
dergartners sometimes do, he threw 
a temper tantrum. In the school's 
desperation to contain him, officials 
called the SFPD. 

"The police only came one 
time," Desamuel, now 7, told 
the Guardian. Sitting in his San 
Francisco home with his uncle 
Lionel, Desamuel sounded ashamed. 
"But I didn't go to jail because they 
only put kids in jail for being bad, 
like kids taking guns to school." 

The memory angers Desamuel's 
uncle, who feels Restorative Practices 
would have prevented the misunder¬ 
standing. 

His home is a testament to bridge 
building. Lionel, his brothers and 
mother all pitch in to take care of 
Desamuel while the boy's father 
makes what he calls "a transition." 

The home is large by San Francisco 
standards. Drawings of Spider man and 
Batman line the wall, equal in number 
only to the portraits of their family, 
most of whom live in the city. There's 
a lot of care in Desamuel's life. That 
hasn't stopped his tantrums, though. 

The family tried to get him ther- 
apy, psychological analysis, anything 
to help. But as any parent can tell you, 
sometimes a child just needs love. 


Lionel struggled with the school's 
administration, and asked it to try 
less punitive ways of handling his 
nephew. "I told them to just hug the 
boy. Their response was 'it's hard to 
hug someone swinging at you.'" 

The last time Desamuel fought 
a student he was tackled to the 
ground by a school security guard. 
The now-second grader came home 
with a bruise on his face. 

"When I was bad I hurted the 
children. I wasn't supposed to get 
up, and couldn't get up off the 
ground. He took me by the arms 
and legs," Desamuel said. 

The problem with outsize use 


of suspensions and punitive action, 
Berkowitz said, is that it breeds a 
fear of school that shouldn't exist. 
Desamuel is no different. 

"I got sent to the office and I 
had to go to the principal's office 
and they talked about me being 
bad," Desamuel said. "I think 
because I make too much trouble 
I have a lot of problems and they 
don't want me to be there." 

Cat Reyes is a history teacher 
who is now a Restorative Practices 
coach at Mission High School. She 
said transformation in behavior is 
the whole point. 

She told the Guardian about 
a student who recorded a fight on 
film. The two fighting teenagers tried 
to let the incident go, but with the 
video online for all to see their pride 
came between them. If the school 
suspended the girl who recorded the 
fight there may never have been res¬ 
olution. The wounds would fester. 

But now the girl will join a 
restorative circle and explain her 
actions to those involved in the 
fight, and their parents. That's far 
more daunting to kids than simply 
going home for a day, Reyes said. It 
doesn't just stop at the talk though. 
"On one end she has to say sorry," 
Reyes said. "But now she may go 
to the media center and create a 
[movie] about it on our closed circuit 
TV. The consequence fits the crime." 

As students talk out their differ¬ 


ences enemies can become friends, 
she said. After all, the goal is to cor¬ 
rect bad behavior and break destruc¬ 
tive cycles. Yet less than half of the 
schools in SFUSD are employing 
Restorative Practices. 

SLOWLY BUT SURELY 

One of the biggest critiques of 
Restorative Practices is that it removes 
consequences. That's the wrong way 
to look at it, Berkowitz said: "When 
people say consequences, they mean 
punishment. We want to work with 
students to find root causes." 

The numbers back her up: 2,700 
SFUSD staff members have trained 


in Restorative Practices, according to 
data provided by the district. This 
consequently led to a strong reduc¬ 
tion in suspensions, the district says, 
from more than 3,000 in 2009 to 
about 1,800 last year. 

SFUSD recognized a good thing 
when it saw it, growing the Restorative 
Practices budget from $650,000 in 
2009 to $900,000 in 2013. 

But only about 25 schools start¬ 
ed measurable implementation, 
Berkowitz said. She put it plainly, 
saying the program is in its infancy. 
"Are they 'there' yet?" she said. "No." 

"Our team is pretty maxed 
out," she said. "To really bring this 
to scale and implement Restorative 
Practices, there'd need to be a lot of 
discussions around that." 

Asked how much she'd need to 
fully fund the program across all 
schools, she was evasive. Haney was 
more direct. When asked if his reso¬ 
lution tied funding to the mandate 
of implementing Restorative Practices 
district-wide, he admitted that a fund¬ 
ing source hadn't yet been identified. 

"Mostly we hear there needs to 
be more: more support, more social 
workers, more people in schools to 
make this functional," he said. "It's 
a longer term challenge." 

That solution may emerge as the 
resolution goes through the approv¬ 
al process, but the program faces 
other problems besides funding. 

Teachers have depended on sus¬ 


pensions as a tool for years. Money is 
one thing, but changing educators' 
minds about discipline is another. 

THE “R” WORD 

Martin Luther King Jr. fought for the 
integration of schools, but in a speech 
about Vietnam he said something 
that could apply to the SFUSD today. 

"Life and history give eloquent 
testimony to the fact that conflicts 
are never resolved without trustful 
give and take on both sides," the 
Southern preacher said in one of his 
last speeches before his death. 

There is one issue simmering under 
this entire debate, festering, unspoken. 


"SOME KIDS TURN 
TO THE STREETS, 
YOU KNOW. 

I'VE SEEN PEOPLE 
YOUNGER THAN ME 
GO TO JAIL” 

XOCHITL, STUDENT 


Why are black and Latino students sus¬ 
pended more than other groups? Is this 
system inherently racist? 

It's a tough question. Teachers are 
notoriously underpaid, overworked, 
under supported, and asked to enforce 
the newest policies at the drop of a 
hat. The teachers the Guardian spoke 
to all described a packed year filled 
with new methods to learn, all with 
a common purpose — a love of their 
profession and a love of their students. 

"There's a hesitancy to talk about 
race with this," said Kevin Boggess, 
civic engagement leader for Coleman 
Advocates, the group leading the 
charge for the willful defiance ban. 

Nevertheless the question of racism 
permeates the discussion. Xochitl felt 
persecuted as one of the few Latinas in 
a mostly Asian middle school. 

In the case of Desamuel, the 
young black child who had the 
police called on him at age 5, his 
uncle stressed the need for culturally 
aware teaching. Lionel said Desamuel 
was well-behaved when he had an 
authoritative, elderly black female 
teacher, but acted up in the hands 
of substitutes who weren't black and 
whom he characterized as "young 
and new" to teaching. Then again, 
the principal who called the police to 
handle Desamuel was herself black. 

Norm "Math" Mattox is a former 
James Lick Middle School math and 
science teacher, and he said from his 
perspective as an African American 


he's seen the issues Haney's resolu¬ 
tion addresses clear as day. 

"My sense is that teachers might 
be blowing the alarm a little bit too 
soon as far as their brown and black 
students are concerned, especially 
the boys. They don't know how to 
manage them," he said. In his expe¬ 
rience, misbehaving children are 
sent out of the room too soon. 

In the short term, suspensions 
are an expedient tool, but punish¬ 
ment without communication does 
long lasting damage. "The dynamic 
between teacher and student did 
not get resolved inside of the class," 
he said. 

One SFUSD school tackled the 
specter of racism head-on. Mission 
High School is at the vanguard of what 
its principal calls "anti-racist teaching." 

Mission High has a higher 
African American student college 
placement rate than many SFUSD 
schools, a group that struggles to 
perform elsewhere. And as a desig¬ 
nated "newcomer pathway" for new 
immigrants, the school has 40 per¬ 
cent English language learners. 

Mission High's principal, Eric 
Guthertz, is energized by the chal¬ 
lenge. He revamped the way the 
school teaches to address race and 
ethnicity directly. 

The geometry teachers use 
Bayview District planning data to 
illustrate mathematical lessons, and 
teachers look at grades by ethnicity 
and address disparities directly. 

Guthertz credited Restorative 
Practices with lowering the school's 
suspensions. SFUSD data shows 
Mission High's steady suspension 
decline, with a 14 percent sus¬ 
pension rate in 2009, before the 
program started, and down to a 0.4 
percent suspension rate by 2012. 

"We've deeply embraced 
Restorative Practices," he said. 

Next week San Francisco will see 
if the Board of Education will take the 
same leap Guthertz did. As he is quick 
to point out, shifting the culture at 
Mission High School took years. 

The Guardian contacted mem¬ 
bers of the school board, but did not 
hear back from them before press 
time to see how they may vote. 

Either way, it's time for SFUSD 
to change its ways, Haney said. But 
no matter what side of the matter 
you fall on, he said, it's important to 
remember one thing. 

"Everyone involved in this con¬ 
versation wants to do better by these 
students," he said. 

The San Francisco Board of 
Education will vote on the ban of 
willful defiance suspensions and 
full implementation of Restorative 
Practices at its Dec. 10 meeting, sfbg 
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Pacific Community Ventures 

Renaissance 
Entrepreneurship Center 
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Featuring Entrepreneurs from 


Women’s Initiative 
The SF LGBT Center 


Dec 13 

Featuring Artisan Foods from 
the Women Entrepreneurs of 




La Cocina 


Find the best locally produced 
Bay Area gifts from 11AM-7AM 
& Ring in the holiday cheer during 
Happy Hour from 5-7 PM 
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jGalleria bay-guardian 

50 Post Street. SF, CA 
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BEST BURRITO, 
VEGGIE BURRITO, 

IN SAN FRANCISCO! 

Bay Guardian 
"Best of the Bay" 

1998,1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 
200B, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 
2009, 2012, 2013 
• OPEN EVERYDAY • 


2288 Mission St. @ 19th 
(415) 252-9560 
1003 Market St. @ 6th 
(415) 864-6773 

Come visit our newest location: 

3211 Mission St. @ Valencia 
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317 Sanchez St @ 16th 
San Francisco 

415 . 558.8149 



Mikkeller BAR 


42 TAPS & SPECIALIZED BOTTLE 
SELECTION FROM THE BEST 
BREWERIES IN THE WORLD 

OPEN EVERYDAY AT 12 
KITCHEN OPEN TILL 11PM 

34 MASON STREET, SF 
(415)984-0279 
www.mikkellerbar.com 
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BY MARCIA GAGLIARDI 

culture@sfbg.com 

TABLEHOPPER The 510 is blowing 
up with new openings. Plus: how 
to get dinner delivered in SF for 
$ 12 . 



STYLIN’ IN THE 510: OAKLAND’S NEW PENROSE 

PHOTO BY DANA EASTLAND/TABLEHOPPER 


CHOW NOW 

While San Francisco always has 
a ton of new places to check out, 
we would be remiss if we didn't 
mention all the culinary amaz¬ 
ingness that's popping up on the 
other side of the bay right now. 
Two words: en fuego. Currently 
in its soft opening mode is the 
brand-new lyasare (1830 Fourth St, 
Berk, www.iyasare-berkeley.com) 
from chef-owner Shotaro Kamio, 
most recently at Yoshi's in San 
Francisco. This very personal proj¬ 
ect looks to Kamio's hometown of 
Tohoku in northeastern Japan for 
inspiration. The menu has rustic 
appeal, with dishes like eggplant 
and miso and whole-roasted bran- 
zino, but it's elevated by Kamio's 
fantastic sourcing and flair (there 
is also intriguing sushi, and some 
other raw items). Lunch is coming 
in a couple weeks. 

More Berkeley action: a new 
modern Greek restaurant, Pathos 
(2430 Shattuck Ave, Berk. www. 
pathorestaurant.com) from 
chef-owner Nick Eftimiou, who is 
breaking out some family recipes, 
and plans to stay open late on the 
weekends — there's a full bar. Opa! 

All kinds of hype is brewing 
around Oakland's new Penrose 
(3311 Grand Ave, Oakl. www. 
penroseoakland.com) from 
Charlie Hallowell (Boot & Shoe 
Service, Pizzaiolo). The stylish 
60-seat space is eye-catching to 
say the least, with custom ele¬ 
ments like chic dining tables, glass 
lighting, and dark gray concrete 
bar. The menu, under chef Miles 
Schaefer, features many items 
coming from the wood-fired grill, 
plus some raw items too, like a 
hamachi crudo with za'taar and 
radish. Cocktails, check. Hours are 
Thu-Mon 5pm-12am. 


Additional Oakland openings 
include the intimate Osmanthus 
(6048 College Ave, Oakl. www. 
osmanthusrestaurant.com) in 
Rockridge, serving a modern-clas¬ 
sic Asian menu from chef Julia 
Klein (previously at Terra in St. 
Helena); her menu has plenty of 
small plates like chicken wings, 
dry-fried green beans, mapo tofu, 
and some fried rice dishes. There's 
a bar in the back, too. 

Just down the street is Box 
& Bells (5912 College Ave, Oakl. 
www.boxandbells.com) from 
chef James Syhabout (Commis, 
Hawker Fare), with Benjamin Coe 
(Commis) leading the kitchen. 
The hearty menu includes coun¬ 
try pork pate, fried chicken, and 
tikka masala mussels — damn, 
that sounds amazing. Cocktails 
are $10. 

The folks behind the popu¬ 
lar Ohgane have opened Copan 
(4869 Telegraph Ave, Oakl. 510- 
654-2000) in the former Sura in 
Temescal. The Korean-Japanese 
menu features small plates like 
scallion pancake, bibimbap, stews, 
and soups. Lunch and dinner 
daily, llam-lOpm. 

Craving some Jamaican eats, 
mon? Swing by the newly opened 
Kingston 11 (2270 Telegraph Ave, 
Oakl. 510-214-2311) which grad¬ 
uated from its pop-up status 
into a full-fledged restaurant. 

The Jamaican menu, which uses 
organic ingredients, includes salt 
fish fritters, black pepper tofu, 
and of course jerk chicken with 
rice, peas, and plantains, along 
with oxtail stew. A rum bar pro¬ 
vides cocktails, with other spirits, 
wine, and beer. 


BALLIN' ON A BUDGET 

You're hangry, it's Tuesday night, 
and you don't want to spend $20 
on a delivery minimum from 
your local Thai place, plus tax 
and tip, and wait 45 minutes. You 
just want a well-balanced meal, 
nothing too fancy, but definitely 
tasty. Meet Sprig (www.eatsprig. 
com), a new service that delivers 
a meal to you via its iPhone app 
in about 20 minutes. For $12, 
all-inclusive. Say what? You can 
check out Sprig at this introduc¬ 
tory price through December; the 
cost will go up a little bit in the 
new year (the delivery area is also 
expanding too, and Android sup¬ 
port is on its way). 

Delivery hours are Mon-Thu 
6pm-9:30pm, and you can choose 
from three different entrees (with 
sides) each night, which range 
from a lighter option to a heavier 
one, plus there's a vegetarian pick, 
and one is always gluten-free too. 
The food is from former Google 
executive chef Nate Keller, and 
you can expect quality and sea¬ 
sonal ingredients. My dinner one 
night (the "light" option) includ¬ 
ed two chicken empanadas — I 
saved one for lunch the next day 
— with sauteed spinach and saucy 
chickpeas on the side. It was on 
the level of a simple home-cooked 
meal, but only took me a few taps 
on my phone. And just one dish 
to wash, sfbg 

Marcia Gagliardi is the founder of 
the weekly tablehopper e-column; 
subscribe for more at www.tablehop- 
per.com. Get her app: Tablehopper's 
Top Late-Night Eats. On Twitter: 
@tablehopper. 
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INTRODUCING OUR CEVICHE & OYSTER BAR 


4230 18TH ST, SAN FRANCISCO, 
CA 94114 • 415.525.4921 
WWW.CAFELATAZA.COM 

BREAKFAST • 


LUNCH 


MON-THU 7AM-9PM 
FRI-SAT 7AM-10PM 
SUN 7AM-3PM 

DINNER 


SOMA 

Window Service • Delivery • Pick Up 

171 Stillman St. 
415-974-1303 

Potrero Hill 

Dine-ln • Pick Up 

300 Conneticut St. 
415-641-1440 

West Portal 

Counter Service • Delivery • Pick Up 

1 70 West Portal Ave. 
415-242-4628 


ORDER ONLINE 

www.GoatHill.com 



HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 
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Goat Mill (Pizza 

San Francisco Sourdough Pizza since 1975 







www.sfbg.com/mission-guide 


In association with the Mission Merchants: 
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BENDERS BAR & GRILL 
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19 th 
415.824.1800 


Make-Out Room 


SATURDAY 12/7 AT 5PM, $10 

A BENEFIT FOR ALAN FORBES 

JELLO BIAFRA • WHITE MANNA 
HARDERSHIPS • HOT LUNCH 
THE FREEKS • ETHAN MILLER 


BENDER’S BAR 

ARTIST OF THE MONTH: 
KINDLE PSZANOWSKI 
KITCHEN HOURS: 

MON - FRI6PM - 11PM • SAT 4PM - 10PM 
EXTENDED KITCHEN HOURS FRI/SAT ‘TIL 1AM 

WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM, $5 

EL SUPERRITMO! 

W/ ROGER MAS Y EL KOOL KYLE 
CUMBIA/DANCEHALL/SALSA/HIP-HOP 


SUNDAY 12/8 AT 7:30PM, $8 

CAROLYN MARK 

PETER CASE (PLIMSOULS) 
HAPPY VALLEY SINGERS 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 • www.makeoutroom.com 


Adobe Books Backroom Gallery opening reception 

At Adobe’s latest art show curated by Katie Hood Morgan, The Ant and the Mushroom: 
A Parable, truth proves to be stranger than fiction. Humans imagine that they exist at the 
very top of a complex hierarchy of plant and animal life but are blissfully ignorant of 
(or rail futilely against) the forces of nature acting on us both internally and externally. 
The artists here choose to relinquish this control and instead dig deep into the unknown 
-the edges of our knowledge, where biology meets imagination. Stephanie Rohlfs grafts 
cacti, The Cyborgesses encourage a strange and colorful garden to grow, Hanhan 
Zhang’s sensual ceramic flowers sprout from the walls, and Amber Stucke creates highly 
detailed scientific drawings in the new-and-improved 24th Street shop. Find out more at 
adobebackroomgallery.com. 


598 VALENCIA ST. 

® 17 th STREET 

431-3351 

SFELTORO.COM • OPEN 10AM-10PM DAILY 


Thursday ; December 5 from 6-9pm @ Adobe Books, 3130 24th St., SF 
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SLING A GUN 
OR WIELD A WAND. 


THURSDAY 12/5 

© GABY MORENO 

This year, when Guatemalan-born 
Los Angeles transplant Gaby Moreno 
won Best New Artist at the Latin 
Grammys, she had already earned 
nods from the same voting body, in 
the form of nominations in 2012 for 
Song and Record of the Year. The tune 
was "Fuiste Tu," the video for which is 
in the hundred million view club on 
YouTube. Her voice is a close cousin to 
that of Norah Jones, and her bilingual 
blend of jazz, soul, and blues has won 
effusive praise from NPR and The New 
York Times. And she's got pop-cul¬ 
ture cred, too: Fans of TV's Parks and 
Recreation will note that she earned an 
Emmy nom in 2010 for co-writing its 
theme song. (Nathan Baker) 

With David Garza, Cazadero, Irene Diaz 

8pm, $15 

Slim’s 

333 11th St, SF 
www.slimspresents.com 


© SCOTT WELLS 
AND DANCERS 


Fatherhood as a topic for dance? 
Never heard of it. But here come 
Scott Wells and Sheldon B. Smith, 



two very smart, highly experienced 
choreographers, with a dance about 
dads. With one exception, all the 
performers in Father On actually are 
fathers. We all know that today's 
fathers are neither like our own, 
nor like the comic versions that still 
percolate through TV shows. But 
what are they? I look forward to wit¬ 
nessing what these men have to say. 
(Rita Felciano) 

Thu/5-Sat/7, 8pm; Sun/8, 7pm, $25 
ODC Theater 
3153 17th St, SF 
www.odcdance.org 
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the way, Blanche goes cougar 
for a day, and she, Dorothy, and 
Rose are mistaken for prostitutes 
and taken to jail. Thank you for 
being a holiday tradition, ladies. 
(Janina Glasov) 

Through Dec 22, $30 
Thu-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 7pm 
Victoria Theatre 
2961 16th St, SF 
www.trannyshack.com 


© “OPEN MIC GLAM DRIVE” 

What's better than a night 



© A CHORUS LINE 

In classic musical A Chorus Line, based 
on the book by James Kirkwood Jr. 
and Nicholas Dante, 17 Broadway 
dancers audition for a spot in the 
chorus line — the gig of a lifetime for 
any of them. It's a story that resonat¬ 
ed with audiences and awards-givers 
(it won Tonys and a Pulitzer), and 
continues to be popular today nearly 
40 years after its debut. San Francisco 
State associate professor Barbara 
Damashek (a Tony nominee herself, 
for her musical Quitters) directs San 
Francisco State University's Creative 
State's take on the backstage tale, fea¬ 
turing toe-tapping music and lyrics 
by Marvin Hamlisch and Edward 
Kleban. (Kirstie Haruta) 



Thu-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 2pm 
Little Theatre 

San Francisco State University 
1600 Holloway, SF 
creativestate.sfsu.edu 

© “PAISLEY 
UNDERGROUND REDUX” 

Amid the synth pop, power bal¬ 
lads, and schlock metal domi¬ 
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nating airwaves in 1983, a small 
nucleus of Los Angeles musicians 
looked backward to revive the 
purer pleasures of 1960s jangly 



power pop, garage rock, and psy¬ 
chedelia. Dubbed the "Paisley 
Underground," this beloved if 
short-lived scene inspired other 
bands around the globe. The four 
"founding father" (and mother) 
outfits are back in this one-night 
only reunion bill: mysterioso 
tripsters the Rain Parade, 
rootsy rockers the Dream 
Syndicate, twee yet 
punchy pure-poppers the 
Three O'clock, and 
all-female the Bangles 
— who started out 
as early Beatles idol¬ 
aters before (alone 
among this lot) 
scoring mainstream 
hits with a more 
commercial sound. 

(Dennis Harvey) 

8pm, $36.50 
Fillmore 
1805 Geary, SF 
www.thefillmore.com 


© THE GOLDEN GIRLS: 

THE CHRISTMAS EPISODES 

One thing you can always count 
on with San Francisco traditions 
is that they'll be anything but 
traditional. One example: the 
drag legends of Trannyshack 
(Heklina, Cookie Dough, 

Matthew Martin, and Polio Del 
Mar) starring as Miami's famous¬ 
ly sassy seniors in The Golden 
Girls: The Christmas Episodes. 

For 2013's version of the sit¬ 
com send-up — these shows 
sell out, so pounce on tickets 
ASAP — audiences can watch 
as Rose gets scared of going all 
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of music for a good cause? A 
night of music for two good 
causes! Local boutique 31 RAX 
and nightlife crew SheWolves 
present an open mic and glam 
drive that benefits not only the 
Asian Women's Shelter, but also 
Typhoon Haiyan relief efforts. 
All proceeds from the event's 
$5 cover will go to NAFCON 
to aid those affected by the 
devastating storm. And while 
you're getting gussied up for 
the night, round up some extra 
toiletries, makeup, hairbrushes, 
bras, and other beauty staples to 
bring and donate to the Asian 
Women's Shelter — an organiza¬ 
tion that since 1988 has worked 
to serve the needs of women, 
transpeople, and children who 
are survivors of domestic vio¬ 
lence and human trafficking. 
Aspiring performers can email 
openmic@31rax.com to reserve 
a spot. (Kirstie Haruta) 

7pm, $5 

Pa’ina Lounge & Restaurant 
1865 Post, SF 

facebook.com/31RAX 


FRIDAY 12/6 

©“HAND 


TO MOUTH 

COMEDY: 

FANTASY” 


There is a place, as far 
away as the outer reach¬ 
es of this galaxy, yet as 
close as the molecules of 
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air between your cotton pillow¬ 
case and the cartilage of your 
ear. It resembles the grounds 
of Hogwarts under constantly 
overcast purple-veined skies, and 
it holds the fortress of Isengard, 
which you reach by traveling 
along a chocolate river in a toll- 
booth. To avoid the dungeons 
and dragons of this land — a 



land accessed through a ward¬ 
robe only once every wrinkle 
in time, you may be asked to 
sling a gun or wield a wand. 
Upon their return, survivors 
Kellen Erskine, Kelly Anneken, 
Jules Posner, Kevin O'Shea, Gary 
Anderson, and Jaime Fernandez 
make light of this dark realm at 
this month's Hand To Mouth 
comedy show, piquing your fan¬ 
tasy and questioning your sani¬ 
ty. (Kaylen Baker) 

10pm,$8 

Dark Room 

2263 Mission, SF 

www.handtomouthcomedy.com 

SATURDAY 12/7 

G SWIFTUMZ 

Whoever said too much fuzz was 
a bad thing? Tonight, Swiftumz 
and Tony Molina will set out 
to prove that statement wrong. 
Headliner Swiftumz sounds like 



Sour Patch Kids taste: saccharine 
sweet with an unexpected bite. 
The project's vocalist and mas¬ 
termind, Christopher McVicker 
— who has written songs for 
Hunx and his Punx — blends 
power pop and punk with a lit¬ 
tle '60s flair. Also on the bill is 
Tony Molina, who will be taking 
the stage solo, then playing lead 
guitar in post-punk band Violent 
Change. As a solo artist, Molina 
takes cues from lo-fi standard 
Guided By Voices, adding a fuzzy 
coating to the Metallica cover 


that appears on his recent Six 
Tracks EP. (Erin Dage) 

10pm,$5 

Bender’s Bar and Grill 
806 S. Van Ness, SF 
www.bendersbar.com 

® 32ND ANNUAL 
ENCUENTRO DEL CANTO 
POPULAR 

The loss of three prodigious artists 
this year has prompted Accion 
Latina to dedicate this year's 
Encuentro del Canto Popular — a 
San Francisco tradition highlight¬ 
ing the status of the nueva cancion 
movement locally and interna¬ 
tionally — to their memories 
and their work. Jon Fromer (Jan. 
2), Rafael Manriquez (June 25), 
and Jose Montoya (Sept. 25) were 
superlative cultural workers, musi¬ 
cians, originators, and opinion 
leaders with a bulk of work that 
transcends California. Without 
a doubt, their presence in this 



world will be sorely missed. The 
show kicks off with the winners of 
"Encuentritos," a series of musical 
contests for emerging local artists. 
(Fernando Andres) 

7pm, $19 

Brava Theater Center 

2781 24th St., SF 

accionlatina.org/Encuentro2013 

G 2MANYDJS 

Once, at a packed Soulwax show, 
I witnessed a woman's rever¬ 
ent excitement achieve levels 
usually reserved for Michael 
Jackson concert videos. Then 
she fainted. On their end of 
things, Belgium's Dewaele broth¬ 
ers remain thoroughly irrev¬ 
erent, particularly in DJ form 
as 2manydjs. Recent projects 
include building 50,000-watt 
vinyl-only sound systems with 
James Murphy, recording trib¬ 
utes to David Bowie as part of 
their 24-hour online A/V site 
Radio Soulwax (not to be con¬ 
fused with Soulwax FM in Grand 
Theft Auto V), and slowing down 
old gabber tracks for kicks. Part 
of Mighty's 10-year anniversary 
celebration, this will be a spatial 
turn from 2manydj's hit-mash¬ 
ing festival ragers. Take care 


of the people up front. (Ryan 
Prendiville) 

With EUG, Ron (Cosmic Kids), Derek 
Opperman, J. Montag 
9pm, $25 
Mighty 

119 Utah, SF 
www.mightyll9.com 

TUESDAY 12/10 

* MODERN ART 
DESSERTS 

Typically, the labyrinthine galler¬ 
ies and glut of provocative visu¬ 
als in modern art museums have 
visitors turning towards sugar 
and fat in a nearby cafe to refu¬ 
el. Yet Caitlin Freeman, pastry 
chef of Blue Bottle Coffee in 
the San Francisco Museum of 
Modern Art (currently closed 
for construction), has reversed 
this pattern. The mimicry of 
modern art in her masterful 
pastries gives visitors a hun¬ 
ger to trail back through 
the exhibits for second 
look — the honey pistachio 
frozen mousse encased in a 
white chocolate cube and 
dotted with honeybees 
echoes Richard Avedon's 
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photograph of a bee-swarmed man; 
the salted chocolate and cream lay¬ 
ered cake mirrors Rineke Dijkstra's 
striped beach bather. Tonight, 
check out the photos and the rec¬ 
ipes in Freeman's new Modern Art 
Desserts, and taste the Mondrian 
Cake, a multi-blocked cake resem¬ 
bling Piet's primary grid. (Baker) 
7pm, free (RSVP to aberry@art.com) 
Art.com Pop-Up in Union Square 
117 Post, SF 
(415)956-2571 
www.modernartdesserts.com 


© “F00D-F0R-ALL” 

'Tis the season for techies to spread 
the wealth at the Tech Gives Back 
charity drive. The multi-week cam¬ 
paign concludes with "Food-for- 
All," a party hosted by ZeroCater, 
where guests are invited to eat as 
much as they want for free from 
the variety of foods provided by 
the corporate catering company's 
top vendors. If they choose to put 
down their plates, they can hit the 
dance floor, the bar, or the free 
photo booth. But this party isn't 
just fun, games, and Instagram 
fodder; there'll also be barrels for 
food donations, and all proceeds 
from ticket sales will go to the San 
Francisco and Marin food banks. 
(Glasov) 

6-9pm, $15 
Public Works 
161 Erie, SF 
blog.zerocater.com sfbg 


The Guardian listingsdeadline istwo weeks prior 
to our Wednesday publication date. To submit 
an item for consideration, please include the 
title of the event, a brief description of the event, 
date and time, venue name, street address 
(listing cross streets only isn’t sufficient), city, 
telephone number readers can call for more 
information, telephone numberfor media, and 
admission costs. Send information to Listings, 
the Guardian, 225 Bush, 17th Fir., SF, CA 
94105; ore-mail (paste press release into email 
body — no attachments, please) to listings® 
sfbg.com. Digital photos may be submitted in 
jpeg format; the image must be at least 240 dpi 
and four inches by six inches in size. We regret 
we cannot accept listings over 
the phone. 
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MUSIC Fans of the Dismemberment 
Plan may have found initial listens to 
Uncanney Valley (Partisan Records), the 
group's new post-breakup album and 
first original material in a dozen years, 
a little jarring. For a band that built 
its reputation upon jittery post-punk 
freakouts and raw, cathartic lyrical out¬ 
put, the more streamlined approach 
could take a little getting used to. 

But from the nervous angst of 
1999's Emergency & /, to the more 
somber and reflective comedown 
of 2001's Change , the four-piece has 
always managed to hold a mirror to 
the time and place its members were 
in at the time. Now, they're in (or 
approaching) their 40s, and are spread 
all over the East Coast with marriages 
and full-time jobs occupying their 
time. The new material is a flawed but 
ultimately rewarding reflection of the 
Dismemberment Plan, now. 

Formed in 1993 and steeped in the 
Washington, DC post-hardcore and 
art-punk traditions of bands like Fugazi 
and Jawbox, the Dismemberment 
Plan's success came slowly but surely 
over the following decade. The band's 
signatures — including its inventive 
rhythm section (propelled by the 
manic drumming of Joe Easley), injec¬ 
tion of synthesizers, and erratically 
sharp vocals of frontperson Travis 
Morrison — came into perfect align¬ 
ment on Emergency & I, one of the 
finest indie rock albums of the 1990s. 
When the band called it quits soon 
after touring to support its follow-up, 
Change, it all felt a little premature 
— though there certainly weren't 
any expectations by fans or the band 
itself for an eventual reunion. That all 
changed in 2010, 
when the group 
got back 
together for 
a brief tour 
to commem¬ 
orate Barsuk 


Dismemberment Plan 
returns with a new album 
and a more mature sound 


Record's reissue of Emergency & I. 

Though the band had previous¬ 
ly reunited for a couple of one-off 
shows in 2007, something about the 
lead-up and aftermath of this tour 
was different. 

"In rehearsals we started jam¬ 
ming more and more, and we really 
liked what we were coming up with," 
Morrison said. "That led us to contin¬ 
ue getting together to play when we 
didn't have any shows booked, where 
we'd have to be rehearsing old songs, 
making sure we know them and stuff 
like that. So that was the impetus." 

That this led not only to more 
touring, but also to an album full of 
new material was extra surprising, 
considering Morrison, after a couple 
of post-Plan solo albums, claimed to 
have "retired" from music in 2009. 
With a move to New York City, a 
full-time gig at the Huffington Post, 
the co-founding of a music start-up 
(called Shoutabl), and a marriage all 
coming within the past five or so 
years, some time off from music defi¬ 
nitely made sense, though Morrison 
has obviously since backed off of the 
finality that retirement represents. 

"I just wanted to take a year off 
after moving to New York where I 
didn't have any shows, didn't have 
any bands, no records coming out... I 
just wanted to live," he said. "I wanted 
a sabbatical — but 'retired' is so much 
more fun to say than sabbatical." 

For all of its shimmery pop 
leanings and at times perhaps over- 
ly-comfortable grooves, Uncanney 
Valley isn't without many of the 
strengths and idiosyncrasies that 
make the Dismemberment Plan the 
Dismemberment Plan. Synths are 
expertly layered throughout, Easley's 
drumming and Eric Axelson's bass 
playing are as locked in as ever, and 


surprise you with odd little one-liners 
that wind up rattling around in your 
head for days. Lyrically, the album is 
all over the map and ventures into a 
lot of uncharted territory for the band: 
the sacrifices of fatherhood ("Daddy 
Was A Real Good Dancer"); the com¬ 
fort found in long-term, post-infatu¬ 
ation relationships ("Lookin'"); the 
anxiety and loneliness of moving to a 
new city ("Invisible"). This is grown¬ 
up shit, being explored admirably. 

Still, you have to wonder how this 
will juxtapose in a live setting with all 
the older material, which feels like a 
lifetime away from where the band is 
now. Morrison for one, isn't worried. 

"There aren't too many of our 
older songs that are solely based on 
adolescence or adolescent issues," he 
said. "There are very few songs where 
we accused someone of not under¬ 
standing us, which is a very young 
thing to do. I think there's a lot of 
philosophical distance or perspective, 
where when I sing those songs now, 

I think, 'Wow, we must have been 
little old men when we were like 23.' 
The fact that there aren't many accu¬ 
satory songs makes it easier to convey 
the older stuff now at 40 years old." 

Whether Uncanney Valley rep¬ 
resents an official final chapter in the 
Dismemberment Plan's career or the 
first in a series of new band happen¬ 
ings remains to be seen. The group 
is taking it all one day at a time, and 
Morrison certainly wouldn't want it 
any other way. 

"Someone told me once that 
Bill Murray tells everyone that he's 
retired, but then just comes out of 
retirement whenever there's some¬ 
thing exciting or interesting to do and 
I really like that attitude," he said. "So 
whatever Bill Murray does, I do." sfbg 


DISMEMBERMENT PLAN 

Tue/10, 8pm, $28 
Fillmore 
1805 Geary, SF 
www.thefillmore.com 
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MUSIC NIGHTLIFE 


MICAHTRON AT 
SOME TYPE OF WAY 


Gather round 


BYMARKEB. 

marke@sfbg.com 

SUPER EGO Everybody talks about 
how great classic rave was — no one 
actually does anything about it. 

The Bay Area has its share of 
(well-mannered) wiggy 
music nights, to be 
sure, but we've basi¬ 
cally ceded the 
legacy of boom- 
boom big room 
spectacle to 
overpriced EDM 
concerts at Bill 
Graham. 

Fortunately, 
for us purists, there's 
a plethora of annu¬ 
al early '90s rave crew 
reunions that go all out, rehearsing 
but in many ways improving upon 
those golden, much-mythologized 
all-nighters. (Rave was indeed great, 
but also exhausting, competitive, 
overambitious, provincial, often 
tacky and anti-intellectual, testoster¬ 
one-driven, and prone to entrepre¬ 
neurial overreach. Kind of like tech! 
Still, there were Smart Drinks and 
awesome girls in filthy overalls.) 

For an outstanding dose of deep 
ravity, hit up The Gathering’s 22-Year 
Reunion (Sat/7, 7pm-2am, $55. 401 
California Ave, Treasure Island, www. 
thegathering-sf.com), which actually 
does gather together members of 
classic crews like Toontown, Wicked, 
Sunset, Raindance, Funky Tecno 
Tribe, Opel, and the Gathering itself, 
of course, as well as newer crews like 
Womp and Housepitality. Yes, it's 
at a licensed venue — thus the 2am 
end time — but it's a 125,000-square- 
foot one, with a stellar, 30-DJ lineup 
including Mark Farina, DJ Dan, 
Dyloot, Syd Gris, Marki, and Dutch. 

Best of all: the Gathering has 
uploaded two decades-worth of wild DJ 
sets to its website. Go nuts, Astroboy. 

CAKES DA KILLER 

Fast-forward, neon-shiny queer hip- 
hop club Swagger hike Us is on the 
move until its sunny patio space at 
El Rio reopens in spring. Swaggerers 
can swaggy their swag fix, though, 
with this Swagger-hosted night fea¬ 
turing New York MC Cakes and the 
fantastic Queens D. Fight. 

Fri/6, 9pm, $15. Elbo Room, 

647 Valencia, SF. www.elbo.com 

J.PHLIP 

Insanely talented up-and-coming 
techno player (and dirtybird crew¬ 



member) recently moved back from 
Berlin after an extended stint, and 
we couldn't be happier to have her 
back, along with her trademark hyp¬ 
notic-bass sound. She's supporting 
young UK buck George Fitzgerald at 
the As You hike It party. 

Fri/6, 9pm-4am, $20. 
Monarch, 

101 Sixth St, SF. 
www.monarchsf.com 

SOME TYPE 

OF WAY 

"I love it when 
scenes collide" 
has been the 
general reaction 
to this party, which 
is bringing the trap, 
future bass, and queer rap 
freaks to the floor, in some type 
of way. Incredible MC Micahtron 
uses the crowd like a bumper, while 
co-headliner Nanosaur brings some 
smart and dirty rumble to the pro¬ 
ceedings. Cash IV Gold DJs round it 
all up nicely. 

Fri/6, 9pm-3am, $9.99. f8, 

1192 Folsom, SF. www.feightsf.com 

WONDER-FULL 

This night makes me so fuzzy: 
an annual (this is the 10th year), 
packed, and so very warm and 
special tribute to Stevie Wonder. 

DJ Spinna from NYC joins Hakobo, 
Proof, and King Most in digging 
up remixes, rare gems, and sizzling 
funk from the Motown master blast¬ 
er. A perfect holiday family-time. 
Sat/7, 9pm-4am, $25. Mezzanine, 

444 Jessie, SF. www.mezzaninesf.com 

DICKSLAP 

This too-cute affair from Seattle 
brought all the cool gay boys and 
gurls out to the Eagle with its last 
installment. Killer house tunes from 
guest Bright Fight Bright Fight with 
DJ Nark and Taco Tuesday — and 
the huge Eagle patio for socializing 
— help all those cheap drinks go 
down a bit faster. 

Sat/7, 9pm, $7-$10. The Eagle, 398 
12th St, SF. www.sf-eagle.com 

C-L.A.W.S. 

Dark local techno favorite's sound 
always contains an element of glee 
within the angsty experimentalism, 
like the Cheshire Cat pickled in 
aspic. With Roche at the Push the 
Feeling party. 

Sat/7, 9pm, $6. UndergroundSF, 

424 Haight, SF. www.facebook.com/ 
pushthefeeling sfbg 



SAT 12.07 

TEMPLE & SOY Y LUNA 

in i SASHA 
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SUN 12.08 

EPR & SUNSET PRESENTS 


DIKTYPHONICS 



TUE 12/31 

TEMPLE PRESENTS 


NEW YEARS EVE 201 4 

MASSIVE HEADLINER TBA 


f I f\Jf* FOR VIP, BACHELORETTES OR AMY W-ST/templersvp 
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YERBA BUENA CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
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* PRESENTS 


NEWFREQUENCIES 

FEST201 3 

NEXT-WAVE GLOBAL SOUNDS 

FRI-SAT, DEC 6-7, 2013 • YBCA FORUM 


NORTH OF THE BORDER 

FRI, DEC 6, 8 PM 


SOUTH OF THE BORDER 

SAT, DEC 7, 8 PM 



THE GENIE 
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YBCA.ORG/NEW-FREQUENCIES or 415.978.ARTS 


PRODUCED IN ASSOCIATION WITH 
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MUSIC LISTINGS 


FOR VENUE INFO, VISIT 

SFBG.COM/VENUE-GUIDE 


WEDNESDAY 4 

ROCK 

Bottom of the Hill: Odd Owl, James Leste, Andrew 
Blair & Graham Patzner, Ghost Parade, 9 p.m., $8. 
El Rio: Alabaster & The Original Bastards, Devon 
McClive&Sons, Tall Fires, 8p.m., $10. 

Hemlock Tavern: Sea Knight, Moon Honey, Build 
Them to Break, 8:30 p.m., $6. 

Milk BanVandella, LeeGallagher&the Hallelujah, 
Fritz Montana, 8:30 p.m., $5. 

Rickshaw Stop: Crash Kings, Struts, King 
Washington, 8 p.m., $10. 

DANCE 

Cafe: “Sticky Wednesdays,” w/ DJ MarkAndrus, 

8 p.m., free. 

Cat Club: “ Bondage A Go Go,” w/ DJs Damon, Tomas 


Diablo, & guests, 9:30 p.m., $5-$10. 

EndUp: “Tainted TechnoTrance,” 10 p.m. 

Harlot: "Qool,” 5 p.m. 

Infusion Lounge: “Indulgence,” 10 p.m. 

Q Bar: “Booty Call,” w/Juanita More, Joshua J, 
guests, 9 p.m., $3. 

SOUL 

Lexington Club: 3464 19th St., San Francisco. 
“Secret Lovers,” w/ DJs Ponyboy, Lil MC, Katie 
Duck, and Durt, First Wednesday of every month, 
9 p.m., free. 

THURSDAY 5 


ROCK 

Brick & Mortar Music HalhGuy Fox, Bonnie&The 
Bang Bang, Growwler, Benefit show for Public Arts 


Workshop., 9 p.m., $7-$10. 

Chapel: Escondido, Young Moon, 8 p.m., $12-$15. 
S.F. Eagle: Intelligence, Dylan Shearer, 9 p.m. 
Hemlock Tavern: New Mummies, Books on Fate, 
Kristian Rodriguez, 8:30 p.m., $5. 

Independent: Long Winters, Sean Nelson, 8 p.m., 
$15. 

Knockout: Cash Pony, Surplus 1980, BreakArts, 

9 p.m. 

Mezzanine: “Club NSSN,” w/ Portugal. The Man, 
Chvrches, NoNoNo, Colourist, Aaron Axelsen, Miles 
the DJ, 7:30 p.m., $30. 

Milk Bar: Li Xi, Little Sister, Momotaro, Mashi Mashi, 
8:30p.m., $5. 

Red Devil Lounge: Dishwalla, Oceanroyal, 9 p.m., 
$15-$20. 

Rickshaw Stop: Penguin Prison (DJ set), Double 
Duchess, Frail, DJ Nick Williams, 9 p.m., $15. 

Thee Parkside: Rock Bottom, Chrome Eagle, Sweet 
Chariot, Cop Out, 9 p.m., $5. 


DANCE 

1015 Folsom: “A Light in the Attic,” w/ Kaminanda, 
Kalya Scintilla, Birds of Paradies, Alia, Kitty-D, 
VNDMG, Balance, Boats, more, 10 p.m., $10 
advance. 

Aunt Charlie’s Lounge: “TubesteakConnection,” 
w/ DJ Bus Station John, 9 p.m., $5-$7. 

Cafe Du Nord: Hi Fashion, Bright Light Bright Light, 
8p.m., $10-$12. 

Cat Club: “ThrowbackThursdays,” ‘80s nightwith 
DJs Damon, Steve Washington, Dangerous Dan, and 
guests, 9 p.m., $6 (free before 9:30 p.m.). 

Elbo Room: “Afrolicious,” w/ DJs Pleasuremaker, 
SenorOz, and live guests, 9:30 p.m., $5-$8. 
Lookout: “Fluff: A Queer Night of House,” w/ DJs 
Sissyslap & Dr. Sleep, FirstThursday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $3. 

Public Works: “Black Magic Disko,” w/Trickski, 

Shiny Objects, Trev Campbell, Hi-Tem (in the 
OddJob Loft), 9 p.m., $10-$15. 





/I NIGHT OUT FOR THE FELL AS j 


* ' \ 


8 pm - 2am - 

NOCOVEy' 

A Wk WeeJd) Playground for the Children 

IOUSEMUSIC * GUERRILLA DRAG 




Meet live reindeer and learn how they survive and 
thrive in Arctic conditions at our annual holiday exhibit. 
Explore indoor snow flurries, festive programs, and more. 

Get tickets at calacademy.org. 


Tis the Season for Science 

Now through January 5 


CALIFORNIA 
ACADEMY OF 

SCIENCES 

Golden Gate Park 


Q Bar: “ThrowbackThursday,” w/ DJ Jay-R, 9 p.m., 
free. 

INTERNATIONAL 

Bissap Baobab: “Pa’Lante!,” w/Juan G, El Kool Kyle, 
Mr. Lucky, 10 p.m., $5. 

Pachamama Restaurant: “Jueves Flamencos,” 

8 p.m., free. 

Red Poppy Art House: Nightingale Trio, Tre Sisters, 
7:30 p.m., $10-$15. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: Gary Flores& Descarga 
Caliente, 8 p.m. 

Verdi Club: Verdi Club Milonga, w/ Christy Cote, 

DJ Emilio Flores, guests, 9 p.m., $10-$15. 

REGGAE 

Neck of the Woods: Natural Vibrations, Native 
Elements, on the upstairs stage, 9 p.m., $15-$20. 
Pissed Off Pete’s: Reggae Thursdays, w/ resident DJ 
Jah Yzer, 9 p.m., free. 

BLUES 

50 Mason Social House: Bill Phillippe, 5:30 p.m., 
free. 

Biscuits and Blues: Greg Nagy, 8 & 10 p.m., $18. 
Saloon: Chris Ford, 4 p.m. 

COUNTRY 

Parlor: “Twang HonkyTonk&Country Jamboree,” 
w/ DJ Little Red Rodeo, 7 p.m., free. 

EXPERIMENTAL 

Luggage Store: Cartoon Justice, The Pascucci- 
Oppenheim Duo, Cloud Shepherd, 8 p.m., $6-$10. 

SOUL 

Boom Boom Room: West Grand Boulevard, 

9:30 p.m., $5. 

FRIDAY 6 


ROCK 

Chapel: Patterson Hood, 9 p.m., $22-$25. 

DNA Lounge: Everything Goes Cold, SorrowChurch, 
Roadside Memorial, DJ Decay, Crashfaster, 9 p.m., 
$8-$13. 

El Rio: Friday Live: Boats!, DJ Emotions, 10 p.m., 
free. 

Hemlock Tavern: Steel Cranes, Oceanography, Turtle 
Rising, 9:30 p.m., $6. 

Milk Bar: High Cliffs, Wave Commission, Little 
Smoke, 9 p.m., $8. 

Slim’s: Aquabats, Kepi Ghoulie, Mike Park, 8 p.m., 
$ 20 . 

Yoshi’s San Francisco:Tubes, 10:30 p.m., $29- 
$33. 

DANCE 

1015 Folsom: Oliver, Classixx, Shy Girls, Lando Kal, 
Richie Panic, J-Boogie, DeeJay Theory, Justin Milla, 
Shawn Steele, 10 p.m., $17.50advance. 

Amnesia: “BrassTax,” w/ resident DJs JoeJoe, Ding 
Dong, ErnieTrevino, Mace, First Friday of every 
month, 10 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: “Strangelove: Germany Calling,” w/ DJs 
Tomas Diablo, Joe Radio, Xander, and Unit 77, 

9:30 p.m., $7 ($3 before 10 p.m.). 

Cellar: “F.T.S.: FortheStory,” 10 p.m. 

EndUp : 401 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Fever,” 

10 p.m., free before midnight. 

Lookout: “HYSL,” 9 p.m., $3. 

Madrone Art Bar: “Dirty Rotten Dance Party,” w/ 
KaplO Harris, Shane King, guests, 9 p.m., $5. 
Mighty: “Throwback,” Mighty 10-yearanniversary 
party with DJ Rooz, Tyrel Williams, Miguel Solari, 
Jayvi Velasco, Lance DeSardi, DJ Gunz, Ren the 
Vinyl Archaeologist, 9 p.m., free before midnight 
with RSVP. 

Monarch: “As You Like It,” w/George FitzGerald, 
J.Phlip, Galen, Bells & Whistles, 9 p.m., $15-$20 
advance. 

Public Works: “Hageteria,” w/Cherushii, Glenn 
Jackson, Ben Deploy, Jason P, Smac, Tristes 
Tropiques, and Nihar, 9 p.m., $5-$10. 

Q Bar: “Pump: Worq It Out Fridays,” w/resident DJ 
Christopher B, 9 p.m., $3. 

Rickshaw Stop : Trapeze X, Featuring music by 
DJs Delachaux, The Klown, and The Speakeasy 
Syndicate, plus burlesque by Vienna La Roug-e, 

Kara La Fleur, Fou Fou Ha, and Ze SexBombe 
Danzeurs., 9 p.m., $10-$15. 

HIP-HOP 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: Nate the Great, The 
Kid Rated R, Supreme, plus DJs West Kraven, 
Beatknoxx, and Okeefe, 9 p.m., $10. 
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MUSIC LISTINGS 


Elbo Room: “Swagger Like Us,” w/ Cakes Da Killa, 
Queens D. Light, plus DJs Lady Ryan, DavO, and 
Boyfriend, 10 p.m., $8. 

F8: “Some Type of Way,” w/ MicahTron, Nanosaur, 
Sean G, Kool Karlo, Roost Uno, 9 p.m., $9.99 (free 
before 11 p.m.). 

Nickies: “First Fridays,” w/The Whooligan & Dion 
Decibels, 11 p.m., free. 

Public Works: Big K.R.l.T. (DJ set), DJ D-Sharp, 

9 p.m., $10advance. 

ACOUSTIC 

Atlas Cafe:Zach Hing, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Dolores Park Cafe: StringQuake, 7:30 p.m. 

Hotel Utah: Danielia Cotton, RonDre., Venetia 
Pristavec, Johnny Marnell, 9 p.m., $8-$10. 

Plough & Stars: Avery County, 9 p.m. 

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church: First Fridays Song 
Circle, 7 p.m., $5-$10; Alasdair Fraser& Natalie 
Haas, 8 p.m., $19-$22. 

Yoshi’s San Francisco: Acoustic Evening with Al 
Stewart, 8 p.m., $24-$28. 

JAZZ 

Beach Chalet Brewery & Restaurant: JohnnySmith, 

8 p.m., free. 

Bird & Beckett: Don Prell’sSeaBop Ensemble, 

5:30 p.m., free. 

Cafe Royale: Wrapped in Plastic, 9 p.m. 

Center for New Music: Festivus 2013: Night One, w/ 
Rent Romus’ Life’s Blood, Adam Shulman & Katy 
Stephan, The Klaxon Mutant Allstars, Patrick Cress’ 
Telepathy, 7 p.m., $8-$10. 

Cliff House: John Kalleen Group, 7 p.m. 

JSFJAZZ Center: Giulia Valle, 7&8:30 p.m., 
$15-$20. 

COUNTRY 

Thee Parkside: Eddie Spaghetti, The Gravel 
Spreaders, Benjamin Brown, 9 p.m., $10. 

FUNK 

Amnesia: Swoop Unit, 6 p.m., $3-$5. 

Independent: Dragon Smoke (featuringStanton 
Moore, Ivan Neville, Eric Lindell, and Robert 
Mercurio), Mike Dillon, DJ Matt Haze, 9 p.m., $35. 
Make-Out Room: “Loose Joints,” w/ DJs Centipede, 
Damon Bell, &TomThump, 10 p.m., $5. 

SOUL 

Edinburgh Castle: “Soul Crush,” w/ DJ Serious 
Leisure, 10 p.m., free. 

Knockout: “Oldies Night,” w/ DJs Primo, Daniel, Lost 
Cat, friends, First Friday of every month, 

10 p.m., $5. 

SATURDAY 7 


ROCK 

50 Mason Social House: ChronicTown, Gang of 
Forty, 9:30 p.m., $6. 

Bender’s: Swiftumz, Violent Change, Tony Molina, 

10 p.m., $5. 

Boom Boom Room: Roem&The Revival, 
Kingsborough, Steven Roth Band, 9:30 p.m., $10. 
Bottom of the Hill: Flatliners, Livingwith Lions, 
Culture Abuse, 9:30 p.m., $12-$15. 

Cafe Du Nord: Hundred Days, Dangermaker, Bang 
Bang, Aaron Cuadra, 9 p.m., $8-$10. 

El Rio: Vulturegeist, Secrets of the Sky, Broken 
Cities, 9 p.m., $6-$10. 

Hemlock Tavern: Primitive Hearts, BigTits, Adam 
Widener, The Shanghais, 9 p.m., $6. 

Hotel Utah: That Ghost, Golden Drugs, Dante 
Elephante, Crime Novels, 9 p.m., $8. 

Lost Church: Castles in Spain, Unfortunate Bastard, 
Stella Royale, 8 p.m., $10. 

Make-Out Room: Benefit for Alan Forbes with 
Harderships, Hot Lunch, Freeks, Ethan Miller, 

DJ Jello Biafra, 5 p.m., $10. 

Milk Bar: Bad Jones, Super Adventure Club, Stages 
of Sleep, 9 p.m., $10. 

Neck of the Woods: People Get Ready, Trims, 
Conquistador, 9 p.m., $12. 

Slim’s: Mowgli’s, Blondfire, Hunter Hunted, 8 p.m., 
$16. 

DANCE 

Cat Club: “Leisure,” w/ DJsAaron, Omar, & Jetset 
James, 10 p.m., $7. 

DNALounge: Booties.F.: HubbaHubbaRevue 
HolidayShow, 9 p.m., $10-$15. 

EndUp: “Play: 1-Year Anniversary Party,” w/ Danny 
Howells& Nikita, 10 p.m., $15-$20. 

Knockout: “Debaser,” w/ resident DJs EmDee, Jamie 
Jams, and Stab Master Arson, 10 p.m., $5 (free 
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before 11 p.m. ifwearingflannel). 

Lookout: “Bounce!,” 9 p.m., $3. 

Madrone Art Bar: “The Prince & Michael 
Experience,” w/ DJs Dave Paul & Jeff Harris, 

9 p.m., $5. 

Mezzanine: “Wonder-Full S.F. X,” w/ DJ Spinna, 
Proof, Hakobo, King Most, 9 p.m., $25-$35. 

Mighty: Mighty 10-Year Anniversary, w/ 2manydjs, 
Eug, 9 p.m., $25advance. 

Monarch: “Lights Down Low,” w/ Deniz Kurtel, 
Pictureplane, Tyrel Williams, Richie Panic, Marco de 
la Vega, 10 p.m., $15-$20. 

Public Works: Distrikt: Holidaze - The Koktail 
Edition, With DJ Kramer, John Early, and more, 

9 p.m., $10-$15. 

Q Bar: “Homo Erectus,” w / DJs MyKill & Dcnstrct, 
First Saturday of every month, 9 p.m., $5. 

Stud: “Go Bang!: Celebrating Five Years of Atomic 
Dancefloor Disco Action,” w/ DJs Ken Vulsion, Nicky 
B, Steve Fabus, and Sergio Fedasz, 9 p.m., $7 (free 
before 10 p.m.). 


Temple: D:Fuse, Tall Sasha, Vodka Soda, KsThant, 
Self Destrukt, Mr. Kitt, Jai Unda, Babymuah, 

10 p.m., $20. 

Underground SF: “Push the Feeling,” w/ residents 
Yr Skull & Epicsauce DJs, First Saturday of every 
month, 9 p.m. 

Vessel: “Swank,” w/ Pheeko Dubfunk, DJ Nile, 
Lorentzo, 10 p.m., $10-$30. 

ACOUSTIC 

Atlas Cafe: Craig Ventresco& Meredith Axelrod, 
Saturdays, 4-6 p.m., free. 

Independent: Lissie, Kopecky Family Band, 9 p.m., 
$18-$20. 

Plough & Stars: “Americana Jukebox,” w/The Naked 
Bootleggers, KemoSabe, 9 p.m., $6-$10. 

Swedish American Hall: Pomplamoose, Steve Poltz, 
Griffin House, 8 p.m., $20-$25. 


JAZZ 

Amnesia: Broken Shadows Family Band, 6 p.m. 
Center for New Music: Festivus 2013: Night Two, 
w/John Shiurba’s 5x5, Lisa Mezzacappa’s Bait & 
Switch, Noah Phillips, Michael Coleman’s Enjoyer, 

7 p.m., $8-$10. 

SFJAZZ CentenGiulia Valle, 7&8:30p.m„ $15-$20. 
Yoshi’s San Francisco: Mike Stern Band featuring 
Randy Brecker, Anthony Jackson, and Keith 
Carlock, 8& 10 p.m., $22-$28. 

INTERNATIONAL 

1015 Folsom: “Pura,” 9 p.m., $20. 

Amnesia: FanfareZambaleta, Broken Shadows 
Family Band, 9 p.m. 

Bissap Baobab: “Paris-Dakar African Mix Coupe 
Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 

Make-Out Room: “El SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger Mas 
& El Kool Kyle, 10 p.m., $5. 


Pachamama Restaurant: Pena Eddy Navia & 
Pachamama Band, 8 p.m., free. 

Roccapulco Supper Club: Jowell & Randy, 8 p.m., 
$40 advance. 

Space 550: “Club Fuego,” 9:30 p.m. 

SOUL 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: Kendra Morris, Binky 
Griptite, Jordan &The Ritual, DJ heyLove, 9 p.m., 
$12-$15. 

El Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. “Hard French,” 
w/ DJs Carnita& Brown Amy, First Saturday of every 
month, 2 p.m., $7. 

Elbo Room: “Saturday Night Soul Party,” w/ DJs 
Lucky, Phengren Oswald, & Paul Paul, First 
Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $10 ($5 in formal 
attire). 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 22 » 



12/4 "WHISKEY WEDNESDAYS” 

$5 PBR AND WHISKEY SHOT 
ALL NIGHT LONG 


12/7 ALCOHOLACAUST PRESENTS: 

SWIFT-UMZ 

VIOLENT CHANGE 
TONY MOLINA 
10PM ONLY $5 


12/8 “SCHLITZ INDUSTRY NIGHT” 

$4 SHOTS OF FERNET BRANCA 
$2 SCHLITZ BOTTLES 
$5 SHOTS BULLEIT BOURBON 
$3 STOLI SHAKEY SHOTS 


12/9 “MOJITO MONDAYS” 

$5 MOJITOS ALL DAY AND 
ASS-END HAPPY HOUR 11 P.M. 
TO 2 A.M. $1 OFF DRAFT/WELL 


12/10 “TEQUILA TWO-WHEELED TUESDAYS” 

$6 SHOT OF TEQUILA WITH 
A CAN OF TECATE 


BENDERS BAR & GRILL 
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19TH 415.824.1800 
★ MON-THU 4PM-2AM ★ FRI-SUN 2PM-2AM^r 
^ WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM ★ 


JOee tPcvc&tide 

FULL BAR 7 DAYS • Happy Hour M-F, 2-8pm 

OPEN AT 2PM, SAT AT NOON 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY • SUNDAY BRUNCH (llAM-BPM) 


BURN RELIEF BENEFIT FOR DJ HONEYCUTT 
ROCK BOTTOM 
CHROME EAGLE 
SWEET CHARIOT 
COPOUT 

EDDIE SPAGHETTI 

THE GRAVEL SPREADERS 
BENJAMIN BROWN 

THROWBACK DERBY mD 
B.AYA.REA D.ERBY GIRLS' ANNUAL 
AWARDS CEREMONY AND PARTY 

ORIGINAL FAMOUS TWANG SUNDAYS , 

THE DEADLIES 


12/13 - POISON IDEA, ATTITUDE ADJUSTMENT, MOSES, I MADMAN 

12/14 - THE WEIRDOS, VKTMS, THE RE-VOLTS 

12/21 - YOUTH BRIGADE, CIVIL WAR RUST, RATS IN THE WALL, BUM CITY SAINTS 

12/22 - MICAH SCHNABEL(0FTW0 COW GARAGE), ROLAND FINN 

1/19 - BOBBY JOE EBOLA fi THE CHILDREN MACNUGGITS, 

THE HAYMARKET SQUARES, THE CRUX 

1/24 - JAKE ORVIS 6 THE BROKEN BAND, THE PINE BOX BOYS, JAMES HUNNICUTT 

theeparkside.com 
1600 17th Street * 415-252-1330 
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WEDNESDAY 12/4 


<xnd the 


BLUEGRASS COUNTRY JAM 
WITH JEANIE& CHUCK 


THURSDAY 12/5 


SET DANCING 

THE SHANNON CEILI BAND | 
TRAVERS CHANDLER AND AVERY COUNTY I 


SATURDAY 12/7 


AMERICANA JUKEBOX 
THE NAKED BOOTLEGGERS + KEMO SABE 


SUNDAY 12/8 


MONDAY 12/9 


DAVE CORY & FRIENDS | 

HAPPY HOUR ALL DAY 
FREE POOL 




TUESDAY 12/10 


SEISIUN 
BARRY O’CONNELL, 
VINNIE CRONIN & FRIENDS 




oooooooo<x>o<x><>o<>ooo<x><x><x>o<x>o<> 

116 Clement St. I 751-1122 I theploughandstars.com 
HAPPY HOUR DAILY 3-7PM 



The Hotel Utah Saloon 
500 4th St. @ Bryant 
(415) 546-6300 


LIVE MUSIC 

7 Nights 

TASTY FOOD 

11:30AM -11;0QPM M-F 
11AM -11PM Weekends 

Tlx: www.hotelutah.com 
Twitter: @HotelUtah 
Facebook: HotelUtahSaloon 



THURSDAY DEC 5 7:30pm-S12/IS-AA 


Colby O'Donis 


FRIDAY DEC 6 8:30pm •sm/12'21* 


Papa Bear 



ISATURDAY DEC 7 8:30pm-SI2/IS-AA 


The Flatliners 

Living With Lions 

Culture Abuse 

members of Dead To Me, 

All Teeth, Strike To Survive 


SUNDAY 


6PM «HA 


screening of the short comedy film 
UNISYNTH ARMY produced by Greg Tietz 


WEDNESDAY 


03333 


11 8:30PM 'ill'll* 


Upstairs Downstairs 


City Tribe 
Sea Lioness 

members of Cannons And Clouds 

Travis Hayes 

„ Singles release 

Snow angel 


Kitten 

The Hot Toddies 

Pog Party 


Trainvreck Riders 

Tartufi 

Cannons And Clouds 

Couches 




SF Rock Project 

The 2013 Festive Festival Of Bands 


L-_i 


Midlake 

Sarah Jaffe 


SFBG & WillCall Present... 

Warm Soda 
I The Herms 

ROW! 



botteinoEthehill.com/tickets.htinl 


11233 17TH ST. - SF • 415-626-4455 


.BOTTOM OF THE HILL, 





AFRO-TROPI-ELECTRIC-SAMBA-FUNK 

AFROLICIOUS 

WITH DJS/HOSTS 

PLEASUREMAKER 
&SENOR OZ, 

AND RESIDENT PERCUSSIONISTS 


SWAGGER LIKE US PRESENTS 

CAKES DA KILLA,nyc, 

QUEENS D LIGHT, 

AND DJS 

LADY RYAN, DAVO, 
and BOYFRIEND 

ADVTIX: EVENTBRITE.COM 


SPINNING 60S SOUL 45S 

SATURDAY NIGHT 
SOUL PARTY 

WITH DIS 

LUCKY, PAUL PAUL, 
PHENGREN OSWALD 

($5 DISCOUNT IN SEMI-FORMAL ATTIRE, 


DUB MISSION 

PRESENTS THE BEST IN DUB, ROOTS 
REGGAE & DANCEHALL WITH 

DJ SEP, 

MANEESH the TWISTER 

AND SPECIAL GUEST KING l-VIER 

UAH WARRIOR SHELTER HI-FI/ROYAL ORDER MUSIC] 


ELBO ROOM PRESENTS 


CAPSULA (BUENOS AIRES) 

CITY OF WOMEN 



JWEP 


POPGANG PRESENTS 


12/11 POWWOWW 

9 f s M witowmaker, 

LIGHT ECHO, PHNTM CLUB, 
and POPGANG DJS 


UPCOMING 

THU 12/12 AFROLICIOUS 
I FRI 12/13 LAGOS ROOTS AFROBEAT ENSEMBLE 
SAT 12/14 TORMENTA TROPICAL 
SUN 12/15 DUB MISSION: TIMOTEO GIGANTE 


ADVANCE TICKETS 

WWW.BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COIVI 


ELBO ROOM IS LOCATED AT 
647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 
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ANOTHER PLANET ENTERTAINMENT • APECONCERTS.COM 


DEPENDENT 


THE LONG WINTERS 


SEAN NELSON 


BOOM BOOM ROOM PRESENTS 


\ STANTON MOORE 
ggl^lVAN NEVILLE 


ERICLINDELL 
ROBERT MERCURIO 


MIKE DILLON 
KEWYKEV 


FRI, DEC 6 


LISSIE 


KOPECKY FAMILY BAND 


SAT, DEC 7 


rtlKE PINTO. REV VAL SOUND SYSTEM 


SUN, DEC 8 


THREE 


OF 


TOUR 


CLUBS 


WED, DEC 11 2q 21 

l U M 12 FRI DEC 13, SAT DEC 14 ™ 

THRU!NIGHTS! TH E GROWLERS 

mue.- the ABIGAILS 

WED DEC 18 MYSTIC BRAVES (12/20) CAT SIGNS (12/21) 

PARTIALLY SEATED SHOW -SAT DEC 28 

THE CHARLIE HUNTER CRACKER 

& SCOTT AMENDOLA DUO CAMPER VA N BEETHOVEN 

DJ HARRY DUNCAN mON DEC 30 

MATKHFF HOLY GHOST! 

. BREAKDOWN VALENTINE 

CONCERT CARNIVAL dj aaron axelsen 

628 DIVISADERO ST. AT HAYES SAN FRANCISCO TICKETS TICKETFLY.COM & 877.435.9849 fnPTn 
OR AT BOX OFFICE, MONDAY FRIDAY 11AM - 6PM (10 PM ON SHOW NIGHTS) 

INFO: 415.771.1421 /ALL SHOWS 21+ GENERAL ADMISSION VERY LIMITED SEATING 

PAID PARKING LOT : PANHANDLE PARKING ON BAKER BETWEEN FELL & OAK 


MUSIC LISTINGS 


FOR VENUE INFO, VISIT 

SFBG.COM/VENUE-GUIDE 


fe- 


CONT> 


SUNDAY 8 


ROCK 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: Rio Rio, Coo Coo Birds, 
Mission Bells, Koruscant Weekend, Jared Cohen & 
The Future Proof, 7 p.m., $10. 

El Rio: Benefit for San Francisco Community Land 
Trust with Future Twin, Annie Girl & The Flight, Baby 
Alpaca, 8 p.m., $10-$15 suggested donation. 

Thee Parkside: My Jerusalem, Know Secrets, High 
Water, 8 p.m., $10. 

DANCE 

Cellar: “Replay Sundays,” 9 p.m., free. 

Edge: “’80sat 8,” w/ DJ MC2, 8 p.m. 


Elbo Room: “Dub Mission,” w/ King l-Vier, DJ 
Sep, Maneesh the Twister, 9 p.m., $6 (free 
before 9:30 p.m.). 

EndUp: “T .Dance,” 6a.m.-6 p.m.; “Sunday 
Sessions,” 8 p.m.; “The Rhythm Room,” 8 p.m. 
F8: “Stamina Sundays,” w/ DJs Lukeino, Jamal, 
and guests, 10 p.m., free. 

Knockout: “Sweater Funk,” 10 p.m., free. 
Lookout: “Jock,” Sundays, 3-8 p.m., $2. 

Otis: “What’sthe Werd?,” w/ resident DJs Nick 
Williams, Kevin Knapp, Maxwell Dub, and 
guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 11 p.m.). 

Parlor: DJ Marc deVasconcelos, 10 p.m., free. 

Q Bar: “Gigante,” 8 p.m., free. 

Stud: “No Parkingonthe Dancefloor,” w/ resident 
DJs Dutchboy&GehnoAviance, 11 p.m., $5. 

ACOUSTIC 

Cafe Du Nord: Ed Kowalczyk, Callaghan, 8 p.m., 
$30-$35. 


get tickets at yoshis.com 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Wed, Dee 4 

THE WEE TRIO 

feat. James Westfall, Dan Loomis & Jared Schonig 


Thu, Dec 5 - 8pm 

A Tribute to Nina Simone and Abbey Lincoln 

AGA ZARYAN 


Thu, Dec 5 - 10:30pm, Open Dance Floor, 18+ 

KRS-ONE 

plus DUCKWRTH 


Fri, Dee 6 - 8pm 

AL STEWART 

with special guest Dave Nachmanoff 


Fri, Dee 6 - 10:30pm 

Hits include “She’s a Beauty” & “White Punks On Dope” 

THE TUBES feat FEE WAYBILL 


Sat-Sun, Dee 7-8 

Guitar Player and Bass Player presents: 

I MIKE STERN BAND 

feat. Randy Brecker, Anthony Jackson 



C, 


Wed-Thu, Dec 11-12 

Husband and wife jazz duo extraordinaire 

TUCK& PATTI 


0 


Fri-Sat, Dec 13-14 

Bay Area’s Queen of Percussion 
touring new album Icon 

SHEILA E. 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 


Oakland 


Wed, Dec 4 

LOUIS HAYES 

8i The Cannonball Legacy Band 


Thu, Dec 5 

UNITE 4 GOOD 

feat. Sydney Nycole & The Trumpet Kid 


Fri-Sat, Dec 6-7 

The master of jazz organ 

JOEY D Si THE VIBE 


Sun, Dec 8 

JUNIUS COURTNEY BIG BAND 

feat. Denise Perrier 

Mon, Dec 9 

LARRY VUCKOVICH 

Vince Guaraldi Tribute 

Tue, Dec 10 

HOWIE DAY 

w/Tyler Hilton & Anna Rose 

Wed, Dec 11 - Banjo-playing virtuoso 

TIM WEED 

CD Release 

Thu, Dec 12 

THE BEST INTENTIONS 

Motown Holiday Tribute Show 



Sun, Dec 15 


BEAUSOLEILAVEC 
MICHAEL DOUCET: 

A Cajun Christmas 


Sun, Dec 15 

Guitar Player presents: 

JIM CAMPILONGO TRIO 


1330 FILLMORE ST. 415-655-5600 510 EMBARCADERO WEST 510-238-9200 


VIP Membership Club for Yoshi’s SF + Oakland • Details at www.yoshis.com/vip 


@ For tickets & current show info: 

YOSHIS.COM / 415-655-5600 / 510-238-9200 

All-ages venue. Dinner reservations highly recommended. T 


Hotel Utah: Rust&Whiskey, Pirate Radio, Tough 
Brothers, 8 p.m., $6. 

Madrone Art Bar: “Spike’s Mic Night,” Sundays, 
4-8 p.m., free. 

Make-Out Room: Carolyn Mark, Peter Case with 
Deep Ellum, Happy Family Singers, 7:30 p.m. 
Neck of the Woods: “iPlay,” open mic with fea¬ 
tured weekly artists, 6:30 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: Dave Cory & Friends, 9 p.m. 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church: “Sunday Night Mic,” 
w/ Roem Baur, 5 p.m., free. 

JAZZ 

Chez Hanny: Noel Jewkes Quintet featuring Steve 
Heckman, 4 p.m., $20 suggested donation. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: Bill “Doc” Webster & 
Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: “Sunday Sessions,” 10 p.m., 
free. 

Martuni’s: Madame JoTrio, second Sunday of 
every month, 4-6 p.m., free. 

SFJAZZ Center: SFJAZZ High School All-Stars 
Orchestra & Combo, 2 p.m., $5-$20. 

Yoshi’s San Francisco: Mike Stern Band featuring 
Randy Brecker, Anthony Jackson, and Keith 
Oarlock, 7&9 p.m., $20-$25. 

INTERNATIONAL 

Bissap Baobab: “Brazil & Beyond,” 6:30 p.m., 
free. 

El Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. “Salsa 
Sundays,” 3 p.m., $8-$10. 

New Delhi Restaurant: Bollywood Dance Party, 
Benefit for the Tenderloin After-School Program 
with DJ Amar, Dholrhythmsdancetroupe, Indian 
food buffet, and more., 6-9 p.m., $50 suggest¬ 
ed donation. 

Pachamama Restaurant: Georges Lammam 
Ensemble, 8 p.m. 

Thirsty Bear Brewing Company: “The Flamenco 
Room,” 7:30&8:30 p.m. 

MONDAY 9 


ROCK 

Chapel: Basia Bulat, Haunted Summer, 9 p.m., 
$13-$15. 

Elbo Room: Capsula, City of Women, 9 p.m., $8. 
Independent: American Authors, The Royal 
Concept, Misterwives, 8 p.m., $13-$15. 
Knockout: Wooden Indian Burial Ground, 9 p.m., 
$5. 

DANCE 

DNA Lounge: “Death Guild,” 18+ dance party 
with DJs Decay, Joe Radio, Melting Girl, & 
guests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5. 

Q Bar: “Wanted,” w/ DJs Key&Kite and Richie 
Panic, 9 p.m., free. 

Underground SF: “Vienetta Discotheque,” w/ DJs 
Stanley Frankand Robert Jeffrey, 10 p.m., free. 

TUESDAY 10 


ROCK 

Hemlock Tavern: 3 Leafs, American Cream, 

8:30 p.m., $5. 

Hotel Utah: Va Va Blume, Watch for Rocks, 
Worth, 8 p.m., $8. 

Knockout: Tender Buttons, Scraper, Silver 
Shadows, DJ GrodyCody, 9:30 p.m., $7. 

DANCE 

Aunt Charlie’s Lounge: “High Fantasy,” w/ DJ Viv, 
Myles Cooper, & guests, 10 p.m., $2. 

Harlot: “Tutu Tuesday,” w/ resident DJ Atish, 
Second 9 p.m., $7 ($2 in a tutu before 11 p.m.). 
Monarch: “Soundpieces,” 10 p.m., free-$10. 

Q Bar: “Switch,” w/ DJs Jenna Riot & Andre, 

9 p.m., $3. 

Underground SF: “Shelter,” 10 p.m., free. 

Wish: “Tight,” w/ resident DJs Michael May & 
Lito, 8 p.m., free. 

HIP-HOP 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: “The Show: Holiday 
Edition,” w/ Smoovie Baby, Show Banga, Troy, 
Symba, Deltrice, Lyrical Tone, Tonka Boy Dre, 
more, 8:30 p.m., $10-$15. 

Double Dutch: “Takin’ It BackTuesdays,” w/ 

DJs Mr. Murdock & Roman Nunez, 10 p.m., 
free, sfbg 
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Eat your heart out 

Kneehigh’s comic-romantic ‘Tristan & Yseult’ is high-flying theater for the masses 



BY ROBERT AVILA 

arts@sfbg.com 

THEATER Crowd-pleasing can some¬ 
times sound like a put-down — hey, 
sometimes it is — but it becomes 
a virtue in Kneehigh's Tristan & 

Yseult. The Cornwall-based compa¬ 
ny (already known locally for Brief 
Encounter at ACT in 2009 and The 
Wild Bride at Berkeley Rep last winter) 
has returned to Berkeley Rep with a 
remounting of its 2003 hit. And it 
proves as accomplished and intelli¬ 
gent as it is shamelessly entertaining. 

Adapted and directed by 
Kneehigh's joint artistic director Emma 
Rice from the triangular love story of 
Tristan, Yseult, and Mark (a medieval 
courtly love tale that may well have 
been the inspiration for the fraught 
triangle of Lancelot, Guinevere, and 
Arthur as well as numerous works 
of art on down, including one of 
Wagner's operas), this rousing and 
continually resourceful production 
(written by Carl Grose and Anna Maria 
Murphy) uses the multiple versions of 
the legend as an excuse for a music-fu¬ 
eled formal melange of influences and 
references that plumb the wider seas of 
love in all its forms. 

The basic storyline is as fol¬ 
lows: Cornwall's wise King Mark 
(Kneehigh's founder and joint artistic 
director Mike Shepherd) defeats an 
invasion by Irish interloper Morholt 
(Craig Johnson) with the help of a 
mysterious French-speaking knight, 
Tristan (a dashing Andrew Durand). 
Charmed by the young man, Mark 
sends Tristan to find Morholt's sister, 
Yseult (a smoldering, violin-wielding 
Patrycja Kujawska), so that the king 
might marry her and make amends 
with Ireland. But Tristan has sus¬ 
tained critical wounds in the battle 
that leave him fading away on a 
faraway shore, until he is nursed back 
to health by a smitten healer — the 
aforementioned Yseult, naturally. 
Their mutual attraction turns to 
discord when Yseult learns she's just 
fallen for the man who murdered 
her beloved brother. But a little love 
potion, and equal parts sweet wine, 
solve that issue soon enough. 

No longer a virgin, however, 

Yseult must substitute on the royal 
wedding night her hymen-ready ser¬ 
vant Brangian (Craig Johnson again, 
hilarious and surprisingly sympathetic 


in drab drag and sparkling comic 
timing). The ruse works, and Mark 
remains happily ignorant of Tristan 
and Yseult's liaison until the king's 
obsequious servant, Frocin (Giles 
King), offers proof of the lovers' deceit 
and Mark has them (and the nosey, 
needy Frocin) banished. Too in love 
with both of them to have them killed 
yet still too hurt to forgive them, Mark 
leaves his dagger near where he finds 
the lovers sleeping in the forest. They 
awake soon after and reflect on the 
hurt they've caused. They decide to 
part ways, Tristan taking to the sea 
and Yseult returning to Mark, whom 
she has grown to love (if in a mellower 
way). But the lovers promise to be 
there for each other when needed. 

Years later, as Tristan lies dying 
from his old wound beside his unloved 
wife — significantly, also named 
Yseult but known to the chorus as 
Whitehands, our mysterious narrator 
(Carly Bawden) — he asks if the ship 
sailing into port has a white or black 
sail (the former means Yseult is aboard, 
the latter that she is not coming). 
Consumed with hurt and jealousy, the 
second Yseult answers negatively, with 
tragic consequences all around. 

That may sound like too much 
information, but the joy of the pro¬ 
duction rests in the telling (and the 
deft performances doing the telling) 
more than in the tale itself. This is 
best left a surprise. Suffice to say that 
the production, set on Berkeley Rep's 
large Roda stage with full use of the 
aisles and other parts of the house, 
takes supreme advantage of an open 
aesthetic in which the presence of 
the audience and the mechanics of 


the staging are both readily acknowl¬ 
edged and built upon. 

Indeed, Rice's direction is so 
skillful and subtle that objects, char¬ 
acters, and actions can seem to pop 
out of nowhere despite an aesthetic 
that largely does away with hidden 
stagecraft, preferring to revel in what 
it reveals — as when, for example, 
the two lovers down their love potion 
and sweet wine and drink themselves 
silly, literally feet-off-the-floor high, 
dangling from aerial bands hoisted 
by members of the chorus of the 
unloved. (The latter is a comical 
Python-esque troupe of "lovespotters" 
dressed as proverbial birdwatchers or 
trainspotters in matching rain pon¬ 
chos and wool headgear). Meanwhile, 
a live band (under musical director 
Ian Ross) casts a deliciously forlorn 
nightclub atmosphere throughout, 
including pre-curtain and entr'acte. 

That sad-sack chorus, and vari¬ 
ous supporting characters who get 
their due here, also flags the the¬ 
matic breadth of the play: Tristan 
& Yseult is about love in all its 
elusiveness and inconstant variety; 
love that alternately supports and 
belies the romantic ideal represented 
by the title characters. At the same 
time, the serious charm offensive 
underway points to another, compli¬ 
mentary end: the successful wooing 
of an audience through the sheer 
bliss of theatrical virtuosity, sfbg 

TRISTAN & YSEULT 

Through Jan 6, $17.50-$81 
Berkeley Rep’s Roda Theatre 
2025 Addison, Berk 
www.berkeleyrep.org 
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UTLOOS 

365 Club ® 


1025 COLUMBUS AT CHESTNUT. SAN FRANCISCO 
(415) 474-0365 / WWW.BIMBOS365CLUB.COM 


^ TUES. DEC. 31 • DOORS 8 . 21 & up q 

j[( 7?ew Treats Size O 

GOLD STAR SOUL REVUE ° 
BIG SANDY & HIS FLY-RITE BOYS 

GAUCH0 

SPECIAL APPEARANCES BY THE GIRL IN THE FISHBOWL 

COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF CHAMPAGNE, HATS, PARTY FAVORS & 
TRADITIONAL BALLOON DROP. COCKTAIL ATTIRE - BLACK TIE OPTIONAL. 


FOOD SERVICE AVAILABLE AT ALL SHOWS • 2 DRINK MIN. 
GENERAL ADMISSION. LIMITED SEATING. TIX AVAILABLE AT THE CLUB 
M-F/10AM-4PM. • TICKETS ON-LINE: WWW.BIMBOS365CLUB.COM 


BIMBO’S IS AVAILABLE FOR SPECIAL EVENTS 
AND PRIVATE PARTIES! 415-474-0365 EXT. 18 



MEZZANINE 

444 JESSIE STREET 


TUESDAY DEC 31 


2014 


FLATBUSH ZOMBIES 

TRAXAMILLION 


9 PM | $45-85 | 21 + 

BOTTLESERVICEaMEZZANINESF.COM 

CLUB NSSN PCRIUGOtMAN 
WONDERFULLSFX 
BONE THUGS -N- HARMONY 
PAUL KALKBRENNER (LIVE) 
WINTER WONDERLAND 
J1 NYE 2014 DANNY BROWN 
THE HOOD INTERNET 
G0LDR00M 
02.05 SKRILLEX 
COM TRUISE 

22 REBIRTH BRASS BAND 

MEZZANINESF.COM I 4IS.62S.8880 I 21 + 
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Moke-Out Room 



WEDNESDAY 12/4 AT 8PM, FREE! 


FRIG0-BAR! 

INTI DANCE PARTY 

DJ 2 SHY-SHY & DJ MELT W/ U 
CUMBIA/THAI FUNK/AFRO-BEAT/RAI ELECTRO- 
REGGflE/flFRO-FUNK/flSIflN-PSYCH & MORE! 

THURSDAY 12/5 AT 6PM, FREE! 

DOWN AT LULUS 

HOLIDAY POP-UP SHOP ! 
FOLLOWING AT 9PM, FREE 

DJ F00DC0URT AND HIS PALS 

_ ROCK/POP/SOUL/CRflP _ 

FRIDAY 12/6 AT 6PM, FREE! 

1ST FRIDAY HAPPY HOUR, 
“ COOL AS FUCK! ” 

FOLLOWING AT 10PM, $5 BEFORE 11, $10 AFTER 

LOOSE JOINTS 

DJ TOM THUMP/DAMON BELL/CENTIPEDE 
FUNK/S0UL/HIP-H0P/LATIN/AFR0-BEAT 

SATURDAY 12/7 AT 5PM, $10 

A BENEFIT FOR ALAN FORBES 

JELL0 BIAFRA • WHITE MANNA 
HARDERSHIPS • HOT LUNCH 
THE FREEKS * ETHAN MIL LER 

FOLLOWING AT 10PM, $5 

EL SUPERRITN0! 

W/ ROGER MAS Y EL K00L KYLE 
(UMBIA/PANCEHALL/SALSA/HIP-HOP 

SUNDAY 12/8 AT 7:30PM, $8 

CAROLYN NARK 

PETER CASE (PLIMS0ULS) 

HAPPY VALLEY SINGERS 

MONDAY 12/9 AT 7PM, $5 
SFBARPR0V PRESENTS: 

ONE LAUGH AT A TINE! 

STARRING HAROLD IMPR0V THEATER 
W/ E LEMENTAL IMPROV: l -TEAM 

FOLLOWING AT 9PM, FREE! 




W/ TJ (TAPE-JOCKEY) JASON KICK 
PUNK, NEW WAVE, ALTERNATIVE & 
ELECTRONIC ON CASSETTE 

TUESDAY 12/10 AT 9:30PM, FREE! 

LOST & FOUND 

DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL 
PJS LUCKY. PRIMP & FRIENDS 

WEDNESDAY 12/11 AT 6PM, NO COVER 

CREPUSCULE 

DJ 2L00SE & PR. DUMD UM 

FOLLOWING AT 9PM, FREE! FREE! FREE! 
DJS CLUTCH & SIKK LAFFTER PRESENT: 

NUSICAL CHAIR DANCE PARTY! 

THURSDAY 12/12 AT 10PM, NO COVER! 

FESTIVAL ‘68 

SELECTORS: ADAM & VANESSA + GUESTS: 
DJS NINA + MINI AKA “MADAME STREGGAE” 
ROCKSTEADY, EARLY REGGAE & SKA 

3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SFCA 94110 
415-647-2888 • www.makeoutroom.com 


DECEMBER 4-10, 2013 / SFBG.COM 23 





































ALL SHOWS ALL AGES 


FRIDAY DECEMBER 6 

POINT BREAK LIVE! 

.. SOLD OUT! 


WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 11 

FATES WARNING 

W. ARTIZAN, BAY RUM, 
FIELD OF STONES 


WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 18 

METALACHI 

W. SPECIAL GUESTS 


THURSDAY DECEMBER 19 

BLOOD ON THE 
DANCE FLOOR 

W. FAREWELL MY LOVE, THE 
RELAPSE SYMPHONY, HALEY 
ROSE, LIONFIGHT, KAT HAUS 


FRIDAY JANUARY 10 

GIRLS ROCK! 

A BENEFIT CONCERT 

FEATURING PUNK FUNK MOB, 
MOONFOX, VICTORIA & THE 
VAUDVILLAINS, COFFEE SHOP 
DROPOUT 


JUST ANNOUNCED: 

POINT BREAK LIVE -- EXTENDED! 
FEB 7, MARCH 7, AND APRIL 4 
ON SALE NOW! 


375 ELEVENTH ST. 
415-626-1409 

ADVANCE TIX @ 
WWW.DNALOUNGE.COM 


NATIVE ELEMENTS 


slate 


music | cocktails j pool 

Ir 

SPECIAL BLEND: 




SATURDAY TOUCHY FEELY 
'EVERY 1ST SAT 
Wj GELSON, CARLITO- 



tuesday | TACO TUESDAYS 


HAPPY 

HOURS 

TUESDAY 
THRU SATURDAY 

6-10PM 


slate-sf.com 

rsvp@slate-sf.com415.558.8521 

2925 16th street" san trancisco, ccr 91103 

{one block from bart} 


S&s 

www.slimspresents.com 

333 11th St. btwn. Folsom & Harrison San Francisco 415/522-0333 


THURS. DEC. 5 • DOORS 7:30 / SHOW 8 • $15 ADV. / $15 DOOR 
YBCA’S NEW FREQUENCIES PRE-FESTIVAL CONCERT 

GABY MORENO 

DAVID GARZA 

CAZADERO • IRENE DIAZ 


FRI. DEC. 6 • DOORS 7 / SHOW 8 • $20 ADV. / $22 DOOR 

KEPI GHOULIE 


Boolean 

mam 

www.slimspresents.com 

859 O'Farrell St. btwn. Polk & Larkin San Francisco 415/885-0750 


THURS. DEC. 12 • DOORS 7 / SHOW 8 • $16 ADV. / $16 DOOR 

JONATHAN RICHMAN 

FEATURING TOMMY LARKINS 


WED. DEC. 18 THEE OH SEES SOLD OUT-THANK YOU! 


I Ct 11N; 


SAT. DEC. 7 • DOORS 7 / SHOW 8 • $16 ADV. / $16 DOOR 

PERFORMER MAGAZINE PRESENTS 
THE RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS TOUR 

THE MOWGU'S 

BLONDFIRE • hunter hunted 


FRI. DEC. 13 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $16 ADV. / $16 DOOR 

EL TEN ELEVEN 

SLOW MAGIC 


SAT. DEC. 14 JAKE MILLER SOLD OUT-THANK YOU! 


TUES. DEC. 17 • DOORS 7 / SHOW 8 • $16 ADV. / $18 DOOR 

KFJC PRESENTS 


FRI. & SAT. DEC. 20 & 21 
DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $23 ADV. / $23 DOOR 

THE MOTHER HIPS 

THE DONKEYS (fri ohlv) 
ULTIMATE SET LIST isat.ohlv) 


SUN. DEC. 22 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $1 ADV. / $10 DOOR 

THE UGLY SWEATER SOCIAL 

FINISH TICKET 

FRENCH CASSETTES 


FRI. DEC. 27 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 8:30 • $16 ADV. / $16 DOOR 

ZONGO JUNCTION 

BIG TREE 

DRMS • BRASS MAGIC 


SAT. DEC. 28 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $15 ADV. / $18 DOOR 

AFROLICIOUS LIVE 

WILL MAGID TRIO 

PLEASUREMAKER LIVE 

ziek mccarter. dj senor oz 



TUES. DEC. 31 - NYE! * DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 « $40 ADV. / $40 DOOR 

MELVINS W* 
REDD KROSS }?{ 
FRIGHTWIG 


All ages always! Great food! Great music! Paid Parking: For Slim's at Costco / For GAMH at AMC1000 Theater Garage. 

Dinner tickets with reserved seating available at all shows. Limited Seating. Box offices open 10:30am - 6pm Mon. thru 
Fri. & show nights. ($1 service charge) Tickets on-line www.slimspresents.com. 

For tickets by fax info, call 415/255-0333 (Slim's)/415/885-0750 (GAMH) • Phone orders at 1-888-233-0449. m Baldwin 
Tickets for both clubs available at both box offices. All ticket sales are final-no exchanges/refunds. Limited access/seating for disabled ^ 
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ARTS+ CULTURE STAGE LISTINGS 


RACY PUPPET COMEDY AVENUEQ 

PHOTO BY LOIS TEMA PHOTOGRAPHY 


Stage listings are compiled by Guardian staff. 
Performance times may change; call venues to con¬ 
firm. Reviewersare Robert Avila, Rita Felciano, and 
Nicole Gluckstern. Submit itemsforthe listings at 
listings@sfbg.com. Forcomplete stage listings, see 
www.sfbg.com. 


THEATER 


OPENING 

Avenue Q New Conservatory Theatre Center, 25 
Van Ness, SF; www.nctcsf.org. $25-45. Previews 
Fri/6-Sat/7 and Dec 13,8pm; Sun/8, 2pm. Opens 
Dec 14, 8pm. Runs Wed-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 2pm. 
Through Jan 12. New Conservatory Theatre Center 
performs the Tony-winning comedy. 

A Christmas Carol Geary Theater, 415 Geary, SF; 
www.act-sf.org. $20-95. Opens Fri/6, 7pm. Runs 
Wed-Sat, 7pm (noeveningshows Dec 24, 26, or 
28; also Sat/7, Dec 11,14,21,23,2pm; Dec 24 
and 26-28,1pm; Dec27eveningshowat 5:30pm); 
Sun, 5:30pm (also Sun/8, Dec 15, and 22, 1pm). 
Through Dec 28. American Conservatory Theater 
mounts itsannual production of the Dickensclassic, 
with James Carpenter as Scrooge and Ken Rutaas 
Jacob Marley’s ghost. 

Cinderella Buriel Clay Theater, African American 
Artand Culture Complex, 762 Fulton, SF; www.afri- 
can-americanskaes.org. $12.50-50. Opens Sat/7, 
3pm. Runs Sat, 8pm (also Dec 21, 3pm); Sun, 3pm. 
Through Dec 22. African-American Shakespeare 
Company presents this fairy-tale production forthe 
holidays. 

The Golden Girls: The XMAS Episodes Victoria 
Theatre, 2961 16th, SF; www.trannyshack.com. 
$30. OpensThu/5,8pm. RunsThu-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 
7pm. Through Dec 22. Inspired by the classic sit¬ 
com, Miami’sfeisty seniors (portrayed by Heklina, 
Cookie Dough, Matthew Martin, and Polio Del Mar) 
return to spread holiday cheer and cheesecake. 

BAY AREA 

Edward Gant’s Amazing Feats of Loneliness Ashby 
Stage, 1901 Ashby, Berk; www.shotgunplayers.org. 
$20-35. Previews Thu/5 and Dec 11-12, 7pm; Fri/6- 
Sat/7,8pm; Sun/8, 5pm. Opens Dec 13,8pm. Runs 



SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EYERY SUNDAY! 


$ 

WEDNESDAY 12/4 

GARCIA AT THE 

m 

PUNCHLINE 

FEATURED ON THIS AMERICAN LIFE! 


THURSDAY 12/5 ■ SATURDAY 12/7 
FROM PROFESSOR BLASTOFF PODCASP. 

KYLE DUNNIGAN 

CHRIS GflRCIfl, MAX CURRY 




THURSDAY 12/12 - SATURDAY 12/14 
THE PITBULL OF COMEDY! 

BOBBY SLAYTON 

ROBERT DUCHAINE, BEN FELDMAN 


TUESDAY 12/17-WEDNESDAY 12/18 
FROM FX'S TOTALLY BIASED! 

W. KAMAU BELL 



a 




THURSDAY 12/5 - SATURDAY 12/7 

TRACY MORGAN 

From 30 Rock and Saturday Night Uve! 

SUNDAY 12/8 

OMID DJALILI 

British-lranian comedian and star of The Infidel! 

THURSDAY 12/12 - SUNDAY 12/15 

CHRIS KATTAN 

From Saturday Night Live! 


THURSDAY 12/19 - SfflURDAY 12/21 H I 

JOE DEROSA & 

BIG JAY OAKERSON L 

ALL SHOWS: Cover charge plus two beverage minimum • 18 & older with valid ID 

915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD), SAN FRANCISCO • SHOW INFO: 415-928-4320 
Validated Parking @ Anchorage Garage, 500 Beach St. 

WWW.COBBSCOMEDY.COM 


ticketmaster.com c f[j 

Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject 
to change without notice. All tickets are subject to 
applicable service charges. Avoid Online Fees at our Box Office. 



Wed-Thu, 7pm; Fri-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 5pm. Through 
Jan 11. Shotgun Players performs Anthony Neilson’s 
comic romp set in “a sensual Edwardian world of top 
hats, fantastical puppets, and flash powder." 

Little Women Lucie Stern Theatre, 1305 Middlefield, 
Palo Alto; www.theatreworks.org. $19-79. Previews 
Wed/4-Fri/6,8pm. Opens Sat/7, 2 and 8pm. Runs 
Tue-Wed and Dec 30, 7:30pm (no shows Dec 24-25; 
Dec 31, show at 2pm only; no show Jan 1); Thu-Sat, 
8pm (alsoSatand Dec26and Jan4, 2pm); Sun, 2 
and 7pm. Through Jan 4. TheatreWorks performsthe 
musical adaptation of the Louisa May Alcott tale. 
Marne Hillbarn Theatre, 1285 East Hillsdale, Foster 
City; www.hillbarntheatre.org. $19-40. Previews 
Thu/5, 8pm. Opens Fri/6, 8pm. RunsThu-Sat, 8pm 
(also Dec 14 and 21, 2pm); Sun, 2pm. Through 
Dec 22. Hillbarn Theatre performs Jerry Herman’s 
classic musical. 

ONGOING 

Amaluna BigTopatAT&T Park, Third Street at Terry 
A. Francois Blvd, SF; www.cirquedusoliel.com. $50- 
175. Check website for schedule, including special 
holiday showtimes. Through Jan 12. Cirque de Soleil 
is back in town, this time bringing its Tempest- 
inspired Amaluna to the big top set up outside AT&T 
Park. Touted for being a celebration of “women 
[sic] power,” it seems initially odd that the design 
elements are so focused on the male peacock feath¬ 
er — all greens and blues and graceful, with curving 
“fronds” rising up from the stage. Jungle sounds 
chirp in the background as a bevy of Amazonian 
women in bejeweled headdresses and a mischievous 
lizard-man circulate the room until the show starts 
with the lovely abstraction of a floating red cloud of 
translucent fabric dancing in a single beam of light. 
The flimsy plotline is forgettable, a coming-of-age and 
courtship tale between the island’s young princess, 
Miranda (luliia Mykhailova) and a shipwrecked young 
Romeo (Evgeny Kurkin), though the parallel courtship 
between the two comic figures of Jeeves (Nathalie 
Claude) and Deeda (Shereen Hickman) provides a 
bit of levity and a novel use for footballs. The most 
realized character is probably Cali (Victor Kee), the 
half-lizard, whose prehensiletail and neon body paint 
give him an otherworldly allure, but it’s the aerialist 
goddesses and fierce embodiments of the storm that 
are most memorable from an acrobatic point-of-view, 
and Lara Jacobs’ unique balancingact from a medita¬ 
tive one. (Gluckstern) 

The Jewelry Box: A Genuine Christmas Story 

The Marsh San Francisco, 1062 Valencia, SF; 
www.themarsh.org. $15-40. Fri, 8pm; Sat, 5pm. 
Through Dec 28. Brian Copeland performsthe 
world premiere of his new, holiday-themed work, an 
Oakland-setautobiographical tale that’sa prequel 
to his popular Not a Genuine Black Man. 

My Beautiful Launderette New Conservatory 
Theatre Center, 25 Van Ness, SF; www.nctcsf.org. 
$25-45. Wed-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 2pm. Through Dec 
22. New Conservatory Theatre Center performs 
Andy Gram and Roger Parsley’s adaptation of Hanif 
Kureishi’saward-winningscreenplay. 

Peter/Wendy Gough Street Playhouse, 1620 Gough, 
SF; www.custommade.org. $15-33. Thu-Sat, 8pm; 
Sun, 7pm. Through Dec 15. J.M. Barrie’sfamiliar 
and much-revisited children’s story, about a boy who 
refuses to grow up, has always had its darker aspects, 
including the violent streak in its hero, forever-child 
Peter (Sam Bertken). Unfortunately, any underlying 
social or psychological complexity in the story — orig¬ 
inally published in 1902 in The Little White Bird 
— is of no consequence in adapter-director Jeremy 
Bloom’s relentlessly cheerful and quickly monoto¬ 
nous retelling. The production, which narrates and 
acts out the story in somewhat condensed form, says 
it’s designed for adults of all ages and children over 
12, but it seems pitched to an audience much younger 
still. Custom Made Theater’s lackluster staging does 
little to make the 
time go faster. 

There’s a mis¬ 
chievous ener¬ 
gy in Bertken’s 
Peter and a 
bright intelligence 
in Anya Kazimierski’s 
Tinker Bell that together 
produce the play’s 
only emotional heat, 
but it’s fleeting. As 
Wendy, Elissa Beth 
Stebbins is gener¬ 
ally solid buttoo 
mild to elicit much 
sympathyforher 
unrequited affections 
for Peter. Clad exclusively in 
striped jammies, the uneven 
ensemble (which also 
includes Terry Bamberger, 
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Jessica Rudholm, Kim Saunders, and Jeunee Simon 
in multiple roles) rarely encourages focus on the finer 
points of character and plot, which anyway come 
with a soporific dose oftriflingdetail amid generally 
awkward physical choreography. Indeed, any “happy 
thoughts” one walks in with would risk vanishing 
entirely, were it notthatthe cast harvests them imme¬ 
diately and writes them down for future reference on 
the stage floor. (Avila) 

Snoopy!!! Eureka Theatre, 215 Jackson, SF; 
www.42ndstmoon.org. $25-75. Wed-Thu, 7pm; 

Fri, 8pm; Sat, 6pm (family/student matinee Sat/7, 
lpm); Sun, 3pm. Through Dec 15. 42nd Street 
Moon performs the sequel to You’re a Good Man, 
Charlie Brown. 

Urge For Going Z Below, 470 Florida, SF; www. 
goldenthread.org. $10-45. Thu/5-Sat/7,8pm; 

Sun/8,3pm. Jamila (Camila Betancourt Ascencio) is a 
bright student desperate to pass her college entrance 
examination — an unexceptional proposition in many 
places, but Jamila is a Palestinian raised in a Lebanese 
refugee camp. For her, even the right to take such an 
exam is in no way guaranteed and must be fought for. 
That Jamila’s struggles don’t end at the front door of 
her crowded home provides the basis for the drama 
in Mona Mansour’s2011 play, Urge for Going, now 
receivingan uneven butsometimes moving West Coast 
premiere from Golden Thread (which last year pro¬ 
duced The Letter, a short play co-written by Mansour, 
as part of its ReOrient Festival). Amid the makeshift 
walls, mismatched furniture, and exposed wiring of 
Kate Boyd’s evocative scenic design, Jamila lives with 
her austere father (Terry Lamb), a onetime literature 
scholarwith a passion for Wordsworth; hersupportive 
mother (Tara Blau); her father’s effusive loose-canon 
of a brother (Julian Lopez-Morillas); her mother’s 
brother (Munaf Alsafi); and her own big-hearted but 
haunted older brother (Wiley Naman Strasser), a once 
brilliant math student who suffered brain damage at 
the hands of a Lebanese soldier. But front and center is 
her father, whose barely cloaked disappointment and 
despairturn to recalcitrance and outright antagonism 
in the face of Jamila’s too-pointed desire to flee this 
hobbled world of exile for a wider world of possibilities. 
Directed by Evren Odcikin, the play’s sentimental 
naturalism (broken through at times by didactic direct 
address to the audience by the entire cast) makes what 
follows both too predictable and somewhat artificial. 
Atthesametime, Mansourcarefullyand revealingly 
couches her story in the political and existential limbo 
of multiple generations of Palestinian refugees in 
Lebanon, deprived for over half a century of basic 
rights amid cramped poverty and deprivation. (Avila) 

BAY AREA 

A Bright New Boise Aurora Theatre, 2081 Addison, 
Berk; www.auroratheatre.org. $32-50. Wed/4- 
Sat/7,8pm; Sun/8, 2 and 7pm. Faith can be a 
touchy subject among true believers and skeptics 
alike, andaslongasthetopicof religion is avoided 
(as it often is) you might not even know that your bus 
driver is Buddhist, or your checkout clerk born again. 
In Samuel D. Hunter’s/l Bright New Boise, now 
playing at Berkeley’s Aurora Theatre, the line blurs 
between public face and private faith, as mysterious 
stranger Will (Robert Parsons) rolls into Boise and 
takesupemploymentatthe Hobby Lobby, ostensibly 
to reconnect to his long-lost, given-up-for-adoption 
son, Alex (Daniel Petzhold). But when Will is revealed 
to be a former member of a disgraced Evangelical 
sect from “up North,” his sudden reappearance in 
Alex’ life appears to be motivated not by a long-stand¬ 
ing remorse, but by a recent unmooring. Under 
Tom Ross’ direction, the other characters —afoul¬ 
mouthed store manager (Gwen Loeb), a painfully 
shy stock clerk (Megan Trout), and a confrontational 
sales associate (Patrick Russell) — appear similarly 
unmoored, careening into each other like jittery, neu¬ 
rotic pinballs, with about as much 
consideration. Only Parsons’ Will 
appears calm and deliberate in 
his actions, until he startlingly 
demonstrates 
otherwise. It’s 
an abrupt end 
to both the play 
and Will’s cha¬ 
rade of normal¬ 
cy, and neither 
Hunter nor 
t Ross seem 
to knowhow 
to build up 
to his eventual 
fall naturally, 
ultimately 
allowing him 
to be defined 
only by his 
fanaticism rather 
than his humanity. 
(Gluckstern) sfbg 
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ARTS + CULTURE GAMER 


THE PLAYSTATION 4 AND THE XBOX ONE WOULD LIKE 
TO HAVE A WORD WITH YOUR WALLET, PLEASE. PLEASE? 



BY PETER GALVIN 

arts@sfbg.com 

GAMER The next generation of game 
consoles is officially in stores and 
consumers demand to know — 
definitively — which is the superi¬ 
or console. Is it the PlayStation 4 or 
the Xbox One? 

Unfortunately the comparison 
isn't that simple. Although both are 
sleek, state-of-the-art devices that 
play video games, we're talking 
about two machines with different 
aims. Sony hopes the PS4 will lure 
back gamers that it disenfranchised 
with the expensive, non-intui- 
tive and difficult-to-love PlayStation 
3 by making things simple, fun, 
and focused on playing and shar¬ 
ing games. Microsoft is high on the 
success of the Xbox 360 and look¬ 
ing to dominate home media on all 
fronts, creating in the Xbox One an 
all-in-one device that allows you to 
control your TV, movies, and other 
digital downloads. 

Strictly speaking, if you want 
to just play games and have an 
experience that is the same but 
prettier, Sony has your 
interests at heart. 

It's the more pow¬ 
erful machine, cur¬ 
rent games look a bit 
better, and navigating 
the PS4 generally is 
an all-around smooth 
experience. Upon 
booting the system 
up, you're greeted with 
soothing music and a 
fairly straightforward, 
simple interface. I 
was able to find all my 
games, apps, and settings within 
seconds, rather than minutes. The 
new DualShock 4 controller has 
a touch pad and a light bar for 
motion gaming (provided you have 
a PlayStation camera) and it per¬ 
forms these new functions with a 
minimum of hassle. 

The most "next gen" aspect of 
the PS4 is the share button. A new 
button on the DualShock 4 is ded¬ 
icated to sharing your experiences 
with friends, whether what's being 
shared is video clips or actual 


streams of gameplay that can be 
viewed on another PlayStation, 
computer, or phone. Game streams 
and Let's Plays have become their 
own genre on YouTube, and, by 
giving people that experience on 
day one (Xbox One's streaming 
services are set to launch next 
year), Sony has a real upper hand 
on conquering the 
online gaming com¬ 
munity that enjoys 
watching other peo¬ 
ple play games. 

The PS4 is a 
machine that plays 
games, plain and 
simple, and right 
now the games 
it plays are only 
so-so. You've got 
a new Killzone, 
first-party beat 'em 
up Knack and a few 
multi-platform — and cross-gen¬ 
eration — titles that are likely 
to do well, but the must-have 
next-gen gaming experience just 
isn't here yet. 

The Xbox One is not near¬ 
ly as intuitive as 
the PS4 and your 
first few hours 
with the machine 
will require patience 
and a bit of learning. 
Applications and 
settings are hidden 
in sub-menus and 
the revelatory Kinect 
voice commands 
are exhilarating 
when they work 
and aggravating 
when they inevitably do not. 
Growing pains were inevitable; 
Microsoft is attempting things that 
have never been done on a gaming 
machine before — like the ability 
to route your cable box into the 
Xbox One and change channels 
with your voice — and, if their 
history of iteration is to be trust¬ 
ed, it's likely that the issues with 
organization and un-matched voice 
commands will melt away sooner 
rather than later. 

Xbox's launch games are favor¬ 
able only in comparison with the 


PS4's meager lineup. Forza 
Motorsport 5 is a wonderful show¬ 
case for what the Xbox One is 
capable of, and the best buy on 
either console so far, but the other 
exclusives are essentially limited 
to Dead Rising 3 and Ryse: Son of 
Rome, which are fun in spurts but 
offer nothing you haven't hacked 
or slashed before. 

Which leaves the 
question, what do 
you want from your 
"next-gen" console? If 
you're in the market 
for a new device, 
you're not wrong 
to expect improved 
graphics or increased 
resolution and frame 
rate. You want games 
to look better. And 
that's at least partial¬ 
ly there if you want 
it, but it doesn't seem to be the 
current focus for either machine. 
Even on the PS4, the visual leap 
we're seeing right now isn't worth 
the $400 asking price, and the 
lower-spec'd Xbox One is tagged 
at a whopping $500 for a system 
bundled with Kinect. 

In spite of all the Internet furor 
spouted by gamers in the past few 
months about sub-standard resolu¬ 
tion and graphics, perhaps Microsoft 
and Sony both realize the real coup 
is getting people who aren't gamers 
to buy these consoles. In that 
area, Xbox One's ambition to do 
more than play games is a risky 
pursuit, but one that could make 
all the difference for consumers 
who have only a passing interest in 
traditional gaming. 

Time will tell which console 
resonates more with the public, and 
someday financial reports aplenty 
will give us a definitive resolution 
on which console is more success¬ 
ful. But calling this a "console war" 
is more than a little sensational. 
Both the PlayStation 4 and the 
Xbox One currently offer incre¬ 
mentally better experiences than 
their previous-gen counterparts, 
and the world of popular consumer 
electronics has proven that a little 
better is often just enough, sfbg 
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MARIO IN A CAT SUIT IS EVERYTHING. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF NINTENDO 


ARTS + CULTURE ON THE CHEAP 



team 


BY JOE FITZGERALD RODRIGUEZ 

joe@sfbg.com 

GAMER Winter is the time we spend with 
loved ones, and much of that time is spent 
trying desperately 
to escape. Dodging 
questions about 
work, romance, or 
money from your 
family? Fear not! 

Read on for the 
perfect list of mul¬ 
tiplayer video games 
to keep your relatives 
occupied — games 
that even Grandma 
could play without 
getting (too) lost. 

Most of the games 
on this list are for four 
players, and span the current and 
next generations of consoles. 

SUPER MARIO 3D WORLD 

Nintendo; Wii U; four players 
Mario in a cat suit. Once again: Mario 
in a cat suit. Yes, the graphics are amazing; 
yes, the music is orchestrated and will have 
you dancing in your chair. But what you really need to 
know is that four players means four Mario characters 
running around with swinging tails and cat ears. It's 
adorable and fun to see Mario, Luigi, Princess Peach, 
and Toad all racing together to beat a classic Mario level. 

If you've been bored by Mario lately, nobody would 
blame you. But trust that Super Mario 3D World is vastly 
more imaginative than the droll New Super Mario Brothers 
U, which has been rightly accused of phoning it in. 

You'll ride giant swimming dinosaurs, play levels entirely 
in silhouette, and turn yourself into a Goomba all in the 
name of beating Bowser, again. The variety of levels and 
power ups in the game makes it look like the turducken 
of the Mushroom Kingdom, stuffing 10 Mario games 
into one. A tip for longtime fans: the Tanooki suit and 
Kuribo's shoe are both back from Mario 3. Let's-a-go! 

JUST DANCE 2014 

Ubisoft; Xbox 360, PS3, Wii, Xbox One, Wii U, PS4; four to six 
players 

The problem with video games for most non-gamers is 
the controller. They're wacky, unwieldy things, infinite¬ 
ly more complex than the humble TV remote. Luckily 
Just Dance is a game that does away with all of that. 
Playing it on the Xbox or PS4 uses the systems' camera 
functions to capture and rate all your awful, awkward 
dance moves in all their glory. 


The song list includes a variety of jams to satisfy all 
family members (Christina Aguilera, Lady Gaga, and 
even "Prince Ali" from Aladdin — street rat!) While the 
professional dancer on screen performs slick moves, the 
players mirror them with their drunken best. Up to six 
people can dance simultaneously, fulfilling all of your 
Jackson 5 and Partridge Family dreams. 

Word to the wise, the Wii version measures your 
dancing solely with motion sensors in its controllers. If 
you have the choice, go with the Xbox version, which 
uses the advanced sensors of the Kinect camera. 

WII U BOWLING 

Nintendo; Wii U; four 
players 

Ah, bowling — the 
great equalizer. A 
game you can play 
with beer in hand. 
Feel the fear though, 
because this is a 
game your parents can 
(and will) beat you at. 

A vast improvement 
over its predecessor from 
the original Wii, bowling 
on Nintendo's next genera¬ 
tion console, the Wii U, uses 
advanced sensors to capture 
the more finely tuned spins and 
curves of your throw. This means 
it's even more like real bowling, 
which you know, can be good or 
bad, depending on if you're any 
good at the sport itself. 

The best part about this game 
is its price: $10 (a day pass is just 
$2). You can buy it from Nintendo's 
e-shop online, making this a purchase 
you don't even have stand up to make. 

THE CAVE 

Double Fine Productions; Xbox 360, Wii U, PS3, PC, Mac, iOS; 
three players 

A hillbilly, a knight, a Buddhist monk, a pilot, a scientist, 
a time traveler, and a pair of creepy horror-movie twins all 
stand waiting for a choice. The three characters you select 
will spend the next few hours trapped in the cave, a place 
where they'll face their inner demons made manifest. 

If Mario games were slower, more intellectual affairs, 
you'd have The Cave. Up to three people can play at once, 
all trying to outsmart the omniscient narrator as he lays 
out traps and riddles that tease out the desires the char¬ 
acters are hiding even from themselves. The writing is 
sharp and constantly chuckle worthy, and it's no wonder 
— its creator worked on the classic Monkey Island games. 

YOU DON’T KNOW JACK 

Various publishers; Xbox 360, PS3, Wii, Android, iOS, 

Facebook; four players 

"No, be smarter! Be smarter!" Games that yell at you 
are rare, and this one is rarer for being funny about it. 
Originally a PC game from the 1990s, You Don't Know 
Jack is a trivia game in the guise of a TV game show. 

Four players can share one controller, using different 
buttons to buzz in their answers. Fun little tweaks like 
the ability to "screw" someone into answering the 
question make Jack crazily competitive. Amid the many 
available versions, the Xbox 360 and PS3 are the stand¬ 
outs — but if you don't own a major console, you can 
fire this game up on your laptop or mobile phone for a 
spontaneous brain workout, sfbg 
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THURSDAY 5 


Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz City Lights Books, 
261 Columbus, SF; www.citylights.com. 

7pm, free. The author reads from The Great 
Sioux Nation: Sitting in Judgment on 
America. 

INuminArts Walk North Beach to 
Embarcadero/Pier 15 via Filbert Steps, SF; 
www.blackrockarts.org. 5:30-8:30pm, free. 
Grab some glow sticks and put on your finest 
illuminated gear, and bam! You’re part of this 
“strolling light-up installation.” 

Jack London Square Lights Up for the 
Holidays! Jack London Square, Broadway at 
Embarcadero, Oakl; www.jacklondonsquare. 
com. 5-7:30pm, free. Jack London Square 
lights up its 55-foot Christmas tree — with 
entertainment by tap-dancing Christmas 
trees, among other luminaries. 

Playland at the Beach: The Golden Years 
Books Inc., 2251 Chestnut, SF; www.book- 
sine.net. 7pm, free. California historian 
James R. Smith shares rare historic photos 
from his new book aboutthe legendary San 
Francisco amusement park. 

Zarina Zabrisky Pegasus Books Downtown, 
2349 Shattuck, Berk; www.pegasusbook- 
store.com. 7:30pm, free. Theauthorand 
special guests read from her debut novel, We, 
Monsters. 


FRIDAY 6 


Holiday Art Sale at Creativity Explored 

Creativity Explored Gallery and Studio, 3245 
16th St, SF; www.creativityexplored.org. 
Opening reception tonight, 6-9pm, free. 
Exhibit runs through Dec 30. Support artists 
with developmental disabilities and add some 
unique artwork to your home at this popular 
annual sale. Asa bonus, Creativity Explored 
celebrates its30th anniversary thisyear by 
offering30 percent discount off all original 
works. 


Jingletown Winter ArtWalk Between Park 
and Fruitvale, Oakl; www.jingletown.org. 
llam-6pm. Open studios event featuring over 
50 artists who live or work in the Jingletown 
neighborhood, nearthe estuary separating 
Oakland and Alameda. 

Mexican Museum events Mexican Museum, 
Fort Mason Center, Bldg D, Marina at Laguna, 
SF; www.mexicanmuseum.org. Free. The 
museum hosts La Tienda Holiday Sale (today, 
10am-4pm), featuring handmade crafts 
made from ceramic, copper, and wood; and 
a Family Sunday celebration in honor ofwhat 
would have been artist Diego Rivera’s 127th 
birthday (Sun/8, noon-3:30pm). 

Middle East Crafts Bazaar Middle East 
Children’s Alliance, 1101 Eighth St, Berk; 
www.mecaforpeace.org. 10am-5pm, free. 
Also Sun/8. Handcrafted gifts from the 
Middle East, including Palestine, Lebanon, 
and Turkey. 

San Francisco Bazaar Concourse Exhibition 
Center, East Hall, 635 Eighth St, SF; www. 
sanfranciscobazaar.org. llam-6pm, free. 
Also Sun/8. Featuring a large selection of 
handmade gifts made by local artists who live 
and work in the Bay Area. 

SFMade’s Annual Holiday Gift Fair Fleet 
Room, Fort Mason Center, Marina at Laguna, 
SF; www.sfmade.org. 10am-5pm, free. Also 
Sun/8. Every item atthisgiftfair isguaran- 
teed made in San Francisco. 

Union Street Fantasy of Lights Union 
between Van Ness and Steiner, SF; www. 
unionstreetsf.com. 3-7pm, free. Union 
Street lights up at this neighborhood holiday 
festival, with cupcake decorating, pony rides, 
jugglers, face painting, and other kid-friendly 
fun. Future Union Street events include 
the Ugly/Creative Holiday Sweater Contest 
(Dec 21, 2-4pm), and holiday caroling (Dec 
21, 1pm); check out the online calendarfor 
details. 

Winter Faire Golden Gate Spiritualist 
Church, 1901 Franklin, SF; facebook.com/ 
spiritualistchurch. llam-4pm, free. Holiday 
giftsforsale including pottery, canned fruits 
and jams, gently used books, baked goods, 
and more. 


SATURDAY 7 


SUNDAY 8 


Babylon Salon Cantina SF, 580 Sutter, 

SF; www.babylonsalon.com. 6:30pm, 
free. Reading with authors Steve Almond 
(Candyfreak), Tom Barbash (Stay Up With 
Me), and others. 

Holiday Crafts Day Randall Museum, 199 
Museum Wy, SF; www.randallmuseum.org. 
10am-2pm, craft activities (prices vary); 

2pm, performance by Daniel DaVinci Comedy 
Circus Show, $3. Learn how to roll beeswax 
candles, make scented soaps, and other 
crafts that make great gifts. A kid-friendly 
comedy performance follows. Suitable for all 
ages, through children must be accompanied 
by an adult. 


“Snow Day in the Gourmet Ghetto” Parking 
lot, 1673 Shattuck, Berk; www.anotherbull- 
winkelshow.com. 10am-3pm, free. Pony 
rides, craft projects, holiday vendors, and, 
yes, actual snow. 


MONDAY 9 


Holiday Toy Drive BayviewYMCA, 1601 
Lane, SF; www.urbanedacademy.com; www. 
ymca.net. 5pm, free. Bring books, games, 
and sneakers to brighten the holidays for kids 
at this drive hosted by San Francisco 49er 
Navorro Bowman, sfbg 
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BY EMILY SAVAGE 

arts@sfbg.com 

FILM It was strange when Kathleen 
Hanna — riot grrrl activist, iconic 
Bikini Kill battle cry leader, elec¬ 
tro-popping Le Tigre singer — went 
silent. 

Though she was not entirely 
absent from the public eye, she did 
not make any new music or tour 
for nearly a decade. Beat down by 
a mysterious illness, she seemingly 
tumbled into hardcore self-preserva¬ 
tion mode, contributing her person¬ 
al files of zines, show flyers, and lyr¬ 
ics to the "Riot Grrrl Collection" at 
New York University's Fales Library. 

This archival material 
would prove key to Sini 
Anderson's new documen¬ 
tary about Hanna, The Punk 
Singer. The film includes 
many lesser-seen clips from 
the early days of Bikini Kill, 
the band's tours through 
Europe, and rare early 
moments with Hanna's 
husband, Beastie Boy Adam 
Horovitz. 

"There's some unfortu¬ 
nate and there's some fortu¬ 
nate in this," says Anderson, 
speaking to me in a hotel in 
San Francisco ahead of the 
film's Bay Area premiere at 
the Oakland Underground 
Film Festival in September. 

"The unfortunate is that 
Kathleen started getting 
incredibly sick, and she was 
getting worse and worse. 

[But then] she decided to 
pull all her materials togeth¬ 
er and start archiving them. So she 
had a few interns and for a couple of 
years they just pulled all this stuff 
from all over the place, so by the 
time we started the film project, a 
lot of this was in one place." 

Anderson is a Portland, Ore.-based 
feminist artist who co-founded Sister 
Spit while living in SF and has worked 
in film for a decade, though this is 
her first documentary. She suggested 
the idea to Hanna while Le Tigre was 
making 2011 doc Who Took The Bomp? 
Le Tigre on Tour. While Hanna became 
the reluctant face of the riot grrrl 
movement in the '90s, she'd never 
granted the media access to her whole 
story, at least partially because she 
didn't want to be misunderstood. 

"She had been out of music for 
six years at that point, and in [the 
realms of feminism and politics], 
there just didn't seem to be any kind 
of action going on. Things seemed 
complacent," Anderson says. "I said, 
'Kathleen, people need to hear your 



‘The Punk Singer’ 
chronicles Kathleen 
Hanna’s remarkable life 
— and mysterious illness 


story, and they need to hear it now.'" 

Using archival footage and pres¬ 
ent-day interviews, the doc covers 
Hanna's childhood, the beginning of 
the riot grrrl movement, Le Tigre, and 
the resurrection of her post-Bikini Kill 
solo project, the Julie Ruin. Anderson 
interviewed Hanna in a series of 
intimate, enlightening sit-downs at 
her lake house, which are delicately 
spliced throughout the film between 
older clips and interviews with 
Hanna's contemporaries: Bikini Kill's 
Tobi Vail, Billy Karren, and Kathi 
Wilcox (now of the Julie Ruin); Kim 
Gordon; Joan Jett; Carrie Brownstein 
and Corin Tucker; and teenage Rookie 
Magazine editor Tavi Gevinson, who 
wears the colorful "Feminist" sweater 
gifted to her by Hanna. 

The bulk of filming was done 
over the course of a year — and it was 
a momentous one. Countless doctors 
had misdiagnosed Hanna by the time 
Anderson began filming, without an 
end in sight. Halfway through film¬ 
ing, she finally had a name for her 


illness: late-stage neurological Lyme 
disease. When she began treatments, 
filmmaker and subject decided not 
to shy away from the vulnerability of 
moments like Hanna taking her meds 
and experiencing their uncomfort¬ 
able after-effects. 

"Once she started treatment, 
it was a roller coaster — she got 
worse, and then she got better, then 
she got worse. We had to plan the 
interviews around when she was 
up for it," — explains Anderson, 
who, incredibly, was also diagnosed 
with Lyme disease during filming, 
from an unrelated incident. "I real¬ 
ly believe there's so much power 
and strength in that vulnerability. 

It really is important for 
other women to see that we 
can tell our truth, we can 
let people see what's going 
on — that doesn't make us 
weak, that makes us stron¬ 
ger." Anderson is now work¬ 
ing on another documentary 
specifically about Lyme 
disease. 

During filming for The 
Punk Singer, Hanna decided 
to put together the Julie 
Ruin, her first new musical 
act since the end of Le Tigre. 
This year, the band released 
its full-length, Run Fast, on 
Dischord Records. 

"She says it really elo¬ 
quently in the film: when she 
realized that she may never 
again be able to do this thing 
she loves, she realized she 
wanted it more than ever," 
Anderson says. 

For the director, one of 
the biggest moments during filming 
came from this realization. Hanna 
sits by her fireplace, surprising her¬ 
self as she talks about why she quit 
music — why it was easier to just say 
she'd already said everything she'd 
needed to sing. She didn't want to 
admit to anyone, including herself, 
that she was quitting because she 
was sick. In the doc, Hanna seems 
taken aback and tears up a bit, but 
gives the go-ahead to keep filming. 

The Punk Singer’s other epiphany 
comes at the very end, on the last day 
of filming, in what became the last 
scene of the film. Hanna asks, "What 
is my story? I have no idea," and 
begins mentioning moments from her 
life. "I thought, who is going to believe 
me? Other women will believe me." 

Says Anderson, "It was about 
being believed, and being heard, 
and having her truth be validated. 
That's [her] story." sfbg 

THE PUNKSINGER opens Fri/6 in SF. 


FILM At Berkeley, the latest documen¬ 
tary from the great Frederick Wiseman, 
runs 244 minutes — a time commit¬ 
ment intimidatingenough todeterany 
casual viewer. But viewers intrigued by 
Wiseman’s longtradition of filming insti¬ 
tutions (1968’s High School ; 2011’s 
Crazy Horse ) with fly-on-the-wall curi¬ 
osity will want to carve out an afternoon 
for At Berkeley, as will those interested 
in 21st century educational issues, 
California’sfinancial crisis, and the 
care and maintenance of UC Berkeley’s 
free-spirited image, among other topics. 

UC Berkeley students and grads also 
seem like a built-in audience. Folks who 
attended while Wiseman was filming (he 
shot 250 hours of footage over 12 weeks 
in whatappears to be mid- to late-2011) 
might even catch a glimpse of themselves 
in shots of casual moments on campus, 
which comprise the smallest portion of 
At Berkeley’s divided interests. But the 
local-color moments do much to flesh 
out what’s not seen in the classroom and 
administrative-meeting sequences: the 
fading-hippie glow of Telegraph Avenue; 
two men with impressive yo-yo skills; a 
couple napping on a grassy expanse. 

We’re also shown what goes into the 
maintenance of that postcard-perfect 
campus. Berkeley’s landscaping starts 
looking especially impressive when — 
during a retreat of school bigwigs that 
Wiseman had apparent free rein to shoot 
— one administrator points out that 
budget cuts mean the school employs 
just one person to mow all of its lawns. 
“Well, he’s doing a good job!” interjects 
Robert J. Birgeneau, chancellor of the 
school 2004-2013. At the time of film¬ 
ing, UC Berkeley was weathering a series 
of painful fee increases, staff furloughs 
and layoffs, and widespread budget 
cutbacks, with Birgeneau serving as its 
pragmatic, stern-yet-sympathetic eye of 
the storm. 

Birgeneau, like everyone else in the 
film (including probably the most recog¬ 
nizable figure: former Clinton cabinet 
member Robert Reich, now a Berkeley 
prof), is never identified by name. At 
first, this feels disorienting; most docs 
strive to hook the viewer with first-act 
exposition, but At Berkeley simply 
plunges in with a woman (a teacher? a 
student?) regaling (a class? an extra¬ 
curricular club?) with a myth about 
Berkeley’s origins (spoiler alert: it wasn’t 
founded by gamblers) that leads into a 
broader rumination on what the school 
represents. “A sense of imagination, of 
diversity,” she says. “An ideal.” 

Before long, it’s obvious that we 
don’t need to know the back stories of 
everyone who appears in the film. This 


portrait of UC Berkeley — as a complex 
place, not without unrest, but also not 
without spontaneous a capella perfor¬ 
mances — emerges with all of its sub¬ 
jects sharing equal footing, their experi¬ 
ences and points of view presented with 
equal interest. Some of the most com¬ 
pelling scenes take place in classrooms, 
with remarkably articulate students 
(though, yes, Wiseman’s camera does 
catch a few looking sleepy and bored) 
discussing subjects as wildly diverse as 
poverty in America, advancements in 
robotics, Thoreau, and racism. There 
are also fascinating snippets of lectures, 
includingan amusing, anecdote-heavy 
treatise from Reich on the importance of 
self-evaluation. 

“The film has to work on both 
a literal level and a metaphoric, or 
abstract, level,” Wiseman writes in his At 
Berkeley director’s note. The themes 
of financial stress and unrest perco¬ 
lating throughout the film culminate 
in coverage of a late-2011 Occupy Cal 
demonstration, in which the main cam¬ 
pus library is overtaken by passionate 
protestors. The focus shifts away from 
the chanting students to UC Berkeley’s 
behind-the-scenes response, or rath¬ 
er, the phone calls and meetings that 
decide what the response should be (a 
“generic acknowledgement” is met by 
jeers from the protestors; a heavy police 
presence is suggested, but not visually 
documented). 

In the library, a young man grasps 
the bullhorn and advises his fellow stu¬ 
dents that they need to organize their 
guiding principles more efficiently — an 
observation echoed later by Birgeneau. 
Unlike the headline-grabbing demon¬ 
strations that fill UC Berkeley’s storied 
past — its rabble-rousing legacy gets 
surprisingly few mentions here — there’s 
no underlying philosophy, he points 
out. A few moments later, we’re in a 
classroom, listeningto students grumble 
about how the protests disrupted their 
midterms. 

As its fourth hour draws to a close, 

At Berkeley’s final sequence leaps from 
a discussion of one of John Donne’s sex¬ 
ier poems into a science class discussing 
interplanetary space travel. Sure, it’s 
possible, the affably geeky instructor 
says — but the practical concerns (like 
building a vessel with incredibly robust 
power sources that could sustain life for 
generations upon generations) tend to 
get in the way of one’s brilliant ideas and 
imagination. Here Wiseman’s affection 
for metaphor is made abundantly clear. 
(Cheryl Eddy) 

AT BERKELEY opens Fri/6 in Bay theaters. 
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FILM LISTINGS 


HOT STUFF: DOC BETTIE PAGE REVEALS ALL OPENS FRI/6. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF MUSIC BOX FILMS 


Film listings are edited by Cheryl Eddy. 
Reviewers are Kimberly Chun, Dennis Harvey, 
Lynn Rapoport, Sam Stander, and Sara Maria 
Vizcarrondo. For rep house showtimes, see 
Rep Clock. 

OPENING 

Art Gods: An Oral History of the Tower 
Records Art Department Bay Area filmmaker 
Strephon Taylor (2012’s The Complete Bob 
Wilkins Creature Features ) turns his lens on 
Tower Records circa its 1980s heyday, when 
the hard-partying bros of the store’s in-house 
art department crafted displays forthe hottest 
new album releases. Taylor, himself a veteran 
of the crew, gathers its founding members 
to reminisce, including original store artist 
Steve Pollutro, who made eye-catching magic 
using everyday supplies (posters, foam board, 
X-Acto knives, spray paint, etc.) and spawned 
an art style that invaded record stores world¬ 
wide. An odd length atjustoveran hour, 

Art Gods could have been trimmed of some 
of its superfluous anecdotes (a story about 
Pollutro’s failed attempts to enter the UK to 
helpTowersetup its London branch drags on 
forever) and presented as a more fine-tuned 
shorter doc — or made more substantial by 
widening its interview pool beyond nostalgic 
former artists. (1:12) Balboa. (Eddy) 

At Berkeley See “School Gaze.” (4:04) 

Roxie. 

Bettie Page Reveals All Mark Mori’s affec¬ 
tionate Bettie Page Reveals Allis narrated 
in the form of a rambling, chuckle-punctuated 
interview with the late pin-up icon herself. 

(We never actually see her except in archival 
film and images.) Even die-hards who already 
know the story behind the legend — a rough 
childhood, several unsuccessful marriages, 
mental-health issues — will likely learn 
some new tidbits. (A friend recalls watching 
2005’s unauthorized biopic The Notorious 
Bettie Page with its subject, who hollered 
her opinion — “Lies! Lies!” — throughout.) 
Associates like Hugh Hefner and Dita Von 
Teese drop by to praise Page’s talents and 


legacy, but there’s no greater proof of lasting 
glamourthan Page’sfamous photographs, 
which sheclearly loved posingfor, and never 
regretted, even after embracing Christianity 
later in life. (1:41) Shattuck. (Eddy) 

Out of the Furnace Christian Bale, Casey 
Affleck, and Woody Harrelson star in this 
crime drama from Crazy Heart (2009) direc¬ 
tor Scott Cooper. (1:56) Shattuck. 

The Punk Singer See “Riot Acts.” (1:56) 
Roxie. 

Sweet Dreams When the all-female drum 
troupe at the center of Sweet Dreams per¬ 
forms— and we hearsome of the players’ 
stories about their battles to emerge from 
the enormity of the Rwandan genocide — we 
fully understand why Oscar-winning editor 
Lisa Fruchtman and her brother, documen¬ 
tary director Rob Fruchtman, gravitated 
toward this story. Ingoma Nshya is rooted in 
a tradition that was once reserved for men, 
and iscomposed of the orphans, widows, 
wives, and offspring of both the victims and 
perpetrators of the genocide. Music seems to 
be one of the sole sources of creative expres¬ 
sion and healingforthem, until founderand 
theater director Kiki Katese convinces the 
hipster owners of Brooklyn’s Blue Marble Ice 
Cream to start a collective with the women to 
open the country’s first ice cream shop. The 
Fruchtmanstouch on the horrors of the past 
but devote most of the drama to the quietly 
emotional aswell as physically tangible issues 
of opening the store and actually going about 
making its soft-serve treats. With that focus, 
Sweet Dreams sometimes seems to overlook 
the obvious — the ever-lingering specter of 
violence and trauma, the unanswered ques- 
tionsof justice, and the women’s daily strug¬ 
gle to coexist — and those with a journalistic, 
or even musically ethnographic, mindset, will 
be frustrated by some of the absences, like 
the lack of information aboutthe performanc¬ 
es and music itself. That’s not to say Sweet 
Dreams’ story isn’t worth telling — or relish¬ 
ing. (1:23) Shattuck , Smith Rafael. (Chun) 
Walking the Camino: Six Ways to Santiago 



168 BEACON STREET BLDG B, 
MON - SUN: 10AM - 8PM, PHONt: 
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(&S0) 8 27-$94<i 


This documentary follows six modern-day 
pilgrims as they embark on a journey across 
Spain. (1:24) Balboa. 

ONGOING 

Black Nativity You have to hand it to 
director-writer Kasi Lemmons (2001’s The 
Caveman's Valentine) for even attempting 
an adaptation of Langston Hughes’ Black 
Nativity. The idea of recastingthe original 
play’s straightforward hybrid of the nativity 
tale, gospel, and African folktraditions in 
contemporary Harlem as a spiffed-up urban 
street opera feels inspired, especially when 
the otherwise-familiar narrative is super¬ 
charged with emotion, thanks to Oakland- 
native music producer and co-composer 
Raphael Saadiq. The songs and their delivery 
make those moments when the cast members 
burst into song seem like the most natural 
thing in the world. The child rhapsodized 
about here is — wink, nudge — Langston 
(Jacob Latimore), who’s getting evicted 
alongwith hissingle mom, Naima (Jennifer 
Hudson). In an act of self-disgust, orgrudging 
respect, she sends her feisty tween to stay 
with his estranged grandparents in NYC. 
Reverend Cornell (Forest Whitaker) and 
Aretha Cobbs (Angela Bassett) turn out to be 
proud pillars of theircommunity, with deep 
connectionstothe Civil Rights movement, 
which Langston discovers when the stern Rev 
shows the boy his most prized possession: an 
engraved pocket watch given to him by Martin 
Luther KingJr. Alas, if Lemmons simply stuck 
to her present-day rework — and refrained 
from the self-consciously stagy Christmas 
dream sequences, which actually seem to hew 
closertothe original Black Nativity, break 
the momentum, and cue this operetta’s com¬ 
plete breakwith reality — thisversion would 
have fared much betterthan it does. Still, 
Black Nativity isn’t without its moments. 
Whitaker, playing against type and tasked 
with the heaviest acting effort, and particular¬ 
ly Bassett, who channels a fiery spirit via her 
upstanding matron to provide much-needed 
warmth, are mesmerizing, and though Mary 
J. Blige and Nas are unfortunately given little 
todo, Hudson pulls herweight, if notwith 
acting, then with hersheerskill at convey¬ 
ing heartbreak amid the melismas. (1:33) 
Metreon, 1000 Van Ness. (Chun) 

The Great Beauty The latest from Paolo 
Sorrentino (2008’s II Divo ) arrives as a 
high-profile contenderforthe Best Foreign 
Language Film Oscar, already annointed 
a masterpiece in some quarters, and duly 
announcing itself as such in nearly every 
grandiose, aesthetically engorged moment. 



Yes, it seems to say, you are in the presence of 
this auteur’s masterpiece. But it’ssomebody 
else’s, too. The problem isn’t just that Fellini 


got there first, butthat there’s room for doubt 
whether Sorrentino’s homage actually builds 
on orsimply imitates its model. La Dolce Vita 
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FILM LISTINGS 


CHRISTIAN BALE STARS IN RUST BELT THRILLER OUT OF THE FURNACE, 

IN THEATERS FRI/6. PHOTO BY KERRY HAYES 


FIRST RUN VENUES 

The following is contact information for 
Bay Area first-run theaters. 

Balboa 38th Ave/Balboa. 221-8184, 
www.balboamovies.com. 

Bridge Geary/Blake. 267-4893. 

Century Plaza Noor off El Camino, South SF. 
(650) 742-9200. 

Century 20 JuniperoSerra/John Daly, 

Daly City. (650)994-7469. 

Clay Fillmore/Clay. 267-4893. 

Embarcadero 1 Embarcadero Center, 
promenade level. 267-4893. Theater closed 
for renovations until November 2013. 

Empire West Portal/Vicente. 661-2539. 

Four Star Clement/23rd Ave. 666-3488. 
Marina 2149 Chestnut, www.lntsf.com/ 
marina_theatre 
Metreon Fourth St/Mission. 

(800) FANDANGO. 

New People Cinema 1746 Post. 
www.newpeopleworld.com. 

1000 Van Ness 1000 Van Ness. 

(800) 231-3307. 

Opera Plaza Van Ness/Golden Gate. 
267-4893. 

Presidio 2340 Chestnut. 776-2388. 

SF Center Mission between Fourth and Fifth 
Sts. 538-8422. 

Stonestown 19th Ave/Winston. 221-8182. 

Sundance Kabuki Cinema Post/Fillmore. 
929-4650. 

Vogue Sacramento/Presidio. 221-8183. 

BAY AREA 

Albany 1115 Solano, Albany. (510) 464-5980. 
AMC Bay Street 16 5614 Shellmound, 
Emeryville. (510)457-4262. 

California Kittredge/Shattuck, Berk. 
(510)464-5980. 


(1960) and 8 1/2 (1963) are themselves 
swaying, jerry-built monuments, exhilerat- 
ingly messy and debatably profound. But 
nothingquite like them had been seen before, 
and they did define a time of cultural upheav¬ 
al — when traditional ways of life were being 
plowed under by a loud, moneyed, heedless 
modernity that for a while chose Rome as 
its global capital. Sorrentino announces his 
intention to out-Fellini Fellini in an opening 
sequence so strenuously flamboyant it’s like a 
never-ending pirouette performed by a prima 
dancer with a hernia. There’s statuary, a wom- 
en’schoral ensemble, an on-screen audience 
applaudingthedirector’s baffled museToni 
Servillo, standing in for Marcello Mastroianni 
— all this and more in manic tracking shots 
and frantic intercutting, as if sheerspeed 
alone could supply contemporary relevancy. 
Eventually The Great Beauty calms down a 
bit, but still its reason for being remains vague 
behind the heavy curtain of “style.” (2:22) 
Opera Plaza, Smith Rafael. (Harvey) 

The Hunger Games: Catching Fire Before 
succumbingtothe hot and heavy action 
inside the arena (intensely directed by Francis 
Lawrence) The Hunger Games: Catching 
Fire force-feeds you a world of heinous con¬ 
cept fashions that’d make Lady Gaga laugh. 
But that’s ok, because the second film about 
one girl’s epic struggle to change the world of 
Panem may be even more excitingthan the 
first. Suzanne Collins’ YA novel The Hunger 
Games was an over-literal metaphorfor junior 
high social survival and the glory of Catching 
Fire is that it depicts what comes after you 
reach the cool kids’ table. Katniss (Jennifer 
Lawrence) inspired so much hope among 
the 12 districts she now faces pressures 
from President Snow (a portentous Donald 
Sutherland) and the fanatical press of Capital 
City (Stanley Tucci with bigteeth and Toby 
Jones with big hair). After she’s forced to fake 
a romance with Peeta (Josh Hutcherson), the 
two watch with horror as they’re faced with a 
new Hunger Game: for returning victors, many 
of whom are too old to run. Amanda Plummer 
and Jeffrey Wright are fun as brainy wackjobs 
and Jena Malone is hilariously Amazonian 
as a serial axe grinderstill screaming like an 
eighth grader. Inside the arena, alliances 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 30 » 


Emery Bay 6330 Christie, Emeryville. 

(510) 420-0107. 

Grand Lake 3200 Grand, Oakl. 
(510)452-3556. 

Jack London Stadium 100 Washington, 

Jack London Square, Oakl. (510) 433-1320. 
Magick Lantern 125 Park Place, Point 
Richmond. (510) 234-1404. 

New Parkway 474 24th St, Oakl. 
(510)658-7900. 

Piedmont Piedmont/41stSt, Oakl. 
(510)464-5980. 

Rialto Cinemas Elmwood 2966 College Ave. 
at Ashby, Berk. (510) 433-9730. 

Shattuck Cinemas 2230 Shattuck, Berk. 
(510)464-5980. 

UA Berkeley 2274 Shattuck, Berk. 

(510) 843-1487. sfbg 



THREE WEEKS OF INDEPENDENT HORROR, SCI-FI & FANTASY! 

BALBOA THEATER t NEW PEOPLE CINEMA * STAGE WERX 

DEC 4™-DEC 19 th •TICKETS/INFO: SFINDIE.COM 





Cerrito 10070 San Pablo, El Cerrito. 
(510) 972-9102. 
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A PRINCE-THEMED DISPLAY IN ART GODS: AN ORAL HISTORY OF THE TOWER 
RECORDS ART DEPARTMENT, SCREENING THIS WEEK AT THE BALBOA THEATRE. 


CLASSIFIEDS 




CONT» 


and rivalries shift butthewinner’scircle 
could survive to see another revolution; to 
save this city, they may have to burn it down. 
(2:26) Balboa, Metreon, 1000 Van Ness, 
Sundance Kabuki. (Vizcarrondo) 

Oldboy In 2003, South Korean director Park 
Chan-wook released a modern masterpiece 
of harsh, misanthropic revenge cinema with 
Oldboy, a twisty and visually stylish adap¬ 
tation of a Japanese manga. Ten years later, 
Spike Lee and screenwriter Mark Protosevich 
have delivered a recombinatory remake of 
the Korean film. It’s neither satisfying nor 
particularly infuriating— it plays with the 
elements of Park’s intensely memorable 
movie, alluding to scenesand images with¬ 
out always exactly reproducingthem, and it 
makes a valiant effort to restore suspense to 
a story whose gut-wrenching twist has been 
slightly softened by a decade. But it’s much 
less visually engaging, replacing Park’ssin- 
ister playfulness with a blander, more direct 
action palette. Josh Brolin’s Joe Doucett is 
broodingand brutal, but not as sickly compel¬ 
ling asChoi Min-sik’swild-eyed Oh Dae-su; 
Elizabeth Olsen is emotionally powerful as his 
helper and lover; and Sharlto Copley offers a 
bizarre, rather gross caricature as the schem¬ 
ing antagonist. (2:00) 1000 Van Ness, SF 
Center, Sundance Kabuki. (Stander) 
Philomena Judi Dench givesthistwist on a 
real-life scandal heart, soul, and a nuanced, 
everyday heft. Her ideal, ironic foil is Steve 
Coogan, playing an upper-crusty irreverent 
snob of an investigative journalist. Judging 
by hertidy exterior, Dench’s title character 
is a perfectly ordinary Irish working-class 
senior, but she’s haunted by the past, which 
comes tumbling out one day to her daughter: 
As an unwed teenager, she gave birth to a son 
at a convent. She was forced to work there, 
unpaid; as supposed penance, the baby was 
essentially sold to a rich American couple 
against her consent. Heryarn reaches dis¬ 
graced reporter Martin Sixsmith (Coogan), 
who initially turns his nose up atthe tale’s pid¬ 
dling “human interest” angle, butslowlygets 
drawn in by the unexpected twists and turns 
of the story — and likely the possibility of tak¬ 
ing down some evil nuns — as well as seem¬ 
ingly naive Philomena herself, with her delight 
in trash culture, franktalkaboutsex, and 
simpledesire to see herson and knowthathe 
thought, once in awhile, of her. It turns out 
Philomena’s own sad narrative has as many 
improbableturnarounds as one of the cheesy 
romance novels she favors, and though this 
unexpected twosome’s quest forthe truth is 
strenuously reworked to conform to the con¬ 
tours of buddy movie-road trip arc that we’re 
all too familiar with, director Stephen Frears’ 
warm, light-handed take on the gentle class 
struggles going on between the writer and his 
subject about who’s in control ofthe story 
makes up for Philomena’ s determined quest 
for mass appeal. (1:35) Embarcadero, 1000 
Van Ness, Sundance Kabuki. (Chun) sfbg 



REP CLOCK 


Schedules are for Wed/4-Tue/10 except where 
noted. Director and year are given when avail¬ 
able. Double and triple features marked with a 
•.All times pm unless otherwise specified. 
ALBANY 1115 Solano, Albany; www.land- 
marktheatres.com. $7. “Family Series:” The 
Muppet Movie (Frawley, 1979), Sat-Sun, 
10:30am. 

“ANOTHER HOLE IN THE HEAD FILM 
FESTIVAL” Balboa Theater, 3630 Balboa, 

SF; New People Cinema, 1746 Post, SF; www. 
sfindie.com. $12. Now in its 10th year, the 
festival highlights indie horror, sci-fi, and fan¬ 
tasy films, through Dec 19. 

ATA GALLERY 992 Valencia, SF; www.ata- 
site.org. $4-10. “OpenScreening,” Thu, 8. 

For more info, contact programming@atasite. 
org. “Other Cinema,” animated works by 
Martha Coburn, Jeremy Rouke, Janie Geiser, 
and others, Sat, 8:30. 

BALBOA THEATRE 3630 Balboa, SF; 
cinemasf.com/balboa. $10. Art Gods: An 
Oral History of the Tower Records Art 
Department (Taylor, 2013), Fri-Sat, 10. 
“Popcorn Palace:” The Polar Express 
(Zemeckis, 2005), Sat, 10am. Matinee for 
kids. 

BERKELEY FELLOWSHIP OF UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALISTS’ HALL 1924 Cedar, Berk; 
www.bfuu.org. $5-10. “Screeningthe 
Green:” The Story of Stuff (Fox, 2007), and 



LANDMARK THEATRES 


Clay Theatre 

Fillmore at Clay • (41 5) 561 - 9 921 


Fri & Sat, Dec 6 & 7 at MIDNIGHT! 

Buy Advance Tickets Online tickets.landmarktheatres.com 


The Story of Solutions (2013), Thu, 7. 
BINDLESTIFF STUDIO 185 Sixth St, SF; 
www.facinesf.com. $10-20. “FACINE bente: 
Filipino American Cine Festival,” 33 fea¬ 
ture length filmsand short works from the 
Philippines and the Filipino Diaspora, Dec 
9-14. Proceeds benefit Typhoon Haiyan relief 
operations in the Philippines. 

CASTRO 429 Castro, SF; (415) 621-6120, 
www.castrotheatre.com. $8.50-12. The 
Sound of Music (Wise, 1965), Wed-Thu and 
Sat-Sun, 7 (also Sat-Sun, 1pm). Presented 
sing-alongstyle; tickets ($10-15) atwww.tick- 
etweb.com. “Good Vibrations Quickies: Erotic 
Short Film Competition,” Fri, 7 (pre-party); 

8 (screening). These events, $10; visit www. 
brownpapertickets.com for advance tickets. 

I Am Divine (Schawarz, 2013), Mon, 7, 9. 
Gravity (Cuaron, 2013), Dec 10-11, 7, 9:15 
(also Dec 11, 2:30,4:45). 

CHRISTOPHER B. SMITH RAFAEL FILM 
CENTER 1118 Fourth St, San Rafael; (415) 
454-1222, www.cafilm.org. $6.50-$10.75. 
The Armstrong Lie (Gibney, 2013), call 
for dates and times. Blue is the Warmest 
Color (Kechiche, 2013), call fordates and 
times. The Great Beauty (Sorrentino, 2013), 
call for dates and times. Richard II, Royal 
Shakespeare Company production starring 
David Tennant, Thu, 7; Sun, 1. Walking the 
Camino: Six Ways to Santiago (Smith, 
2013), Dec 6-12, call fortimes. Sweet 
Dreams (Fruchtman and Fruchtman, 2012), 
Sun, 7. Filmmakers Lisa and Rob Fruchtman 
in person; thisevent, $12. 

CLAY 2261 Fillmore, SF; www.landmark- 
theatres.com. $10. “Midnight Movies:” 
Labyrinth (Henson, 1986), Fri-Sat, mid¬ 
night. 

DAVIES SYMPHONY HALL 201 Van Ness, 

SF; www.sfsymphony.org. $25-80. “A 
Symphonic Nightatthe Movies:” Singin’ in 
the Rain (Donen and Kelly, 1952), Fri-Sat, 
7:30. 

MECHANICS’ INSTITUTE 57 Post, SF; 
milibrary.org/events. $10. “CinemaLit Film 
Series: Dark Star: The Films of Barbara 
Stanwyck:” Remember the Night (Leisen, 
1940), Fri, 6. 

NEW PARKWAY 474 24th St, Oakl; www.the- 
newparkway.com. “Courtney Trouble’s Queer 
Porn Movie Party,” Thu, 7. This event, $10. 
“First Friday Shorts,” films by and about Bay 
Area Girls Rock Camp, Fri, 6. This event, free. 
PACIFIC FILM ARCHIVE 2575 Bancroft, 

Berk; (510) 642-5249, bampfa.berkeley. 
edu. $5.50-9.50. “The Resolution Starts 
Now: 4K Restorations from Sony Pictures:” 
“Grover Crisp: The Resolution Starts Now,” 
followed byBonjour Tristesse (Preminger, 
1958), Thu, 7 ; Alamo Bay (Malle, 1985), 

Sat, 6:30; Taxi Driver (Scorsese, 1976), 

Sat, 9; The Arch (Tang, 1969), Sun, 3; 

Picnic (Logan, 1956), Sun, 5:15. “Love Is 
ColderThan Death: The Cinema of Rainer 
Werner Fassbinder:” Why Does Herr R. Run 
Amok? (Fenglerand Fassbinder, 1969), Fri, 

7 ; Despair (1977), Fri, 8:50. 

ROXIE 3117 and 3125 16th St, SF; (415) 
863-1087, www.roxie.com. $6.50-11. Is the 
Man Who Is Tall Happy? (Gondry, 2013), 
Wed, 7:15, 9:15; Thu, 9:15. A Journey to 
Planet Sanity (Freeman, 2012), Wed, 7. 
Thisevent, $12. Muscle Shoals (Camalier, 
2013), Wed-Thu, 9. “Frameline Encore:” 
Seventh-Gay Adventists (Akers and Eyer, 

2012) , Thu, 7. This event, free. •Amal’s 
Garden (Shihab, 2012), and My Father 
Looks Like Abdel Nasser (Kassem, 2012), 
Thu, 7. At Berkeley (Wiseman, 2013), Dec 
6-12, 6:45 (also Sat-Sun, 2). The Punk 
Singer (Anderson, 2013), Dec 6-12, 7, 8:45. 
SOCIAL STUDY 1795 Geary, SF; www. 
socialstudysf.com. Free. Impresa! (Woldu, 

2013) , Tue, 6:30. 

TEMESCAL ART CENTER 511 48th St, 

Oakl; www.shapeshifterscinema.com. Free. 
Intertidal, performance-based work by 
media artist Alex MacKenzie, inspired by the 
tidal zones and marine life of Western Canada, 
Sun, 8. 

YERBA BUENA CENTER FOR THE ARTS 

701 Mission, SF; www.ybca.org. $8-10. “X: 
The History of a Film Rating:” Bad Timing: 

A Sensual Obsession (Roeg, 1980), Thu, 
7:30. “Films by Fassbinder:” Querelle 
(1982), Sun, 2. sfbg 


AUTOMOBILES 

CASH FOR CARS: Any Car/Truck. 
Running or Not! Top Dollar Paid. We 
Come To You! Call For Instant Offer: 
1-888-420-3808 www.cash4car. 
com (AAN CAN) 


CAREER AIDS 

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here 
- Get trained as FAA certified 
Aviation Technician. Housing 
and Financial aid for qualified 
students. Job placement assis¬ 
tance. Call Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 877-492-3059 
(AAN CAN) 

HAULING 

HAULING 24/7 Remove carpet, 
appliances, sofas, concrete. Lg. 
Truck. 

BILL 415-441-1054 


HELP WANTED 

Help Wanted! make extra money 
in our free ever popular home- 
mailer program, includes valuable 
guidebook! Start immediately! 
Genuine! 

1-888-292-1120 
www.easyworkfromhome.com 
(AAN CAN)_ 

HOTEL SECURITY JOBS-Up to 
$18/ hr. Six day training and FREE 
job placement assistance. Many 
positions available. CSI Security 
- North, (415) 391-3596, www. 
csisecurity.org, Financial aid 
available 

Looking for a Fresh Start and $$$ 
forthe Holidays?! Embrace a NEW 
and REWARD¬ 
ING Opportunity in the Largest 
Industry Paid Weekly, Multiple 
Bonus Programs and Growth 
Opportunity Earn up to $1200/ 
wk. Training Available for Those 
Willing to Learn and Interact with 
People Call 

San Fran 415-645-6479 
San Bruno 650-238-5404 
Paid In Advanced! MAKE up to 
$1000 A WEEK mailing brochures 
from home! Help¬ 
ing Home Workers since 2001! 
Genuine Opportunity! No Experi¬ 
ence required. Start Immediately! 
www.thehomemailer.com (AAN 
CAN)_ 

Senior Ul Designer: KIXEYE, Inc. 
Design & create outstanding 
visual interfaces for internet-based 
games & products from prototyping 
to implementation. Resume to: 
Sara Dawkins, KIXEYE, 333 Bush 
St., 19thFir., San Francisco, CA 
94104 

EARN $500 A DAY. Airbrush & 
Media Makeup Artists 
For: Ads - TV - Film - Fashion 
Train & Build Portfolio in 1 week. 
www.AwardMakeupSchool.com 


(AAN CAN)_ 

Paid in Advance!! Make up 
to $1000 a week mailing 
brochures from home! Helping 
home workers since 2001! Gen¬ 
uine opportunity! No experience 
required. Start immediately! 
www.process-brochures.com 
(AAN CAN)_ 

Help Wanted! make extra money 
in our free ever popular home- 
mailer program, includes valuable 
guidebook! Start immediately! 
Genuine! 1-888-292-1120 www. 
easywork-fromhome.com (AAN 
CAN) 


LEGAL NOTICES 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILED NO. A-0354803- 
00. The following is doing business 
as SUSHI TONI 733 Bush St. San 
Francisco, CA 94108. The business 
is conducted by a corporation. 
Registrant commenced business 
under the above-listed fictitious 
business name on: 8/26/13. This 
statement was signed bySeil Kang. 
This statement was filed by Jacob 
Gosline, Deputy County Clerk, on 
11/08/2013. Nov. 20, 27, Dec. 4, 
11,2013. 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
CHANGE IN OWNERSHIP OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LI¬ 
CENSE. Date of Filing Application: 
November 6, 2013. To Whom It 
May Concern: The name ofthe 
applicant is: 425 NORTH POINT 
STREET SERVICES LLC. The appli¬ 
cant listed above is applying to 
The Department of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control to sell alcoholic 
beverages at: 2455 MASON ST, 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94133-1401 
Type of Licenses Applied for: 47 - 
ON-SALE GENERAL EATING PLACE. 
Dec. 4, 2013_ 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO SELL 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES. Date of 
Filing Application: November 20, 
2013. To Whom It May Concern: 
The name ofthe applicant is: TAV¬ 
ERN 242 L-PSHIP. The applicant 
listed above is applying to The 
Department of Alcoholic Beverage 
Control to sell alcoholic beverages 
at: 240-242 0FARR ELL ST, SAN 
FRANCISCO, CA 94102. Type of 
Licenses Applied for: 75- On-Sale 
General Brew-Pub 
Nov. 27, Dec. 4,11, 2013._ 

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME CASE NUMBER: 
CNC-13-549924. SU¬ 
PERIOR COURT, 400 McAllister St. 
San Francisco, CA 94102. PETITION 
OF Bin Qiu for change of name. TO 
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: Peti¬ 
tioner Bin Qiu filed a petition with 
this court for a decree changing 
names as follows: Present Name: 
Bin Qiu. Proposed Name: Benson 
Yau. THE COURT ORDERS that all 
persons interested in this matter 
shall appear before this court at 


the hearing indicated below to 
show cause, if any, why the petition 
for change of name should not be 
granted. NOTICE OF HEARING Date: 
1/23/14. Time: 9:00 AM, Room 
514. Signed by Donald Sullivan, 
Presiding Judge of Superior Court 
on November 22, 2013. Nov. 27, 
Dec. 4,1$ 18, 2013. 


MEDICAL 

Men’s Lifestyle Medications. 

FDA Approved - USA Pharmacies. 
Remote TeleMedicine Physician. 
Safe ■ Secure ■ Discreet. Calls Taken 
7 days per week. Call ViaMedic: 
888-786-0945 Trusted Since 1998 
(AAN CAN) 

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOP¬ 
TION? Call us first. Living expenses, 
housing, medical, and continued 
support afterwards. Choose adop¬ 
tive family of your choice. Call 24/7. 
877-362-2401 (AAN CAN) 
PREGNANT? THINKING OF 
ADOPTION? Talk with caring 
agency specializing in matching 
Birthmothers with Families Na¬ 
tionwide. LIVING EXPENSES PAID. 
Call 24/7 Abby’s One True Gift 
Adoptions. 866-413-6293. Void 
in Illinois/New Mexico/Indiana 
(AAN CAN) 

VIAGRA 100MG, 40 pills+/4 
free, only $99.00. Save Big Now, 
Discreet shipping. Call 1-800- 
374-2619 Today! (AAN CAN) 

CA$H PAID FOR DIABETIC STRIPS!! 
Don’t throw boxes away-Help 
others. Unopened /Unexpired 
boxes only. All Brands Considered! 
Call Anytime! 24hrs/7days (888) 
491-1168 (Cal-SCAN) 


PERSONALS 

Curious About Men? Talk Dis¬ 
creetly with men like you! 

Try FREE! Call 1-888-779-2789 
www.guyspy.com (AAN CAN) 
^Hablas Espanol? HOT Latino 
Chat. Call Fonochat now & in 
seconds you can be speaking 
to HOT Hispanic singles in your 
area. Try FREE! 1-800-416-3809 
(AAN CAN)_ 

Feel the Vibe! Hot Black Chat. 
Urban women and men ready to 
MAKE THE CONNECTION 
Call singles in your area! Try 
FREE! Call 1-800-305-9164 
(AAN CAN) 

Where Local Girls Go Wild! 

Hot, Live, Real, Discreet! Un¬ 
censored live 1-on-l HOT phone 
Chat. Calls in YOUR city! 

Try FREE! Call 1-800-261-4097 
(AAN CAN) 


ROOMS FOR RENT 

ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM. 
Browse hundreds of online listings 
with photos and maps. Find your 
roommate with a click ofthe 
mouse! Visit: http://www.Room- 
mates.com. (AAN CAN) 
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• NEW YOUNG MASSEUSES:; 

FOOT MASSAGE: 
$ 19.99/pkg 

• Full Body 
Massage 

• FREE Sauna 

• Table Shower 
Available 


415-759-8577 

2450 Taraval St (SF) 

(Free Parking) * Bring Ad in (or $5 Off Body Massage 


EMPIRE HEALTH CLUB 


Open 7 days 
a week 
lOam-midnight 

Many 
Beautiful 
Asian 
Girls to 
Choose 
From 


Visa/Mastercard/Discover accepted 
Now hiring masseuses with permits /(l> 


428 O’FARELL ST. @ TAYLOR 

(near Hilton Hotel San Francisco) 


GRHND OPENING 


UNION SPR&SRLON 

WWW.UNION5PAAND5ALON.COM 


B0DYMA55AGE 



BRAZILIAN WAXING 


CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

650-755-2823 

7345 MISSION ST - DALY CITY 
BETWEEN SAN PEDRO & CASTLE 



*Oasis Day Spa* 

Mon-Sat I0am-9pm * Sun I0am-8pm 


Swedish + 
Deep Tissue 
Massage 
$50 

Body Scrub 
$35 


2501 Clement St and 26th Ave, SF 

415 - 668-6299 


INTERRACIAL-KINK 

A Swinger Party 

Weekly Play parties from 9:00PM until... 


FRI. 12/6 

KINKY FRIDAY 

SAT. 12/7 

HOT ORGY NIGHT 


Deliciously Sexy , ‘. 

Couples and * 

select Singles are 
welcome 
to attend. 

( 510 ) 388-5108 

Couples, Call Together 




GRAND OPENING 



I Hour Massage: $45 
Bay Relaxation Center 
166 Sacramento St. 

615 - 693-0288 


Ocean 
Acupressure 

Deep Tissue, Acupressure 
& Massage Therapy 

GRAND 

OPENING 



- 239-8928 

1959 Ocean Ave.-SF 



: r 




° 100 % 

SEXY 


• ' functional 

||p TRATCEXOM. 

BEGINNERS ARE WELCOME! 

*82.415.621.7406 


talktome 


.com 


slFREE! 


1-800-TALK-T0-ME | 





GRAND OPENING 


260 KEARNY ST. 
2 nd FL„ SF, CA 94108 

415 - 951-9888 


\CMT-Quality Asian Massage 

*Free Body Scrub & Shampoo 

tFree Private Carage Parking 


940 Bush Street, SF CA 94109 415- 



Meet Shirley, CMT 
6 Years Experience 
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R MODELS NEEDED! 

itting and Color at DiPietro Todd Salon, 
ill (415) 693-5549. www.dipietrotodd.conn. 


I like to have fun, relax, and enjoy myself. Maybe you 
would too? Available days & evenings. Incall/Outcall 
415-435-7526 



Braid It Up Salon 

Hair Extensions, Braids, Weaves & Etc 
All Hair Types & textures 

415 378 4413 

SF Bay Area African Hair Braiding Salon 

256 Taylor Street 

(@ Taylor & Ellis St) 

Behind SF Hilton Hotel 
7 Days A Week 



■mc.e.ns. ^ i nSl 
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Lab Tested, Patient Trusted Medicine 



The Green Door Collective is licensed and 
regulated by the San Francisco Department 
of Health and the State of California. 

Only patients with current verifiable medical 
records with valid CA ID will be admitted. 

Our facility is located over 1000’ from the 
nearest school, park or recreation area, and 
does not admit minors. 

843 Howard St. SF, CA 94103 
(415) 541-9590 * greendoorsf.com 


WE BUY 

YOUR USED 

DVDS 


FOR CASH! 

Just bring'em in! 



Buy Sell Trade 

CD’s OVD's Btu-rays 
IP’s Video Games 

SAN FRANCISCO 

2350 Market 
(415) 282-8000 

streetliglitrecords.GDm 

SOME RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY 



Made in USA—Sweatshop Free 
Operated by Dov Charney 

Retail Locations: 

San Francisco—Union Square 
San Francisco—Cow Hollow 
San Francisco—Haight Ashbury 
Berkeley—Telegraph 
Napa—Napa Premium Outlets 
Palo Alto—University Ave. 
Gilroy—Gilroy Premium Outlets 
Santa Cruz—Pacific Ave. 


American Apparel 

Jackets, 
Sweaters, 
Pants 
& Shoes. 




Caring for our community 
one patient at a time. 

2366 San Pablo Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94702 
510-540-6013 
www.mybpg.com 


ompassionate 

^Health Options *2?' 

Wcilntii Counseling 



Led by 

Hanya Bartn, M.D. 


• Real Doctors - Real Care 

• Professional and Affordable 

• Totally Confidential 

• Quality ID Cards 

• 24/7 Safe Verification 


WE MATCH ANY LOCAL PRICE! 


www.Green215.<om 


ft 1(877) PROP-215 

1(877)776-7215 


Oakland I San FrantlSCO I San Jose 
(1200 Howard St @ 8th) 


AFFORDABLE MEDICAL MARIJOAIUA CARDS 



Must bring ad • 1 per patient 
*Renewals only 


i 


We Will Match ANY 
Local Competitor’s Price. jL 

Walk-Ins Welcome. 


a 


OAKLAND 

2633 Telegraph Ave. #109 
Mon - Sat: 10am - 6pm • Sun: 12-5pm 
Open 7 Days a Week • 510-832-5000 
OaklandMarijuanaCenter.com 


SAN JOSE 

115 N. 4th St., Suite 106 
Mon - Sat: 11am - 7pm • Sun: 12-5pm 
Open 7 Days a Week • 408-908-0080 

SJ420.com 


VALLEJO 

432 Tennesse St. 
Mon - Sat: 10am - 6pm 
707-644-1667 
Vallejo420md.com 
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